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Welcome Home!

Rick Adis 
3rd Tac Fighter Wing

Bien Hoa R.V.N.
1966 - 1967

President’s Corner
     The dog days of winter are here. Hope you are staying warm and healthy.  Why not fill your days with the 
comradery, activities, and friendship at your Post. Thanks to all who supported our Auxiliary at their Soup and 
Salad on January 13.  It was delicious.  
        We will be having a Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 4, a Chili Cook Off on Saturday, February 10 and 
Lenten fish fries start on Friday, February 9.  We can ALWAYS use some extra hands for this, whether it be to 
help with preparation the day before, or one of the many jobs the day. You may just find that you have a real 
good time and meet new people. Other activities at your Post include: Euchre and sliders on Wednesdays and 
the pool league on Thursdays.  We are having a blood drive on Monday, February 26.  Also, our hall is available 
for rental.  It would be appreciated if you pass the word on this. Happy Valentine’s Day.  See you at the Post.

Larry Kilgore Feb. 2, 1945 - Jan. 8, 2018 
Navy Dec. 63 - Sep. 67

“Never Again Will One Generation of  Veterans Abandon Another”
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Digger’s Desk
Don Dignan 

D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

SOUP & SALAD 
Saturday, January 13 had a great turnout for our Annual 
Soup & Salad chaired by Auxiliary whirlwind, Judy 
Thomason, and her cohorts. A goodly amount of 
money was raised for all the good things the Auxiliary 
likes to do.

CHILI COOKOFF 
Saturday, February 10, will usher in our Annual very 
delicious and very competitive Chili Cookoff. 
Moderate cash prizes will be awarded to the top three 
finishers, determined by the number of votes each 
gets. For $5 you get to cast three votes and try as many 
recipes as you like. I grab the smallest styrofoam cups 
I can find and manage to sample about 15 different 
entries. There are all kinds of recipes to test your 
expert palate.

LOUNGE EVENTS 
Don’t forget Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 
8:00PM, Sliders every Wednesday from 
5:00PM-7:00PM followed by Euchre at 7:00PM 
which has drawn a lot of interest this year.

FISH FRIES  
Fish Fries will begin on Friday, February 9, skip 
February 16 and continue every Friday - February 23  
during Lent and conclude on Good Friday, March 30. 
This is the best Fish Fry around anywhere.

ELECTIONS 
The February membership meeting will begin 
nominations for your Chapter officers and board 
members. Elections will take place in April. How 
about it, i.e., are you game?

I’ll see you at the February meeting. It’s a great time to 
be a Veteran and supporter of Chapter 528.

Photo courtesy of Patty & Dennis Bielskis
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux 
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.

“Mobile Riverines”

Membership 
     It is with great sadness we report the death of our 
longtime friend and member Larry Kilgore. Our 
thoughts and prayers go to Larry’s family He will 
truly be missed. There were 3 applications for 
membership this past month. Bruce Reynolds and 
Dave Larabell, both Army, have joined our chapter. 
We also welcome back one of our chapter’s founding 
members, George Klepack, Navy, who has moved 
back to our area after being away for many years. 
Welcome Bruce, Dave and George to Chapter 528. 
Our current membership stands at 286 individual and 
84 associate members. Of these we have 241 life VVA 
and 51 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of January 22, 2017 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           VVA: Richard Suchan
           AVVA:  Shirley Caldwell, Jim Pappas
     Dropped from Roster: Robert Bieske
     February VVA Renewals: Pete Horning, Frank 
Jaskula, Robert Leshan, Doug Patterson
    Febuary AVVA Renewals: Scott Lewis, Earl 
Madison, Dave Randall, Jan Spittler
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Chapter Elections 
     Nominations for office will begin at the February 
meeting, continue in March and conclude in April 
before the election. If you would like to run for office 
have a fellow member nominate you or you can 
nominate yourself. This year we will elect officers, 4 
board members, the election committee. and state 
council representative. The AVVA will also elect a 
state council rep. All officers and the election 
committee are 1 year terms. Directors, state council 
rep and the AVVA rep are 2 year terms. We are always 

looking for members with fresh ideas and input to 
provide new leadership for the upcoming year.

Chapter Raffle 
     There will be another drawing at the February 
meeting. There are 5 names in this month’s drawing. 
If you are an annual paid member this is an 
excellent opportunity for you to win a life 
membership. All you have to do is attend the 
monthly meeting and put your name on the sign-in 
sheet. That is where I get the names for the 
drawing.

Life Memberships 
     Just a continuing reminder of the new AVVA 
membership fees. They are: age 60 and over - $100, 
and 59 and under - $175. Anyone over 60 who 
purchases a life membership must provide proof of 
age (copy of driver’s license or birth certificate). The 
life membership fee for VVA members is $100 
regardless of age.

