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Welcome Home!

Ron King, President 
38th Air Rescue & 

Recovery Squadron
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

1971-1972

“Never Again Will One Generation 
of Veterans Abandon  Another”

Greetings,

As with every year, we have much to look forward to, and much to do. The opportunities are to volunteer for 
activities and events is ever present, and this year is no exception. When this issue of the Newsletter is published, the 
annual Fish Fries will be winding down to the last one on April 3rd. This year has been another record breaking year  
due largely to the extensive volunteer hours expended by VVA members, as well as by our many dual VFW-VVA 
members.
Leading into May, please plan to attend our Second Annual Agent Orange Town Hall meeting at Northville High 
School on Saturday, May 9th. This should be a very informative and educational meeting to more clearly understand 
the effects that Agent Orange dioxins may have, not only on our veterans, but also on several future generations. 
Again, the need to volunteer your time for this event is requested.
Also, May is the beginning of the 11th Annual Car Shows. Although the Chapter is no longer in charge of the car 
shows, the VFW will require the same level of volunteerism as in previous years to make the shows the 
overwhelming successes they have become.
 Another major chapter event is the Annual Chapter Election of Officers and Board of Directors at the General 
Business Meeting on April 13th. This is an excellent time for members to volunteer their time, skills, and ideas to 
help move the chapter forward. As for my time as the chapter president for the last two years, I want to sincerely 
thank each of you for the tremendous show of support I have enjoyed. I am truly humbled to have had the pleasure 
of leading the finest organization of veterans anywhere. THANK YOU!

Sincerely,
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Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Digger’s Desk

BAKED OR FRIED-I COD HARDLY 
MAKE UP MY MIND…GROAN!

With only two Fridays left, our annual Fish Fry is 
as popular as ever, selling over 280 dinners two 
weeks in a row, never dropping below 250. Come 
on down and enjoy fresh cod (baked or fried) with 
baked potato, mac ‘n cheese, french fries, cole slaw 
with roll and butter. The fish would be fantabulous 
even if I wasn’t the cook. The overall success is 
due to so many volunteers, including the day 
before and after. See you there.

TIME TO STEP UP

Concluding with the Annual Membership meeting 
in April, nominations will be taken for officers and 
BOD members who will lead us into the next year 
of Chapter 528 business. If you want to get more 
involved, have someone nominate you or you may 
nominate yourself. Ask me and I’ll nominate you.

SPORTSMAN’S RAFFLE

You have the old sales pros like Gene Spurgess 
(who could sell ice to an Eskimo), John Iaquinta, 
Gary Kubik and a few others who have more than 
generously supported the Chapter’s single biggest 
(by far) source of funds which is our biannual 
Sportsman’s Raffle. For this to be successful, we 
need sellers to go to the various venues we have 
engaged that are conducive to this activity. You 
don’t need to sell over 400-500 tickets which the 
above individuals have achieved….Yes they did ! 
How about maybe 10 tickets ? Please devote at 
least one day of your time and you may surprise 
yourself. Friends and family are usually willing 
buyers. Yesterday, March 21, in four hours Jim 
Hodgson and I sold 34 tickets at Gander 
Mountain. It can be done. Don’t leave it to the 
next person. Help support your Chapter.

CAR CRUZ

The parking lot should begin to fill every 
Wednesday beginning May 13 or so and 
throughout the summer. Come out and enjoy the 
vehicles, food and refreshments.

THINK GOLF

Beginning around the first of May all VVA, 
AVVA, VFW and members of either Auxiliary 
are eligible to golf in our every Monday all 
members golf outing. It is a great time to relax, 
have some fun and laugh along with everybody. 
Let me know if you might be interested and I’ll 
put you “on tour”.

I’ll see you at the April meeting. It’s a great time 
to be a Veteran.
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Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.

“Mobile Riverines”

Odds & Ends

Chapter Elections
The following members have accepted nomination for 
chapter office.

President    John Spencer
1st Vice President  Dick Waldecker
2nd Vice President   Mike Steffes
    Secretary   Jim Hodgson
   Treasurer   Bob Dew
Board Members  (4)  Mike Dicker

(2 year term)  Pete Glasgow
    Ben Tallman
    Joe Tebor
    Terry Wells
    Rich Whipple
     
Natl Convention Delegate (6) Frank Barkovich
    Bob Dew
    Ted Enright
    Gary Estermyer
    Jim Hodgson
    Ron King
    John Spencer
    Jerry Thomason

   Election Committee (3)              Joe Agius
    Dean Bell

John Bresnahan
John Fleming  

    Bob Lamoureux
    Dale Luebke
     Nominations will again be taken at the April meeting 
before the elections. If you want to run for office please 
make your intentions known. You can nominate yourself if 
you wish. Note: You cannot run for office or vote in the 
elections if your membership is not current.

