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“Never Again Will One Generation 
of Veterans Abandon  Another”

Well here we are in February and the pace of activity has slowed down. We do have the Poker Shootout 
on February 6th. This is one of the more relaxing and enjoyable activities we have. Don Dignan 
coordinates this activity and Darrell Bazman tends bar, while the rest of us get to enjoy an evening of 
cards with friends. February also starts nominations for election of officers for the coming year. Again, I 
strongly encourage anyone who has been a member in good standing for one year to seriously consider 
running for office. We have a strong chapter. Our membership supports our elected leaders and makes 
serving a great experience.

At our January meeting our 1st Vice-President, Rick Ciaramitaro submitted his letter of resignation. I 
personally want to thank Rick for a job well done. Rick’s leadership and knowledge will be missed. The 
BOD will be appointing Rick’s replacement as per the by-laws at our January board meeting.

In closing, let me state again how great it is to see so many members coming to our monthly meetings. 
We are averaging between eighty to ninety members in attendance each month. That converts to just 
under 30% of our joint membership total with the AVVA included. Anyone who has ever belonged to a 
volunteer organization knows that is an outstanding attendance ratio. So keep up the good work.  

Shana Schaefer receives $1,000 check 
from Treasurer Bob Dew from the Chapter 
for Blum’s Landing. Articles and photos on 
Blum’s Landing are found on page 7.
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Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE SIGN-IN RAFFLE

Be sure to sign in before the meeting and any day you 
happen to visit the Post. Members of all groups                               
(VVA, AVVA, VFW, Men’s and Ladies Auxiliary) are 
eligible. The current jackpot would total about $150 
to the winner. It’s a win/win situation.

TROOP SUPPORT

Our sponsored troops of D/2/16, 1st Inf Div and the 
303MP Company are arriving home as you read this.
I received the following, dated 01/21/13,  through my 
former CO. It is from 1SG Roy Clark of D/2/16 in 
Afghanistan whose troops are deploying back to the 
states.

“Hey Ron, my 3rd PLT should be back on 
ground at Riley here in a couple of days. I 
should be out of here in a little over 3 weeks. I 
will let you know when dudes are returning. 
Thank you for being there and part of D Co's 
life. All the support you and the rest of the 
Vets and their wives gave was absolutely 
awesome”.

If you have a son/daughter, grandson/grand daughter, 
niece/nephew who is deployed overseas and might 
like some stateside support, get us a name and 
address and we’ll be sure to get a package sent to 
them. Remember what is was like getting a package 
from home way back when ?
Keep bringing in troop support items. Here is a 
partial list: ankle socks of various sizes, shampoo, 
body wash or Dial soap, tooth brushes, mouth wash 
is a biggie, tooth paste, toilet paper jerky, pringles, 
zingers, trail mix, slim jims, almonds and various 
nuts, all snacks except chocolate which will melt, 
100 calorie packs are great, yogurt bars, fiber bars, 
gum (bubble packs, not sticks), Beef sticks, energy 
bars, powdered energy packets (Gatorade/Propel) 
for dehydration to put into water bottles, honey 

buns (especially like these), instant coffee, laundry 
soap (Tide tablets are good), fabric softener 
sheets, baby wipes, foot powder.
Keep all our troops in your daily prayers.

VALENTINE DAY FUNDRAISER

There will be a Valentine’s fundraiser at the hall 
on Friday February 15 in support of AAVA 
member Sue Willim to alleviate some of her 
outstanding medical bills. There are a still a few 
tickets available which may be purchased at the 
Post.

LENTEN FISH FRY’S

The annual Lenten Friday evening fish fry’s will 
begin on Friday February 22 from 5-7PM through 
Good Friday March 29. The food is great and 
company even better.

QUEEN OF DIAMONDS RAFFLE

The current jackpot for this event is right around 
two thousand dollars. If you are not familiar with 
this raffle, get an explanation when dropping in for 
a visit. One dollar could net you two thousand. 

CHAPTER ELECTIONS

The February meeting will see the beginning of 
the Chapter election process. I was (been there/
done that) Chapter president in 1992-93 and have 
been involved in several capacities since joining in 
1990.
Ever think about stepping forward and giving that 
little extra for your brother and sister Veterans 
whether as an officer or BOD member ? Now is 
the time. 

