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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 
Our next membership meeting is at 7:00 pm on Monday, March 11th at the VFW Post in Plymouth.
Nominations for 2019/20 Chapter Officers, Directors and delegates will be made at the March and April  
meetings. These are the leadership positions in our Chapter.  If you are interested in running for one of the 
positions, any member can nominate you, or you can submit your name for a position.

The 2019 Sportsman's Raffle tickets are available at the membership meetings.  The raffle is the same format 
as the 2017 raffle. If you can help sell tickets at regional gun shows, Bass Pro Shop and other events, sign-up 
sheets will be available at the monthly membership meetings.

There are many events and activities at the VFW Post each month.  These events/activities support our host, 
the VFW Post.  Check the articles and calendar that appear later in this newsletter.

Fish Fries at the V.F.W. begin 
on Friday, March 8th. 

March 2015 photo!
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE  &  AREA  EVENTS 
Don’t forget Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 
8:00PM, Sliders from 5:00PM-7:00PM and Euchre 
at 7:00PM every Wednesday. Pinochle on Fridays at 
2:00PM through March 1 and then switch to 
Tuesdays through Lent because of the Fish Fries.

SHOOTOUT 
The February version of our two annual shootouts 
netted $501. In addition, I sold 22 sportsmen’s raffle 
tickets. There were five winners still standing at the 
end. Win/win.

CHILI  COOKOFF 
February 23 was the 2019 edition of our world 
famous Chili Cookoff, hosted by Nancy Dignan and 
the Auxiliary. It was a huge success with 106 
customers. The three winners were Dave Randall 
(3rd), Tom Pardikes (2nd)  and Mikey Smith 1st).

GETTING OLD IS NOT FOR WIMPS 
Many of our members are dealing with major health 
issues. Keep them in your daily prayers. Follow your 
doctor’s orders with your meds and exercise.

CHAPTER  ELECTIONS 
The nominations for officers and board members 
will continue at the March meeting and into April 
with the annual membership meeting. Have 
someone nominate you or you can nominate 
yourself. 

FISH  FRY 
Beginning March 8 and every Friday in Lent will be 
our Fish Fry. This is the best cod you will get 
anywhere. Come on down. You will not be 
disappointed.

ST.  PATRICK’S  DAY 
Sunday March 17 will welcome our famous Corned 
Beef and Cabbage Dinner. This event will begin at 
noon until gone. I’ll be there. How about you ?

I’ll see you at the March meeting. It’s a great time to 
be a Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Pinewood Derby

Jessica Linna and Tom McMullen 
Photo courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux 
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.

“Mobile Riverines”

Chapter Elections 
The following members have accepted nomination 
for chapter office.
President Ron King
1st Vice President Jerry Thomason
2nd Vice President Gary Bush
Secretary open
Treasurer Bob Dew

John Fleming

Board Members (4) Larry Eichstadt
(2-year term) Mike Dicker

John Heraghty
Don Petrere
Al Sneath

Natl Convention Delegate (7)Dennis Bielskis
Don Dignan
Gary Estermyer
Ron King
Joe Tebor
Jerry Thomason
Rich Whipple

Election Committee (3) Bob Bryan
Bob Lamoureux
Dale Luebke

Nominations will again be taken in March and in 
April before the elections. If you want to run for 
office, please make your intentions known. You may 
nominate yourself if you choose. Note: You cannot 
run for office or vote in the elections if your 
membership is not current.

Membership 
     It is with great sadness we report the passing this 
past month of long-time member Brian Metzger. 
Brian and his red and white Falcon were frequent 

attendees at our car shows. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to Brian’s family.

     We had 3 VVA applications for membership this 
past month. Marvin Booth and John Sliwa, (both 
Army), and Gary MacDonald, (Navy), have joined 
the chapter. Welcome Marvin, John and Gary to 
Chapter 528. Our current membership stands at 
303 individual and 85 associate members. Of these 
we have 285 life VVA and 57 life AVVA members.

     Lapsed Members: As of February 25, 2019 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           VVA: Jim Kish
           AVVA: John Stewart
     Dropped from Roster: Mack Gaut, David 
Schisler
     March VVA Renewals: none
    March AVVA Renewals: Austin Bentley, Stephen 
Boucher, Ruth Bryan, Shirley Caldwell, Dave 
Randall

If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.