AVVA
     Our associates will also be electing a chapter liaison at the 
April meeting. 

Pizza and Pop
     As a little enticement to attend the April membership 
meeting and participate in our chapter elections, pizza and 
pop will be provided to all who attend. Please make an effort 
to come and vote for the candidate of your choice, enjoy 

some good pizza and get to know your fellow members a 
little better.

Membership
     I received 1 individual application this past month. 
Doug Appleyard, Marines, has joined our chapter after 
attending last month’s meeting. Welcome Home Doug and 
welcome to Chapter 528. Our current membership stands 
at 266 individual and 78 associate members. Of these we 
have 153 life VVA and 25 life AVVA members.
     Dropped From Roster: Dennis Crimboli, Barbara 
Atkins
     Lapsed Members: As of March 22, 2015 the following 
individuals have not renewed their membership: Carl 
Allen, Michel Johnson, John Krawcke, Robert Spaw
     April VVA Renewals: Roger Buelow, Bob Cohen, Skip 
Davison, Gary Paver, Don Petrere, Pete Reckinger, George 
Surowy 
     April AVVA Renewals:  Bryan Bentley, Betty Durham, 
David Kelly, John Nichols, John Peterson, Dave Randall, 
Chris Roberts, Larry Snowden
     If you have already renewed thank you. If you have not, 
please do so before the end of the month to keep your 
membership current.

Color Guard
     On Sunday, March 22rd Frank Gilbo and I posted the 
colors at the annual Cub Scouts Blue and Gold Awards 
luncheon in Novi. We spent a very entertaining afternoon 
with the scouts and their parents.
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Chaplain’s Corner

Rich Whipple
Chapter Chaplain

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell:	
  734-­‐751-­‐2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503d Infantry

173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

The	
  Cost	
  of	
  Unbelief
TGIF (Today God is First) Volume 2 by Os Hillman

"And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that 

he rewards those who earnestly seek him" (Heb 11:5-6).

How is your faith quotient?  On a scale of 1 to 10 
where would you rank yourself? Everyday, I marvel 
at the faith most of us exercise without even 
thinking about it.

We drive our cars 60-70 miles per hour with an 
oncoming car doing the same with only a white line 
and six to eight feet separating us.  We place our 
faith that every car will not cross into our lane.  We 
fly on airplanes that take us over oceans, trusting 
the pilots with our very lives.  We ride on thrilling 
amusement rides that take us several stories into 
the air and travel fifty to seventy miles per hour 
down a winding slope.  We trust the operators of 
that ride with our own mortality.

There is a great irony in the fact that we can place 
our faith in such things but cannot place our faith 
in the hands of our Creator.  God got angry with 
one of his priests named Zechariah when he 
questioned his angelic messenger about his wife 
becoming pregnant with John the Baptist.

"Zechariah asked the angel, 'How can I be sure of this? 
I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.' The 
angel answered, 'I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you 
this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, because you did not 
believe my words, which will come true at their proper 
time'" (Luke 1:8-20).

Zechariah was struck mute because of his unbelief 
for nine months until the birth of John the Baptist. 
What consequence have you suffered from a lack of 
faith?  Jesus is always looking for faith on the earth.  
Is there an area in your life where you have not 
been able to trust God? Why not repent of your 

unbelief and place your faith totally in His hands 
today?
_____________________________________________

Chaplain’s notes: I picked this “right on” article above, 
because earlier in the week, I was asking the same thing 
as Os Hillman asked (“Why not repent of your unbelief 
and place your faith totally in His hands today?).  It is so 
true that we all have faith in our driving, traveling, etc., 
but yet there is a very good possibility that we could die 
instantly from an accident, heart attack, stroke, etc.  If you 
haven’t made the decision to accept Christ as your 
Savior( the only way you can experience eternal life 
according to God’s Word, the Bible), you will not have 
that opportunity to be assured of your salvation that will 
“seal” your presence in Heaven.  What assurance do you 
have that you will experience heaven?  It has nothing to 
do with how “good” of a person you are, it has to do with 
God’s GRACE that He has given us, but you need to open 
up the door to your heart/soul, and ask Him to accept you, 
even with our sinful nature.  He loves you and wants 
every one of you to be a part of His kingdom.  If any of 
you would like to discuss this with me, please contact me. 
Time is marching on!!
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The Bear’s Den

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)

USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349

Sub Sq. 5

Joy Road Pick Up on Saturday, April 25
Our first scheduled Wayne County Adopt-A-Road 
assignment is scheduled for Saturday, April 25.  The 
other dates will be: Saturday, July 25, and Saturday, 
October 10.  Wayne County chooses the dates that 
their trucks will be picking up the bagged trash.

