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President’s Corner
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Ron Kin g Never Again Will One Generation

of Veterans Abandon Another”

Chapter turnout for our Veteran’s Day Ceremony on November 11th was fantastic and demonstrated to our
community how important our veterans are to us. Moreover, it was an honor to speak for the chapter, and
to listen to eloquent speeches from VFW Commander, Dennis Bielskis, and VFW Ladies Auxiliary
President, Shirley Caldwell. As usual, Rick Ciaramitaro and the Color Guard members did their normal
outstanding job as did Rich Mazurkiewicz with the playing of Taps.

A warm “Thank You” to VFW Post 6695 for hosting a delicious chili, hotdog luncheon after the ceremony.
November is also our time to enjoy our families and friends with Thanksgiving Day festivities before we
face a very busy, but fun-filled December. If chapter members ever wanted to get involved in voluntary
activities, December is your month! We start with volunteers needed to help the VEFW sell Christmas
trees. Each year is better than the last as the word is out in the community that we have the best deals
anywhere! Also, we ring bells for the Salvation Army, we have Children’s and Adult Christmas parties, we
have a Kohl’s sponsored Clothing Drive for our homeless veterans, and we visit hospitalized veterans at the
VA facility in Ann Arbor. As you can see, the need for volunteers is extensive. Please help where and when
you can.

PAGE 1 Presidents Corner continues on page 2



President’s Corner continued from page 1

Our last ceremony for the year is a tribute to our
World War II veterans on Pearl Harbor Day,
December 7, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. at the Plymouth
Memorial Park.

2013 has been a phenomenal year with us doing
many great things for many great people and
organizations. You should all be very proud of your
achievements throughout the year. I know that I
am grateful for your accomplishments and
continued support. You make being your chapter
president very easy for me, as well as one of my
greatest lifetime achievements. May you and your
families and friends have a warm and wonderful
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Ron King, President M
38thAir Rescue & ‘v *@%
Recovery Squadron “f
Ton Son Nhut AB, RVN % 0. Y
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Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Winter Clothing Drive

It is time to start thinking about our annual
Christmas activities.

Our Chapter will be doing the Salvation Army Bell
Ringing at Sam's Club on Ford Road in Canton (same
as last year), on Saturday, December 7th from 10 AM
until § PM. We still need volunteers for the last few
hours. Please, get in touch with me if you are able to
volunteer.

We are also taking part in our 8§ Annual Winter
Clothing Drive for the Detroit Veterans Center
which will be held during the first three weeks of
December.

£

John Fleming

92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay
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The Fallen Heroes of
Plymouth-Canton

Our first Fallen Hero is Corporal Richard L.
Nowry. He served in the US. Marine Corps.
Chapter 528°s 2nd V.P. Leroy Paige has undertaken
the responsibility and honor of finding Heroes from
the Plymouth-Canton area. Every other month we
will publish in our newsletter the name and photo of

alocal hero. In addition, all photos will be placed on
our chapter’s newest web page - wwwvvas28.org/
fallfallenheroesofplymcanton.html. Included on

the web page and under each service photo will be a
hyperlinked fact page for each hero which Leroy
obtained by using the Virtual Wall.

s

Corporal Richard L. Nowry

Leroy Paige
RVN 69-70
1st Signal Brigade

Members In Distress

Ken Winkler is recovering from surgery:.
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Digger’s Desk

HALLOWEEN PARTY

October 26 saw a preponderance of witches at the
Halloween party....nmmmmm but only one
Unabomber! Everyone had a surprisingly good time
and we’re looking forward to next year.

TROOP SHIPPING

On November 21 we shipped another 13 boxes of
requested items to the troops of HHT, 3rd Squadron,
2nd Cav Regiment in Afghanistan. Thanks to Jim
Hodgson, Don McLane, Al Sneath and his Mom, and
Janet Nippa who helped out Nancy and I that day.
Thanks to all who donated cash as well as items going
to the troops since it cost $14.85 per box shipped,
total $193.05. If you have a son/daughter, grandson/
grand daughter, niece/nephew who is deployed
overseas and might like some stateside support, get us
a name and address and we’ll be sure to get a package
sent to them. Remember what it was like getting a
package from home back in the day?

