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Welcome Home!

“Never Again Will One Generation of  Veterans Abandon Another”

John Spencer, President 
U S Army 1965-67

123rd Transportation 
Company (Longshoremen)

Cam Ranh Bay, RVN

September 2018

The Plymouth Fall Festival is Friday, September 7 through Sunday, September 9. Set up is Thursday afternoon. 
Meet at VFW to load supplies.Volunteer opportunities to sell soda, water, dog tags and Chapter and veteran 
products are available.
 
VVA/VFW is hosting a Car Cruise every Wednesday from 5 to 8 through the summer. Food and beverages are 
available.
  
Euchre is every Thursday at 7 pm at the VFW.

Our next member meeting is Monday, September 10 at 7 pm. Hope to see you there!   

Plymouth Fall Festival 2010
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
Don’t forget Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 
8:00PM, Car Shows every Wednesday through 
August 29 from 5:00PM-8:00PM and Euchre every 
Thursday at 7:00PM, switching back to Wednesdays 
in September.

STEAK DINNER 
Back after a many year absence, we will again be 
serving a steak dinner with all the trimmings for a 
mere $12 on Friday August 27 at 5:00PM. You will 
have the opportunity to have your steak cooked to 
order by our chef or exercise your barbecue-torial 
talents by cooking your own.

FALL FESTIVAL 
September 7-9 will be the 28th year in a row that we 
have participated in the Plymouth Fall Festival. It is 
an opportunity to remind the community we are still 
around doing what we do best, helping out Veterans 
and our community. Set up is on September 6.

GOLF OUTING 
Saturday September 22 is our annual scrambles golf 
outing at Hickory Creek. If you have yet to sign up, 
contact Darrell Bazman or Bill Grisamer. There is 
golf with cart, lunch at the turn, dinner at the Post, a 
ton of door prizes and other fun stuff….all for $70.
You can’t beat it.

KOKOMO 
On the weekend of September 13-16, Chapter and 
Post members will be taking part in the most 
anticipated event of the year just east of Kokomo, 
Indiana. Nancy and I will be attending for my 25th 
year in a row. If that doesn’t tell you something, ask 
me about it.

Kokomo 2009

Kokomo 2010

Photos taken from our website.



�3

Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux 
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.

“Mobile Riverines”

Membership 
     It is with sadness we report the death of another 
long-time member, Wally Dixon who passed away this 
past month. Our thoughts and prayers go to Wally’s 
family. We had 1 VVA and 3 AVVA applications for 
membership this past month. John Ciuffetelli, Air 
Force. has joined the chapter. Bryan Wagner, Danny 
Aulidge and Don Rachoza have joined our associates. 
Welcome John, Bryan, Danny and Don to Chapter 
528. Our current membership stands at 287 individual 
and 82 associate members. Of these we have 242 life 
VVA and 52 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of August 22, 2018 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           VVA: Andrew Lawrence
           AVVA:  Tom Moscardelli, John Peterson
     Dropped from Roster: none
     September VVA Renewals: Johnnie Johnson, Bob 
Anderson, Dennis Blake, Greg Rowe, Dale Wofford
    September AVVA Renewals: Nancy Anderson, Terry 
Parks
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep 
your membership current.
 

Fall Festival 
     The Plymouth Fall Festival dates are September 7, 8 
and 9 with setup on Thursday the 6th. There are a 
couple of time changes this year. We will meet at the 
post on Thursday at 1:30 to load up and go to the tent 
site at 2:00 (instead of 4:30 and 5:00). Here are our 
operating hours for the festival:

Friday 3:00 – 10:00 (new start time)
Saturday 11:00 – 10:00
Sunday 11:00 - 6:00

     Besides the pop and water Bill Petrere will have a 
lot of chapter merchandise for sale and Dale Luebke 

will be making dog tags. On Sunday Gordie 
Bardeleben will need help for the car show 
starting at about 7:00am. Lots of help is needed 
overall so please consider volunteering some time 
to help make this year’s event another success.

VFW Parking Lot 
     It’s finally done. The parking lot was repaved 
on Monday, August 6 by Copeland Paving Co. 
They did a fantastic job and with regular 
maintenance it should last till we are long gone. 
Thanks again to everyone who helped us raise the 
$60,000 it cost to get it completed.

Life Memberships 
     The new anticipated $50 life membership 
program that I have been writing about the last 
few months only applies to VVA members. AVVA 
has their own fees and they are not changing. It 
remains $100 for ages 60 and over and $175 for 
those under age 60.