This year marks our Chapter’s 18th year with the 
responsibility of keeping Joy Road clean.
There will be a sheet to sign up at our next VVA 
meeting on April 13.  I will bring the donuts!

We will meet at the UAW Hall parking lot located 
on the southeast corner of Joy Road and Canton 
Center Road, at 8:30 A.M.  We will most likely end 
up at Zack’s in Plymouth for some good grub 
afterwards.  Usually takes us about 1-1/2 hours to 
get the pick up done.

Rich Whipple
Coordinator

It was a good March. Good corned beef and 
cabbage. Ran out before 5 PM so we will have at 
least 350 pounds next year. Thanks to all who 
enjoyed the best. The crew consisted on the best 
cooks ever (Bob Montieth, Bill and Denny 
Donahue). We also had great help of the floor in 
the kitchen and in the publicity department. One 
of the members ended up at Post 32 and said that it 
was not as good and cost more.  

Have you brought in a new member lately???
I finally got my feet wet selling sportsman tickets 
away from the post. Digger and Hodgson did well 
in the morning. Hodgson stayed on with me until 
the end on Saturday. Jim Harvey was there 
onSunday morning and I finished up the day. In 
total, we sold 106 tickets for the weekend. Please 
help out when you have time or sell to your friends,
neighbors and relatives.

We now have "fireballs" at the lounge.......Don't 
forget the free hotdogs on Tiger opening day and 
the regular beer $1.00 for small draughts with each 
Tiger Home Run during the season. Will be having 
a special on Alaskan and also labatt bottles, ask the 
"bar tenders". Thanks to all! bear, (734) 459-6700  
10:30 AM till 2 PM
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50” LED TV TenPoint Wicked Ridge Invader HP ACU-52 Crossbow Package
50” LED TV Excalibur Ibex SMF Crossbow Kit
50” LED TV Bear Archery Attitude Ready-To-Hunt Bow Package, RH, 29", 70 lbs., Realtree APG
50” LED TV Diamond Archery Outlaw Bow Package, RH, 60 lbs., Mossy Oak Treestand finish
50” LED TV Benelli Nova Shotgun
Canon 18 MP Camera Mossberg 535 Tactical Pump Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Stoeger Model 3000 Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Mossberg 535 ATS Turkey/Waterfowl Shotgun Combo
HP Laptop Computer 17.3” 500GB HD 4GB RAM webcam CZ-USA Mallard Shotgun
HP All In One Desktop 1TB HD 4GB RAM Win 8 Remington Model 870 Express Tactical Shotgun
55” LED TV Marlin 336C Lever Action Centerfire Rifle
55” LED TV Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Thompson/Center Venture Centerfire Rifle
Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm Combo Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
Ruger 10/22 takedown rifle Ruger 10/22 Reaper Buck Camo w/4x32 scope
Savage Axis Stainless Centerfire Rifle Henry Golden Boy Youth Rimfire Rifle
Remington Model 770 Centerfire Rifle Package Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm
Mossberg ATR Centerfire Rifle Package  CVA Optima V2 Camo Muzzleloader Rifle

Mail to: 2015 Sportsman's Raffle
V.V.A 528
P.O. Box 6295
Plymouth,Mi. 48170-4321

R23562

2015 Sportsman's Raffle

Name: Check No.

Address:

City, State, & Zip:

Telephone Number:

Quantity:

V.F.W. Post 6695 - 1426 S. Mill St., Plymouth, MI. 48170-4321
$20.00 (US) per Ticket - Need Not Be Present To Win.

Drawing: Sunday, October 11, 2015 – 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

Maximum of 5000 Tickets Printed!
(Must Be 18 Years Old to Purchase Tickets)

*Prize winners responsible for taxes and all pertinent state and federal regulations.

or ABC Warehouse, Canton, MI

U.S. Funds only

  

I am 18-years old or older

  x   $20 ea.  =
(We will return check if box is not checked.)

* * * * *
Proceeds to benefit hospitalized veterans, community and veteran projects and the General Fund of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 528. If 1500 tickets are not sold, the Sportsman's Raffle will revert to a 50/50 Raffle 
with a minimum prize of $5,000.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

40 Prizes To Be Awarded - Winning Tickets Go Back Into Hopper!

WWW.VVA528.ORG

Additional in-house raffles will be available.