VETERANS GOLF DAY

‘We have been weathered out for the year. See
everyone next spring.

VETERAN’S DAY

A very nice ceremony at Veteran’s Memorial Park in
downtown Plymouth, followed by a snack at the Post.
Mostly everyone then dined at one or more of the
local restaurants sponsoring Veteran’s Day with a free
dining experience.

PEARL HARBOR DAY

“A day that will live in infamy” will be celebrated at
Veterans Memorial Park in downtown Plymouth
with a ceremony at :0o0PM. This is the day that
thrust America into WWII and forever changed the
world.
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

For the first time in many years, we will hold a children’s
Christmas party December 8 from 1-4PM.

Children 12 and under are welcomed but you must have

alerted Patty Bielskis ahead of time as to how many and
what ages of the children.

ANNARBORVAMC CHRISTMAS PARTY

Our usual trek to the Ann Arbor VAMC for the patient
Veterans Christmas visit will take place on Tuesday
December 17. Meet in the lobby at 5:30PM and along
with Chapter 310 and others, we will attempt to bring a
little joy to the folks who served our country but who
may spend the holidays in the hospital. See you there.

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

CHLDRENOLITR

OTNAGTARTY

For;ﬂmembers and their

children & _grand children o— o
DEC.sTH | 1w
1pm —4 pm ;

Agcs 12 and under.

RSVP by 11/22/13

Reservations needed.
call Patty Bielskis 248.977 9862 or email pattybielskis@comcast.net or Dennis Bielskis
248.767.1654 or dbielskis@comcast net




Odds & Ends

Membership

We had 3 individuals submit applications this
past month. Philip Lang, Army, and Arthur
Krueger, Marines, have joined our chapter. David
Perez, also a veteran, has joined our associates.
Welcome Home Phil, Art and David and welcome
to Chapter §28. Our current membership stands at
256 individual and 67 associate members. Of these
we have 139 life VVA and 21 life AVVA members

Lapsed Members: As of November 22, 2013 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:

VVA: Leon Carter, Danny Droz, Ellen
Howington, Ken Karp, Phil Wertanen
AVVA: Joanna Lafleur, Glenn Smith
Dropped From Roster: none
December VVA Renewals: Mason Grahl, Glen
Jewell, Harry Ohanian
December AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Color Guard

Frank Gilbo and myself attended a salute to
veterans program at Tyler Elementary School in
honor of Veteran’s Day. The kids were very
enthusiastic and asked some interesting questions.
We also gave their flag corps some pointers on flag
etiquette. The color guard provided an honor
volley and Taps at the Veteran’s Day ceremony in
Plymouth. Bill Browning also played Taps at the
ceremony in Canton. On December 7th we will
provide an honor volley and Taps at the Pearl
Harbor Day ceremony in Plymouth.

Chapter Raflle

Congratulation to Rich Mazerkiewicz. Rich is
the latest winner of the chapter raffle and will
receive a life membership. There will be another
drawing at the December meeting. Come on out
and see if you are our next winner.
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Christmas Trees

The VFW will be selling Christmas trees again this
year. They will be delivered on Nov. 27th and go on
sale Friday, Nov. 29th. There is a wide variety available
so if you want a fresh cut tree come and check the
selection. They are competitively priced and veterans
receive a discount. There are also wreaths available.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

5.4

a Bob Lamoureux

Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

4P
Burger Christmas Carnival

Once again we would like to invite our Veterans to
join us at Burger School for Students with Autism
during our Christmas Carnival. Our students and
staff enjoy visiting with you and learning about our
military forces. We always look forward to seeing
you.