Chapter Raffle 
     There was no reason to have a drawing since 
there is enough money to cover all those who 
were eligible. They will have their life member fee 
paid when the new program goes into effect. 
Those individuals are: John Bertorello, James 
Grant. Harold Hachigian, Robert Kuhlman and 
Marcel Loosbrock. Associate member Brenda 
Menendez will also receive a life membership.
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Rich Whipple 
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Chaplain’s Corner 
What’s Your Passion? 

“Our Daily Bread”
 Author: David Roper

     One of the tellers at my bank has a photograph of a 
Shelby Cobra roadster on his window (the Cobra is a 
high-performance automobile built by the Ford Motor 
Company).

     One day, while transacting business at the bank, I 
asked him if that was his car.  “No”, he replied, “that’s 
my passion, my reason to get up every morning and go 
to work.  I’m going to own one someday.”

     I understand this young man’s passion.  A friend of 
mine owned a Cobra, and I drove it on one occasion!  
It’s a mean machine!  But a Cobra, like everything else 
in this world, isn’t worth living for.

Those who trust in things apart from God “are 
brought to their knees and fall,” according to the 
psalmist (Psalm 20:80).

     That’s because we were made for God and nothing 
else will do…a truth we validate in our experience 
every day: We buy this or that because we think these 
things will make us happy, we ask ourselves, “Is this 
all?”  Something is always missing.’’

     Nothing this world has to offer us…even very good 
things, fully satisfies us.  There is a measure of 
enjoyment in them, but our happiness soon fades away 
(1 John 2:17).  Indeed, “God cannot give us happiness 
and peace apart from Himself,” C.S. Lewis concluded.  
“There is no such thing.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s notes: Bring on the prayers for the 
following members: Al Kerbyson at Ann Arbor VA, 
Rick Blandina’s family in the passing of his mother, 
Norris and Dianna Cutler with health issues. Rev. Bill 
Kren’s Stage 4 lung cancer has now spread to his brain 
- please say a prayer for Bill.

Plymouth Fall Festival 1993
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

The Auxiliary

 SEPTEMBER 2018 BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER 2018

David Baringer, Roger Bebow, Daniel Bowe, Leon Carter, Clark Crain, Robert 
Denstedt, Timothy Dunatchik, Thomas Forster, Peter Glasgow, James Grant,  
David Henwood, John Heraghty, Steward Israel, William Kren, Rich Lewis,  
Ron Little, Victor Lukasiak, Charles Neal, Don Petrere, Dave Ramsey, Albert 
Sneath, Robert “Bobby” Somerville and John Spencer
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Chapter Officers                       
President         John Spencer              734-716-0619 
1st Vice President      Jerry Thomason              734-895-5257
2nd Vice President    Gary Bush                        734-718-2301               
Secretary                    Ron King                         734-679-6424 
Treasurer                    Bob Dew              734-421-1805   
 
Board of Directors 
Mike Dicker 734-425-3414        Darrel Bazman 734-207-9734  
Don Dignan 734-525-0157         Frank Barkovich 734-397-9734 
Pete Glasgow 734-454-9663    Gene Spurgess 248-887-6212  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Rich Whipple 734-751-2992

Committees
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Assistant Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant Chief  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Chief Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Bill Petrere 313-706-4247
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle John Spencer          734-716-0619 
State Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State A.Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522 
Website & Newsletter Tom Brown 313-336-0192 

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan 
Phillip Smith - Director  Toll Free-1-844-885-6424
 
Veterans Crisis Centers      
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article or 
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles 
become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for 
space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW 
Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

Chapter 528 Homefront  SEPTEMBER 2018
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Service Photos Needed
VVA Chapter  528  has  141  members’  service  photos 
d i sp layed  on  our  webs i te  www.vva528 .org /
members528.html  and  in  our  display  case.  I’m  sure 
most  members  have  a  photo  of  themselves  laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you can 
either  mail  it  to  Tom  Brown  @  17730  Snow  Ave. 
Dearborn,  MI  48124,  scan  it  and  send  it  to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere  will  place the copied service photo in 
our display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  

Ft. Sill, OK 

mailto:tom@vva528.org
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
http://www.vva528.org/members528.html
mailto:tombrown1949@gmail.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com


�9

No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.
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Vietnam Veterans of America 
Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to 
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large. 
Name_________________________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________ 
Zip____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________ 
Date of Birth_______________________________ 
email_______________________________________________ 

$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed____  ($50 - 3 years  _____ ) $100 Lifetime _____ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member 
(Copy of your DD-214 Form Enclosed). One must have served a minimum of 180 days of 
active service. 
____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member AVVA 
Enclosed is my check for $20.00____ 1 year  $50.00 3 years _______ 
AVVA Life under 60 - $175 _____ - Life over 60 $100 ______ 

New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card 
No.________________________________ 

Today's Date_________________________ 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 

   
September 2018Chapter 528 Homefront

Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