All Prizes are awarded through Gander Mountain, Novi, MI

***   FREE  FOOD AND DRINK  -  RAFFLE TICKET REQUIRED FOR ENTRY   ***

Total:   $

License No.

Requests must be made prior to Friday, 
October 9, 2015 to allow time for 

processing and delivery.
Make checks to : VVA 528

* * * * * Support Your Local Veterans and their Projects

men’s

2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle

2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle
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John Spencer, 
Chair

Bob Dew, Fund 
Raising Chair

  Dennis Bielskis                   

  Gene Spurgess                           Joe Agius'         '   Jerry Thomason   '            Gary “Bear” Kubik'        
'         

Don Dignan

2015 VVA 528 & VFW Post 6695 Sportsmen’s Raffle Selling Events
This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle tickets. Please come out and visit with us.

Saline!            5055 Saline-Ann Arbor Rd      Saline
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VVA 528 Membership & Election Meeting Monday,  April 13, 2015   1426 South Mill St. 
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

Ralph Auge, Gordon Bardeleben, Michael Barnowski, Earl Burgis, 
Robert Couturier, Norris Cutler, Edward Dziadzio, Gerald Grzesik,
Tom Guditis, William Hayes, Ronald Joffman, Glen Jewell, Michael 
Karath, Larry Jones, Al Kerbyson, Robert Leshan, John Lindsay, 
Barbara Little, Rich Mazurkiewicz, John Nichols, Gary Pritchard, 
Jay Roberts, Cheri Schlott, Gordon Segal, Dale Sirkle and John 
Zielinski.

April Birthdays

Tom Brown, Editor
2nd Missile Battalion, 44th 
Artillery Pershing 1st year
HDG III Corps 2nd year

Ft. Sill, OK
1971 - 1972

Calendar by Tom Brown 

Our active online calendar @ 
www.vva528.org/ourevents.html

VFW Calendar for April

Euchre - 1st, 3rd and 5th Wed. at 6:30 PM
3rd - Karaoke Night - 8:00 PM
14th - General Membership Mtg. 7 PM
16th - Men’s Auxiliary - 6:30 PM
17th - Karaoke Night - 8:00 PM
17th - Steak Night - 5 - 7 PM
21st - Board Mtg. 7 PM

VVA General 
Mem. Mtg.
7:00 pm

VVA Board Mtg.
7:00 pm

Come back on
Monday, April 27th

http://www.vva528.org/ourevents.html
http://www.vva528.org/ourevents.html
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Chapter Officers                 $     
President     #      Ron King#              
1st Vice President       Jim Hodgson#              
2nd Vice President     Leroy Paige#              
Secretary#                     Richard Waldecker         
Treasurer#                     Bob Dew#              #   

Board of Directors
Bill Browning# # Gene Spurgess 
Mike Dicker               # Benjamin Tallman 
Don Dignan #      #  Joe Tebor  #
Rich Mazurkiwicz       # Jerry Thomason 

Committees
A.O./Health Care# # Bob Dew#
Agent Orange Events# Bob Dew##
AVVA Representative# Bryan Bentley#
By-Laws# # # Jim Hodgson# # #
Chaplain## # Rich Whipple#
Chapter Historian## Rich Waldecker#
Color/Honor Guard# Bob Lamoureux#
# # # Rick Ciaramitaro # #
Fundraising# # Bob Dew## #
Homeless Veterans# John Fleming
Membership # # Bob Lamoureux
#
Homefront Newsletter#
     Editor & Publisher# Tom Brown#
     Assistant Editor# Don Dignan#
     Distribution Chief# Jim Hodgson#
     Assistant Chief  # Ron King
# # # Dale Luebke#
Product Sales# # Bill Browning# #
POW/MIA# # Al Kerbyson
# # # Vaughn Hull#
Public Affairs# # Don Dignan#
Sergeant-at-Arms# # John Fleming#
Service Representative# Aggie Little#
Sportsmen’s Raffle## John Spencer#
State Delegate# # Gary Estermyer#
State A.Delegate# # Dennis Bielskis#
State A. Delegate # # Bill Boudreau#
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling#
VAVS Deputy# # Vaughn Hull#
Vietnam War 50th Com.# Ron King#
Website# # # Tom Brown#

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director# 313-961-9568    313-226-4181

Veterans Crisis Centers$$ $ $ $ $ $
Veterans Center# # 313-381-1370# # # # # # #
Dearborn Crisis Center# 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit# 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the 
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all 
published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 
reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor,  or the National 
VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

Chapter 528 Homefront April 2015
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertixing Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 
 when turning in your vehicle.
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Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________

Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

   April 2015Chapter 528 Homefront