VFW Fish Fry & St. Patty’s Day 
     The weekly Lenten fish frys will begin on Friday, 
March 8 and run until April 19. Help is always 
needed so please lend a hand if possible. If you 
want an excellent fish dinner that is reasonably 
priced give the VFW a try. They run from 5:00 to 
7:00 pm.
     The post will be serving corned beef dinners and 
sandwiches on Sunday, March 17. Serving starts at 
noon and continues until sold out. Since St. Patty’s 
day is on Sunday this year business will be brisk so 
come early to avoid missing out.
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Rich Whipple 
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Chaplain’s Corner 
The Black Hole 

TGIF Today God Is First 
Volume 1 by Os Hillman 

 

    If you are older than 35, you may recall the early days 
of the space program. I remember the early spacecraft 
launch with John Glenn. One of the most exciting and 
tense moments of his return to earth was his reentry to 
the earth's atmosphere. I recall the diagram on 
television of the heat shield on the capsule that had to 
withstand incredible temperatures to avoid complete 
destruction. There was a blackout period for several 
minutes in which mission control had no radio contact. 
He was in the "black hole." It was a tense time. Either 
he would make it through, or the spacecraft would 
burn up in the atmosphere. There were several minutes 
of silence that seemed like an eternity. Then, mission 
control shouted with joy when they reestablished 
contact with the spacecraft. It was a time of rejoicing. 

     Have you ever had a time when you were in a 
spiritual black hole in your life?                                                                                                                                                               
I have. The pressure was unbearable. No sense of God's 
presence. No sense of anything going on around me. 
God was about as far away as the man in the moon - at 
least from my perspective. I think every Christian who 
is called to make a significant difference in his world 
experiences times like these. These are the times when 
we question the reality of God, the love of God, the 
personal care of God. And He demonstrates to us that 
He was there all the time. These are "faith experiences" 
that God does in every person who is called to a higher 
level of relationship with Him. These times are needful 
in order to know that we have the "heat shield" that 
can withstand the incredible heat that comes when we 
follow Him with a whole heart - a heart that is radical 
in a commitment to fully follow His ways. Elisha had 
that spirit. He slaughtered his 12 oxen and burned his 
plowing equipment so that he would not have the 
opportunity to return to anything if God didn't come 
through (see 1 Kings 19:21). The apostle Paul asked God 
to remove the heat from his own life one time. God's 
answer was not what he wanted to hear.
    But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving-
kindness and mercy) is enough for you [sufficient 
against any danger and enables you to bear the trouble 
manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect 
(fulfilled and completed) and show themselves most 
effective in [your] weakness. Therefore, I will all the 

more gladly glory in my weaknesses and infirmities, 
that the strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) 
may rest (yes, may pitch a tent over and dwell) upon 
me! (2 Corinthians 12:9 AMP)

    How's your heat shield today? Can it withstand the 
heat that would want to burn up everything in your 
life not based in Him? Christ said, "My grace is 
sufficient." Is that really true in your life? Let His 
grace be your shield today.

Chaplains notes: I have experienced this “Black 
Hole” about 16 years ago, and I’ll never forget it!            
Prayers needed for Bill (Sleeveless) Browning on his 
bout with pneumonia; Mike Dicker for his upcoming 
sixth chemo, and the shrinking of the tumor near his 
colon; Sharon Metzger and family with the loss of our 
member Brian: Norma Demerly having some health 
issues; John Heraghty recovering from his knee 
operation.  Good news from Norris Cutler, he is 
cancer free!

A picture was taken with our "Vets For Christ"  which 
meets every Monday in Westland for dinner and Bible 
study. In this picture, second from the right is (Pastor) 
Mike Panich, Mike Steffes, myself, Terry Wells, and two 
down from Terry is Glen Jewell. We welcome our fellow 
vets to join us! Ask one of us if you have any questions.

Vets For Christ
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Wayne County Fishing Derby Winner Colin Murphy

Freya’s Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone who helped make Freya’s 
fundraiser a huge success! Thanks to your efforts, we 
were able to host an event that raised over $7,100 – all 
going toward Freya’s veterinary bills. We hosted not 
only a dinner for almost 200 people, but also a really 
fun night out. Thank you to everyone who donated 
to auctions and raffles, cooked, cleaned, set up, tore 
down, collected money, our DJ, and ran the Big 
Wheel. We would also like to thank everyone who 
helped us to advertise and promote, and everyone 
who came together to eat and be merry. The money 
raised for Freya and Stacey was all due to your efforts 
and we are so thankful!
 A huge thanks to VFW post 6695 and 6695 AUX for 
all their help with this event. People who donated and 
volunteers Dave Henwood (Hell On Wheels), Peggy 
Henwood, Linda Mentink, Ron King, Diane Miller, 
Kurt Heise (Township Supervisor), Robert McCue, 
Larry Groth, Happy’s Pizza (Ann Arbor rd), Joe’s Deli 
(Manager Jill Joseph), Lee’s Chicken, Einstien's AA rd 
(+manager Chris), O'Reilly (Tommy Williams), VFW 
6695 House Committee,  Bob Williams, Steve 
Kozmor (DJ), Donna Pastula, Mike Schlott, John 
Stewart, Wayne Buck, Chris Trtee, Larry/Pam Sargent, 
Don & Sharon R, Michelle, Al Sneath, Leslie, Ellie K, 
Judy & Jerry T, Bob & Ruth B, Big Wheel Ruthie, 
VVA 528, Cathy Brya-Rotta, Kelly K, Dale Luebke, 
Bob Lamoureux, Gary  & Janet B, Rick & Sherri A, 
Shirley F, and Stella’s of Plymouth, and anyone who 
made a cash orAnonymous donation.