Please, join us on Thursday, December 12, 9:00 to
2:00, lunch provided. Thank you for your service
and Welcome Home!

Debby Bradley
Burger Teacher
Retired

AV VA Life Member

Students from the 2012 Carnival



Attention Vietnam Vets!

Every veteran has a story. We want to hear yours!
The Plymouth Historical Museum in conjunction
with the Veteran’s History Project is currently
accepting reservations for veterans who would like
their story to be told and kept for posterity. It will
only take an hour or two of your time to come
down to the Plymouth Historical Museum in
downtown Plymouth where your story will be
videotaped. You will receive a copy of your
interview (DVD) as a keepsake.

As the World War II generation passes on it is up
to the Vietnam vets to come forward and tell it like
it was. No matter what MOS or job you had it will
be of interest to future generations. We would like
to get as many Vietnam vet stories as possible but
not to the exclusion of WWII and Korean War
veterans. All are welcome.

In recent years I have interviewed over 50 veterans
(mostly WWII) at the Plymouth Historical
Museum and each one is a gem. I have interviewed
cooks, electricians, truck drivers, clerks, soldiers,
sailors, airmen as well as a few war workers. Each
story was unique, interesting and another footnote
to history. Do not pass this chance up and call me
at the Museum @ (734) 455-8940 to reserve an
interview date. If I am not in when you call please
leave your name and phone number with the
Museum staff. Thank you for your service.

Dan Packer
Plymouth Historical Museum
Archives Department
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Christmas Packages 2nd Cavalry Unit

Grand Rapids Veterans Home

On Tuesday, November 12th I handed a
check to Sara Dunne, Administrator, of
Grand Rapids Veterans Home, $1,000 for
their Wish List. I also gave Betty Pike , VVA
Ch 18 $300 for their Thanksgiving Day
Dinner. Both were very happy to receive the
checks to help the veterans at the home.

Dick Waldecker
Army 1968 - Sec. &
Chapter Historian

A special thanks to all those who donated money,
items, or help with the packing. We shipped 13
care packages to our adopted unit, Second
Cavalry Unit. Thanks to Janet Nippa, Patty
Bielskis, Jim Hodgson. Al Sneath, and his mother,
and Don & Nancy Dignan.

-

Nancy Dignan

Betty Pike and Dick




Chaplain’s Corner

Dreams of Childhood

From Our Daily Bread
Author: Randy Kilgore

Years ago, I asked fifth-grade students to prepare a
list of questions to ask Jesus if He were to show up
in person the following week. I also asked groups of
adults to do the same thing.

The results were startlingly different! The kids’
questions ranged from adorable to poignant: “Wz/
~we have to sit around in robes and sing all day in heaven?
Will my puppy be in heaven? Were the whales in or out of
the ark? How’s my grandpa doing up there with You?”
Almost without fail, their questions were free from
doubt that heaven existed or that God acts
supernaturally.

Adults, on the other hand, featured a completely
different line of questioning: “Why do bad things
bappen to good peaple? How do I know You're listening to
my prayers? Why is there only one way to heaven? How
could a loving God let this tragedy bappen to me?”

For the most part, children live life unfettered by
the cares and sorrows that burden adults. Their
faith lets them trust God more readily. While we
adults often get lost in trials and sorrows, children
retain the psalmist’s view of life — an eternal
perspective that sees the greatness of God (Psalms
8:1-2).

God can be trusted, and He longs for us to trust
Him the way children do (Matthew 18:3)

“An intimate walk with God lifts our eyes from
today’s trials and into eternity’s triumphs.”

As Thanksgiving approaches us, I ask that you
count your blessings. We all have them! Our

6

blessings could be having family nearby or loved
ones, friends that will look out for you, health, our
food and shelter. We all have these!

Thank God for what you have. Is the glass half

empty, or half full? Only you can answer that.

