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LOl’lg time member BOb Bryan invited our ﬁ/{(lesrnberSthorm ............................. II(; Dlstrlbutlon Staff

entire membership to be honored at PO e Jim Hodgson - Chief

Rivergate Veteran Appreciation Day in Ron King

Riverview, MI. Bob’s daughter hef;)ed Dale Luebke

organized this event. Welcome Home!

The Fourth of July “Good Morning America” parade in Plymouth kicks off at 9 am on Main Street by the
CSX railroad tracks. Consider joining our Chapter walking in the parade. Muster at 8 am. Gather at the VFW
afterwards for food and camaraderie.

Car cruise every Wednesday from § pm to 8§ pm through the summer. Food and beverages available.
Euchre at the VFW every Thursday at 7 pm.
Fall Festival coming soon in September.

Our next member meeting is Monday July 9th at 7 pm. Hope to see you there!

“Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another”

John Spencer, President
U S Army 1965-67
123rd Transportation
Company (Longshoremen)
Cam Ranh Bay, RVN




Digger’s Desk

LOUNGE & AREAEVENTS

Don't forget Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Fridays at
8:00PM, Car Shows every Wednesday from
5:00PM-8:00PM and Euchre every Thursday at
7:00PM.

MEMORIAL DAY

The Plymouth Memorial Day Parade had some very
warm weather but spirits were high as usual. The
crowd was very large, receptive and appreciative.

4TH OF JULY

I hope to see one and all at our Independence Day
Parade. It will start at Bode’s restaurant near the
railroad tracks. Following the parade, the annual
Chicken BBQ will begin serving at noon until gone.
C’mon down and enjoy:.

GOOD NIGHT VIETNAM

On the 29th of June at 11:15PM, it will have been 50
years to the minute that I left Vietnam. I've said
before and will say again that it was/is/will likely
always be the happiest day of my life....bar none.
Enough said.

I'll see you at the July meeting. It’s a great time to be
a Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Don Dignan $
D/2/16 “Rangers” %

st Inf Div.
1967-1968

Plymouth Memorial Day Parade 2018
Photos courtesy of Mikey Smith




Odds & Ends

Membership

This is the first month in quite a while we haven’t
had at least 1 application for membership. Our current
membership stands at 287 individual and 8o associate
members. Of these we have 243 life VVA and s1 life
AVVA members.

Lapsed Members: As of June 22, 2018 the following
individuals have not renewed their membership:

VVA: Richard Bouchard
AVVA: John Peterson
Dropped from Roster: Scott Lewis, Jan Spittler
July VVA Renewals: Dan Dreger
July AVVA Renewals: Mike Wisienski
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep
your membership current.

VFW Parking Lot

Thanks to your generous donations, fund raisers,
proceeds from the sportsman raffle and other sources
we finally have enough to repave the parking lot. We
have received quotes from 6 companies and will select
one at the next VFW meeting in July. The cost will be
about $60,000 and the work will be done within the
next few months. Anyone who has been to the post
lately knows this is long overdue. It’s great what we
can accomplish when we all work together.

Life Memberships

As I wrote last month only life memberships will be
offered sometime after July 1 at a cost of $50. Those
who are currently on a 3-year membership will be
converted to life at no cost. There are currently 12
members in this category. Those on a 1-year
membership will have the opportunity to convert to
life for $30 before their renewal date. After that it will
cost $50 to renew. More details to follow:

Chapter Raffle

The next raffle will be at the July meeting. The
winner’s renewal will not be processed until the
new changes (see above) go into effect. This will
allow us to pick additional winners.

July 4 Parade

The chapter will be walking in the Plymouth
parade on July 4th. The parade starts at 9:00. We
will meet in the parking lot of Bode’s Restaurant
between 8:00 — 8:30. All are welcome to
participate. Be sure to wear patriotic attire. It is
truly gratifying to see the huge and enthusiastic
crowd that lines the entire parade route on Main
Street.

Bob Lamoureux 4
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Diw.
“Mobile Riverines”

The Memorial Day Parade in Plymouth 2018
Photo courtesy of Mikey Smith




Chaplain’s Corner

The Light of the World
Author: Lisa Samra from Our Daily Bread

. One of my favorite pieces of art hangs in the
Keble College chapel in Oxford, England. The
painting, The Light of the World by English artist
William Holman Hunt, shows Jesus holding a lantern
in His hand and knocking on a door to a home.

One of the intriguing aspects of the painting is that
the door doesn’t have a handle. When questioned
about the lack of a way to open the door, Hunt
explained that he wanted to represent the imagery of
Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I
will come in.”

The apostle John’s words and the painting illustrate
the kindness of Jesus. He gently knocks on the door
of our souls with His offer of peace. Jesus stands and
patiently waits for us to respond. He does not open
the door Himself and force His way into our lives. He
does not impose His will on ours. Instead, He offers
to all people the gift of salvation and light to guide us.

To anyone who opens the door, He promises to
enter. There are no other requirements or
prerequisites.

If you hear the voice of Jesus and His gentle knock
on the door of your soul, be encouraged that He
patiently waits for you and will enter if you welcome
Him in.