Soup & Salad January 13th
Photo courtesy of Patty and Dennis Bielskis
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Chaplain’s Corner

A New Creation 
TGIF Today God Is First 

Volume 2 by Os Hillman 
January 04, 2018 

Rich Whipple 
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Cor 5:17).
A mulligan is a golf term which allows a player to play a second shot off the first tee if the first shot is poor. It's a 
second chance to get a fresh start without penalty. Sometimes in life we need a mulligan - a new start. Christ 
represents the invitation to throw away our first life and begin anew with Him as a new creation.

The Promised Land represented a new life for the people of Israel who had lived a life of bondage and slavery in 
Egypt. It is also symbolic of a new life in Christ. It says we are no longer going to be driven by the appetites of our old 
nature, but Christ now lives in us to live a righteous and holy life. It does not mean we're perfect, we're just forgiven.
The new life in Christ has nothing to do with church attendance or even doing good things. Christ said there will be 
many people who will claim Him as their Savior but they never really knew Him. In other words, there was no 
evidence of the living Savior in them. "Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!" (Matt 7:22-23).

Jesus invites everyone to partake of the new life He offers. We only must believe, invite him to remove our sins and 
allow Him to live as Lord through our lives. "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me?" (Rev 3:20). If you've never had a mulligan in life, 
now is the time to let Jesus give you a brand new start. Ask Him for that new start today.
Chaplains Notes: Prayers for Dale Luebke who is plagued with infection that has kept him in and out of the hospital. Prayers needed 
for Pastor Bill Kren, still giving stage 4 lung cancer a courageous battle.  Prayers for Mrs. Jerry Kilgore and family in the loss of Larry 
Kilgore and his sudden death.  There was an awesome attendance of 528 members and wives at Larry’s funeral!

“Cleaning Out Larry Bakucz’ House” Detail 
It was time for Beth Bakucz, Larry’s sister, to rent a U-Haul to come up from Ohio, and empty Larry’s house of 
furniture and appliances. Beth phoned me to tell me what time she would show up at Larry’s home in Ypsilanti, along 
with two male friends.  She was looking for help, and “man-power”.  Chapter 528 supplied it! So on Thursday, January 
18, a five man team from 528, with backgrounds of service in the Navy, Air Force, and Army Strong, got the job done.

Many thanks go out to Jim Kimball, Ron King, John Spencer, Bob Lamoureux, and who had the muscle and fortitude 
to pack that trailer to the gills.
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

The Auxiliary

FEBRUARY 2018

FEBRUARY 2018 BIRTHDAYS 
Bruce  Benyo,  Austin  Bentley,  Thomas  Brown,  Bob Bryan,  Todd 
Busick,  Phillip Cabreros,  Thomas Dogonski,  Larry Eichstadt,  Tony 
Everett,  Charles  Fannin,  Troy Fisher,  Steve Frazer,  Mark Grzesiek, 
John Krueger, Gary Kubik, Dale Luebke, Robert Rood, John Stern, 
Jerry  Thomason,  Ken Tregear,  Richard  Waldecker  and Lawrence 
Willenborg.

Fish Fry 
begins  
5 - 7 pm

No Fish 
Fry
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Chapter Officers                       
President         Rick Adis              734-737-9077 
1st Vice President      Gary Pritchard              734-522-2033
2nd Vice President    Mike Steffes                    734-421-7790 
Secretary                    Ron King                         734-679-6424 
Treasurer                    Bob Dew              734-421-1805   
 
Board of Directors 
Mike Dicker 734-425-3414        Jim Hodgson      734-416-5159    
Don Dignan 734-525-0157         Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257 
Pete Glasgow 734-454-9663    Gene Spurgess   248-887-6212  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Terry Wells         734-776-1891

Committees
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Assistant Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant Chief  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Chief Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Bill Petrere 313-706-4247
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle John Spencer          734-716-0619 
State Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State A.Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522 
Website & Newsletter Tom Brown 313-336-0192 

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan 
Phillip Smith - Director  Toll Free-1-844-885-6424
 
Veterans Crisis Centers      
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article or 
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles 
become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for 
space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW 
Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

Chapter 528 Homefront FEBRUARY 2018
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Service Photos Needed
VVA Chapter  528  has  141  members’  service  photos 
d i sp layed  on  our  webs i te  www.vva528 .org /
members528.html  and  in  our  display  case.  I’m  sure 
most  members  have  a  photo  of  themselves  laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you can 
either  mail  it  to  Tom  Brown  @  17730  Snow  Ave. 
Dearborn,  MI  48124,  scan  it  and  send  it  to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere  will  place the copied service photo in 
our display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  

Ft. Sill, OK 

http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.
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Vietnam Veterans of America 
Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to 
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large. 
Name_________________________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________ 
Zip____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________ 
Date of Birth_______________________________ 
email_______________________________________________ 

$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed____  ($50 - 3 years  _____ ) $100 Lifetime _____ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member 
(Copy of your DD-214 Form Enclosed). One must have served a minimum of 180 days of 
active service. 
____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member AVVA 
Enclosed is my check for $20.00____ 1 year  $50.00 3 years _______ 
AVVA Life under 60 - $175 _____ - Life over 60 $100 ______ 

New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card 
No.________________________________ 

Today's Date_________________________ 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 

   February 2018Chapter 528 Homefront

Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