Rich Whipple ARBORNE
Chapter Chaplain
HHC/2/503d Infantry

173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969 s

The Bear’s Den

Pearl Harbor will be remembered on December 7th
at 1:00 PM at Veterans Memorial Park with SOS to
follow at the Post. Also, the Meat Raffle takes place
on the same evening. From all of the VFW Staff, we
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. We will be open until 5:30 PM
on Christmas Eve but closed on Christmas Day.

We have added new stuff. Come and check it out.

Thanks,

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TMz2 (SS)
USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349
Sub Sq. 5
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SERVICE FLAGS [1st maring air WING|

A SERVICE FLAG OR SERVICE BANNER in the United States is an official banner that
family members of service members can display. The flag or banner is defined as a white
field with a red border, with a blue star for each family member serving in the Armed Forces
of the United States during any period of war or hostilities in which the Armed Forces of the
United States are engaged. A gold star (with a blue edge) represents a family member that died
during service, without specifying cause of death. The deceased might have been killed in
action, or died due to unrelated causes.

The banner was designed in 1917 by United Sates Army Captain Robert L.
Queisser of the 5™ Ohio Infantry, in honor of his two sons who were serving in
World War I. It was quickly adopted by the public and by government officials.

* On September 24, 1917, an Ohio congressman read into the Congressional
Record: The mayor of Cleveland, the Chamber of Commerce and the Governor of
Ohio has adopted this service flag. The world should know of those who give so
much for liberty. The dearest thing in the entire world to a father and mother are
their children.

These flags were first used in World War I, with subsequent standardization and
codification by the end of World War II. They were not popular during the
Vietnam War, but have come back into use. In modern usage, an organization
may fly a service flag if one of its members is serving active duty.

Manufacture of these flags is only by specific government license in the
territories under American jurisdiction. The same section of the United States
Code that limits manufacture of the banner also mentions lapel pins. There is
no legal specification of the banner's size, but according to the DoD code; the
flag size ratio must be 10:19, the same as the Flag of the United States. When
displayed with the national flag, the latter should take the place of honor. If the
flags displayed differ in size, the national flag should be larger.

Blue and gold are the only colors specified for use, but some say silver stars are customary for
those discharged from service because of wounds or being invalided home. The Silver Star
Families of America is an organization attempting to encourage the U.S.
Congress to make the silver star service banner official for those wounded or
injured in a war zone. 49 states, Guam, Saipan, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, the
Chickasaw Nation and over 2,700 cities and counties have issued proclamations
in support of the Silver Star Banner and of Silver Star Service Banner Day on
May 1 of every year.

On April 21, 2010 the United States House of representatives passed House Resolution 855, a
stand alone resolution recognizing the Silver Star Service Banner and making May 1 Silver
Star Service Banner Day. One state, Missouri, took steps to make such recognition a state law.




Vietham Veterans of America, Inc.
Plymouth—Canton, Ml Chapter 528

- ; “Never again shall one generation of veterans abandon another”
& ,
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VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday, December 9, 2013 1426 South Mill St.
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

VFW Calendar For December
3rd - Ladies Auxiliary - 7 pm
6th - Karaoke Night - 8 pm ]
1oth - General Membership -7 pm N\
17th - Board Meeting - 7 pm
20th - Karaoke Night - § pm

December Birthdays

Debby Bradley, Robert Brothers, Jason Bryan, Tim Curtis,
Norma Demerly, Bob Dew, Richard Dunn, Ted Enright, John
Fleming, Donald Hall, Mike Kennedy, Ronald Lowrie, Robert
Mosher, Harry Ohanian, James Peterson, Anthony Rypkowski,
Charles Sauber, Billy Simpson, Philip Skover, Jeff Snyder, Judith
Sterling, Rich Suchan, Leon Suchorski, Cass Swamba, Rodney
Tanner, Jared Thomas, Rich Whipple and Michael Willey.
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ZTROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Garden City, Ml 48135 Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) www.greatiakestrophies.com
Hours: 9 -6 Weekdays /9 - Noon Sat. E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