Chaplain’s Notes: We are all hoping that our good
friend, Al Kerbyson, will be able to see us at the VEW
Post. He is in the process of getting a new brace that
will allow him to become mobile again.

I am putting out a welcome for you to join myself and
a handful of some of our VVA members every
Monday evening at the IHOP in Canton (Sheldon
Road and Ford Road) for our “Vets for Christ”. We
meet at 7 PM and we study a chapter of the Bible
weekly and ask for prayer requests. We currently have
up to 24 men attending and it is a great group of guys.

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

Cell: 73477512992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade
1968 - 1969

Team Plymouth finished in 3rd place!

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace) -

RBORNE




Steak Out

o

Come on down to the Post for a delicious steak
cookout and some fellowship on July 20 and again on
August 17 from § to 7 pm. Prime steaks (7-8 oz Rib
Eye), assisted by baked potato and tossed salad and roll
are on the menu — all for only $12. You will have the
opportunity to cook your own steak or one of our “top
chefs” will cook it for you. Don’t miss out. We will
not have an unlimited number of steaks, so come early
to get yours.

Rick Adis

3rd Tac Fighter Wing E\v_}_‘
+

Bien Hoa R.V.N. B,
1966 - 1967 ” som ®

Photos courtesy of Patti Glasgow

Fish On For Freedom

In 2018, 120 veterans participated in a free salmon
fishing trip on 29 charter boats with captains to
guide the trip. The captains line up their boats for a
6am tournament-style shotgun start outside the
pierheads, then head off to fish until 12pm, when a
welcome home procession led by the United States
Coast Guard and Ludington Fire Patrol boat enter
the harbor. After the boats are docked, participants
are honored at a weigh-in event and luncheon for all
guests and volunteers of the morning’s activities.
After the fish have been weighed, guests fed, and
fishing stories exchanged, awards are given for the
day’s fishing activities.

Rich Whipple, Gene Spurgess, Don Mclane, Al

Sneath, Zoltan Nagy and Bob Monteith having a

%reat time. They tinished in 3rd place out of 30
oats.




Wayne County Fishing Derby June 9, 2018

Al Sneath, Gene Spurgess, Dale Luebke, Gary “Bear” Kubik, Zoltan Nagy, Dean Bell, Bryan Bentley, John
Hubert, Tom Brown, Dennis Bielskis, Don McLane, Jessica Linna, Patrick Doherty and John Spencer.

The 2018 Wayne County Fishing Derby Winners!

Rich Whipple, Gary “Ouch” Boucher,
Pete Glasgow & Doug Fox




VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, CHPT. 528

2018 SUMMER RAFFLE

1st PRIZE: HENRY MILITARY COMMEMORATIVE RIFLE 22LR MAG
2nd PRIZE: VISA GIFT CARD VALUED AT $300.00

3rd PRIZE: HUFFY 24” ALPINE ATP BIKE

4th PRIZE: $100.00 GIFT CARD AT E.G.NICKS RESTURANT

5th PRIZE: OIL CHANGE, TIRE ROTATION AT BELL TIRE

VFW 6695 CAR SHOW (7:00 PM). Lic. R46969

Memorial Day Parade in Plymouth 2018
Photo courtesy of Mikey Smith

Photos courtesy of Tom Trestler

Help for Ann Arbor VA Hospital
and Health Services

To those members who use the VA Ann Arbor
Health Services and are intimidated by the
bureaucracy or want and need assistance to
become a patient, I and two others have
volunteered to drive and escort members to VA
appointments. If you have physical disabilities
we may or may not be able to offer assistance
but please call or email me.

Thank you,
Peter Glasgow

73474549663  phgusmc@gmail.com



mailto:phgusmc@gmail.com
mailto:phgusmc@gmail.com

JULY 2018

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 9 6 7
GOLF VFW AUX PARADE 9:00 | EUCHRE KARAOKE
MEETING BBQ 7:00 8:00
6:30 CHICKEN
DINNER
NOON
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
GOLF VFW CAR CRUZ EUCHRE
VVA MEETING 5-8 7:00
MEETING 7:00
7:00
15 |16 |17 (18 |19 (20 |21
GOLF VFW HOUSE | CAR CRUZ EUCHRE KARAOKE
COMMITTEE | 5-8 7:00 8:00
MEETING Joy Road
7:00 Clean-up
22 (23 |24 (25 |26 |27 |28
GOLF VVA BOARD | CAR CRUZ EUCHRE
MEETING 5-8 7:00
7:00
29 |30 |31
GOLF
JULY 2018 BIRTHDAYS

Dennis Aten, Terry Atkins, Dennis Blake, Bill Brisbois, David Cole, Richard
Corrow, Mike Dicker, Wally Dixon, Gordon Dorey, James Harvey, Ed
Hopkins, Mike Hucal, John Iaquinta, James Kimball, Timothy LaGrow; Bob
Lamoureux, Phillip Lang, Jerry Lesniak, Victor Mamayek, Phill Menendez,
Heather Mullen, Stephen Olson, James Pawlukiewicz, William Ray, Richard
Schmidt, John Stephens, Robert Taylor, Judy Thomason and Tom Trestler.