It is highly likely I have missed someone or three so if 
I did please accept my apologies. There are a lot of 
people on this list that put their heart and soul into 
this event but one does stand out. Leslie went around 
to local business getting donations, helped at the 
event, and promoted it. But she also went further: she 
wanted to share some of her homemade soup with 
Stacey, and finding out that he had no way to heat it 
up, she went and got a microwave for him and if that 
wasn’t enough, she bought groceries and took them to 
him. When he has needed an ear, she has called and 
listened or Facebooked him to talk and make sure his 
spirits were continuing to remain as high as possible.

I know no one did whatever they did to receive a 
thank you, and I really think that no thank you we 

could give is sufficient - but thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.

Kelly and James Kendall
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VVA 528 2019 Sportsman’s Raffle Selling Events 
This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle Tickets. Please come out and visit with us.

Show Address City              Zip
Birch Run Expo 11600 S. Beyer Rd. Birch Run 48425
Ingam County Fairgrounds 700 E. Ash St. Lansing/Mason 48854 
Flint Gun Show 3501 Lapeer Rd. Flint 48503 
Suburban Collection Showplace   46100 Grand River Novi 48374 
Monroe County Fairgrounds 3775 S. Custer Rd. Monroe 48161 
Brownstown Sport Center 21902 Telegraph Rd. Brownstown 48283

Date Day Time Location
3/2/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Flint Gun Show 
3/3/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Flint Gun Show
3/16/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Birch Run Expo
3/17/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Birch Run Expo
4/5/2019 Friday 1400-1900 Ingham County Fairgrounds 
4/6/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Ingham County Fairgrounds 
4/7/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Ingham County Fairgrounds
4/13/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Brownstown Sport Center 
4/14/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Brownstown Sport Center 
4/19/2019 Friday 0900-1700 Brownstown Sport Center 
4/20/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase
4/21/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase 
5/4/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Birch Run Expo 
5/6/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Birch Run Expo  
6/1/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase 
6/2/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase  
7/5/2019 Friday 1400-1900 Ingham County Fairgrounds 
7/6/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Ingham County Fairgrounds  
7/7/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Ingham County Fairgrounds  
7/20/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase
7/21/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase
8/10/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Birch Run Expo
8/11/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Birch Run Expo
8/17/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Monroe County Fairgrounds 

Soup & Salad
Photos Courtesy of

Dennis & Patty Bielskis
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Pinewood Derby

Photos courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

The Auxiliary

 March Birthdays 

March 2019

Nancy Anderson, Sharon Cabreros, Don Dignan, Ronald Dillingham, Al 
Dorey, Patrick Gibbons, Micheal Goldstein, Dominic Grunas, Marty 
Heikkinen, Ellen Howington, John Itsell, Kathy Jarvis, Albert King, James 
Kish, Thomas Markowski, Mike Patten, Bob Paul, Bill Petrere, Joseph 
Radachy, Stephen Radachy, Michael Schlott, Don Schnettler, Kurt Smith, 
Larry Snowden, Stanley Truskowski, Paul Yeagy and Jeff Yoshikawa
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Chapter 528 Homefront March 2019
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Service Photos Needed
VVA Chapter  528  has  144  members’  service  photos 
d i sp layed  on  our  webs i te  www.vva528 .org /
members528.html  and  in  our  display  case.  I’m  sure 
most  members  have  a  photo  of  themselves  laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you can 
either  mail  it  to  Tom  Brown  @  17730  Snow  Ave. 
Dearborn,  MI  48124,  scan  it  and  send  it  to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere  will  place the copied service photo in 
our display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  

Ft. Sill, OK 

Chapter Officers                       
President         John Spencer              734-716-0619 
1st Vice President      Jerry Thomason              734-895-5257
2nd Vice President    Gary Bush                           734-718-2301               
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     Bob Dew              734-421-1805   
 
Board of Directors 
Mike Dicker 734-425-3414        Darrel Bazman 734-207-3197  
Don Dignan 734-525-0157         Frank Barkovich 734-397-9734 
Pete Glasgow 734-454-9663  Gene Spurgess 248-887-6212  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422   Rich Whipple 734-751-2992

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Bill Petrere 313-706-4247
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle John Spencer           734-716-0619 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522 
Website & Newsletter Tom Brown 313-336-0192 

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 734-459-6700 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, 
flyer or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles 
become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. 
Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 
(734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.
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Vietnam Veterans of America 
VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 

   March 2019Chapter 528 Homefront

Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