REMERICA

HOMETOWN Il
6231 N. CANTON CENTER RD., SUITE 106
CANTON, MI 48187

OFFICE (734) 459-9898
CELL  (734) 716-1371
FAX (734) 459-9092

AMANDA BRADLEY

AmandaBradleyRE @ gmail.com REALTOR®
RemericaHometown3.com B
£ Office Incepencently Owred & Operated @ :nm

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-397-9734
Canton, Ml 48187-7531 frabar@comcast.net

PATRIOT PAINTING

House Painting - Interior - Exterior - Custom °
Michael Karath 313-728-4185 iotpainti

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

] +Where you can still claim
Fair Market Blue Book Value

« Car donation is 100% tax deductible and
pick up is free

+ Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

Y/ Helping Those Who Help Otbers

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

alphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY m PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com
www.us336.alphagraphics.com

MEMBER

VFW, MEN'S & LADIES
AUX, VVA & AVVA
5:00 p.m

6:00 pm.
uck Please bring a dish to pass.

Please let Judy know what dish
you are bringing.

RSVP

Contact Judy Thomason at
734-545.0184

or email
judythomason@gmail.com

post

6695
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Chapter 528 Web Site: www.vvas28.org

Chapter Officers

President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Board of Directors
Bill Browning

Mike Dicker

Gary “Bear” Kubik

Gary Pritchard

Committees

A.O./Health Care
AVVA Representative
By-Laws

Chaplain

Chapter Historian
Color/Honor Guard

Constitution

ETABO

Fundraising

Government Affairs

Homeless Veterans

Membership

Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher
Assistant Editor
Distribution Chief
Assistant Chief

Product Sales

Point Man Ministries

POW/MIA
Public Affairs
Sergeant-at-Arms
Scholarship

Service Rep.
Sportsman’s Raffle

State Delegate

State VVA Product Sales
VAVS Deputy

Website

Ron King

Bob Paul

Leroy Paige
Richard Waldecker
Bob Dew

Mike Steffes
Ben Tallman
Joe Tebor

Jerry Thomason

Vaughn Hull
Dennis Waling
Bob Paul

Rich Whipple
Dick Waldecker

Bob Lamoureux

Rick Ciaramitaro
Gary Estermyer
Gordon Dorey
Bob Dew

John Fleming
Bob Lamoureux

Tom Brown
Don Dignan
Dale Luebke
Ron King
Dale Luebke
Bill Browning

Rich Whipple
Ron Wroblewski

Al Kerbyson
Don Dignan
John Fleming
Dean Bell

Don Dignan
Ron King
Aggie Little
Dennis Bielskis
Gary Estermyer
Jo}fr}; Riling Y
Vaughn Hull
Tom Brown

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan

Phillip Smith - Director
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center

Dearborn Crisis Center
VA Medical Center Detroit
VA Ann Arbor Health Care

313-961-9568 313-226-4181

313-381-1370
31358477800
31375761000

System 734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 21st of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vvas28.org or email Bill Boudreau at
wboudreau@comcast.net. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may
not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

November 2013

Chapter 528 Travel Site: www.travelvvas28.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Fleming Financial

Services, Inc.
John A. Fleming

National Association of Tax Professionals

29217 Ford Road, Suite 119
Garden City, MI 48135

phone 734 525-4560 fax 734 525-5280
toll free 888 240-1550 john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com

Suburban.legal Services PLC

ury,

1 248 677.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPLE-HEALTHIER

www.mylifefGreg.net fer

Main Street Auto Wash

‘the freshwater wash”

1191 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

Phil Pursell
(734) 455-9685

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal



http://www.528.org
http://www.528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.travelvva528.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net

11



Chapter 528 Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name
Phone
Present Address
City State
Zip
Branch of Service
Date of Birth
email
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed
| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
| am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member

| want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00 $50.00
Other

New Member Renewal Membership Card

No.

Today's Date

Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

|
)
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