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan
The Auxiliary
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Chapter Officers

President John Spencer
1st Vice President  Jerry Thomason
2nd Vice President  Gary Bush
Secretary Ron King
Treasurer Bob Dew
Board of Directors

Mike Dicker 734-425-3414
Don Dignan 734-525-0157
Pete Glasgow 734-454-9663
Don Petrere 734-595-1422

Committees
A.O./Health Care

Agent Orange Events
AVVA Representative

By-Laws

Chaplain

Chapter Historian
Fundraising

Homeless Veterans

Membership

Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher
Assistant Editor
Distribution Chief

Assistant Chief
Assistant Chief

Product Sales

POW/MIA
Public Affairs
Sergeant-at-Arms

Service Representative

Sportsmen’s Raffle
State Delegate
State A.Delegate

State VVA Product Sales

VAVS Deputy

Vietnam War soth Com.
Website & Newsletter

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan

: Chapter 528 Homefront

7347397-8975
73478955257
7347718-2301
734767976424
73442171805

Darrel Bazman 734-207-9734
Frank Barkovich 734-397-9734
Gene Spurgess 248-887-6212
Rich Whipple 734-751-2992

Bob Dew

Bob Dew
Bryan Bentley
Jim Hodgson
Rich Whipple
Gary Pritchard
Bob Dew

John Fleming
Bob Lamoureux

Tom Brown
Don Dignan
Jim Hodgson
Ron King
Dale Luebke

Bill Petrere

Al Kerbyson
Don Dignan
John Fleming
Aggie Little
John Spencer
Gary Estermyer
Dennis Bielskis
John Riling
Ron King

Ron King

Tom Brown

73474211805
7344211805
734-604-6066
73441675159
734775172992
734752272033
734742171805
7347421-0149
734739778389

313-336-0192
734752570157
734741675159
73476796424
248-40374244

313770674247
734761279757
734752570157
734752504560
734772279535
73477160619
31328376943
248-486-0001
734777672239
734745474522

73474544522
313-336-0192

Phillip Smith - Director Toll Free-1-844-885-6424

Veterans Crisis Centers

Veterans Center

Dearborn Crisis Center
VA Medical Center Detroit

313-381-1370

313758477800
313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article or
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vvas28.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles
become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for
space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW
Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

JULY 2018

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www travelvvag28.com

Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Service Photos Needed

VVA Chapter 528 has 141 members’ service photos
displayed on our website www.vvag28.org/
memberss28.html and in our display case. I'm sure
most members have a photo of themselves laying
around somewhere. When you find your photo you can
either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave.
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to:
tombrownig49@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom
or bring it to the VFW. Be sure to include your name,
branch of service and the year the photo was taken.
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in
our display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher
2nd Missile Battalion

44th Artillery Pershing 1styr _Q
HHD III Corps 2nd yr
Ft. Sill, OK

Bob Bryan and Jerry Thomason holding up their
plaques during the ceremony at Rivergate Veteran
Appreciation Day in Riverview, MI.
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No. 213208

ZTROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road
Garden City, MI 48135
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads)
Hours: 9 -6 Weekdays /9 - Noon Sat,

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
www.greatlakestrophies.com
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

Fleming Financial
Services, Inc.

John A. Fleming

National Association of Tax Professionals

29217 Ford Road, Suite 119
Garden City, M1 48135

phone 734 525-4560 fax 734 525-5280
toll free 888 240-1550 john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Marke Vi

« Car donation is 100% tax deductible and
pick up is free

Helping Those Who Help Otbers « Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations

in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Ron& THERESA

1 248 677 2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKI
PFOPEE-HEALTHIER

T
. ; : (e
(f q} ﬁ oaleru o
Jrom a wmfpate bo J..f-v.m' parly. o an
elegant affair
734.776-1827

dlittlebit3@aol con

734-729-9338

Main Street Auto Wash

“‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, M| 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY m PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455,6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com

21l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 A

www.us336.alphagraphics.com T
Frank S. Barkovich
Accounting & Tax Service
* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned
P.O. 871831 734-397-9734
Canton, M| 48187-7531 frabar@comcast.net

* landscape design ‘@ installation
* lawn ‘@ landscape maintenance
* snow ‘@ ice management

Matthew Gorski
President

(248) 676.8508 office
(248) 676.8557 fax
yourwaypropertyservices(@comcast.net
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Chapter 528 Homefront
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Vietham Veterans of America

JULY 2018

Membership in Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. is open to

Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name

Phone

Present Address

City State
Zip
Branch of Service
Date of Birth
email

$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed ($50 - 3 years ) $100 Lifetime
| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form Enclosed). One must have served a minimum of 180 days of
active service.
| am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member AVVA
Enclosed is my check for $20.00 1 year $50.00 3 years

AVVA Life under 60 - $175 - Life over 60 $100
New Member Renewal Membership Card
No.

Today's Date

Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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