I hope to see you at the February meeting. It’s a 
great time to be a Veteran.
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Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Membership
     We had 3 individuals submit applications this past 
month. Ron Hoffman, Army, joined after our last 
meeting. Barb Roberts, wife of Loren, and Jack 
Fortney, Army, have joined our associates. Welcome 
Home Ron and Jack and welcome all to Chapter 528. 
Our current membership stands at 241 individual and 
61 associate members. 
     Lapsed Members: As of January 22, 2013 the 
following individuals have not renewed their membership:
           VVA: Ed Bowman, Harry Boyde, Mario Kamm, 
Julius Passeri, John Phelps, John Stillman, Carmen Torchia
           AVVA: none 
     Dropped From Roster: Bob Walkowiak
     February VVA Renewals: Gary Boucher, Jim 
Kimball, Leo Ksiazek, Rich Mazurkiewicz, Doug 
Patterson, Gary Paver, Paul Postula, Roger 
Ratkowski, Pat Sullivan, Rodney Tanner, Vincent 
Petransky
     February AVVA Renewals: none 
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep 
your membership current.

Color Guard
      The color guard presented the colors at the 
opening of an awards luncheon for the Abolitionist 
Round Table, a part of Joshua’s Trail. Although we 
have been involved with Joshua’s Trail for a number 
of years this was the first time we were involved with 
the ART and we found the event very poorly planned. 
Don’t think we will go next year if asked. We have 
been asked by a local boy scout troop to present the 
colors at the beginning of their meeting at Gallimore 
Elementary School on February 25th.

Chapter Raffle
     Victor Lukasiak is the winner of our latest chapter 
raffle and will receive a life membership. The 50/50 
raffle, used to fund the life membership, reached a 
new high last month. For the first time $200 was 

collected with the winner and the chapter each 
receiving $100. There is enough in the fund to have 
another drawing next month so come on out and see 
if you become our next life member.

Chili Cook-off winners 
Bob Dew 1st place
Judy Thomason 2nd place
Chris Roberts  3rd place
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State	
  Council	
  News
Gary	
  Estermyer,	
  delegate

	
  	
  	
  

The	
  December	
  2,	
  2012	
  meeting	
  was	
  attended	
  by	
  15	
  
chapters	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  Of<icers	
  present	
  except	
  for	
  
Treasurer	
  Dennis	
  Cohoon.	
  	
  President	
  John	
  Riling	
  
brought	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order	
  right	
  at	
  10:00	
  AM	
  with	
  
the	
  Pledge	
  of	
  Allegiance	
  and	
  an	
  opening	
  prayer.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  John	
  welcomed	
  everyone	
  and	
  spoke	
  about	
  the	
  DC	
  
trip	
  he	
  took	
  with	
  members	
  of	
  Dearborn	
  Chap.	
  267.	
  	
  He	
  
will	
  contact	
  Region	
  5	
  Director	
  Sandie	
  Wilson	
  to	
  inform	
  
her	
  that	
  we	
  (Michigan	
  State	
  Council)	
  will	
  host	
  the	
  
Region	
  5	
  meeting	
  in	
  June.	
  	
  John	
  also	
  reported	
  we	
  had	
  
received	
  a	
  $3,000	
  check	
  from	
  the	
  car	
  program.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Vice	
  President	
  Tim	
  Driscoll	
  has	
  service	
  of<icer	
  
program	
  DVD’s	
  available.	
  	
  We’re	
  asking	
  for	
  a	
  $5.00	
  
donation	
  for	
  each.	
  	
  Tim	
  also	
  mentioned	
  he	
  had	
  an	
  
incident	
  with	
  a	
  deer	
  recently	
  which	
  caused	
  $6,000	
  
worth	
  of	
  damages	
  to	
  his	
  car.	
  	
  Good	
  thing	
  he	
  wasn’t	
  on	
  a	
  
motorcycle!
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Secretary	
  Ray	
  “Doc”	
  Essenmacher	
  reported	
  the	
  IRS	
  
is	
  conducting	
  an	
  online	
  survey	
  for	
  some	
  chapters.	
  	
  The	
  
survey	
  should	
  be	
  completed	
  and	
  returned.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Dudley	
  Cogburn	
  reported	
  that	
  Agent	
  Orange	
  related	
  
illnesses	
  continue	
  to	
  affect	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  veterans.	
  	
  
Agent	
  Orange	
  informational	
  town	
  hall	
  seminars	
  are	
  
encouraged	
  throughout	
  the	
  state.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  I	
  reported	
  that	
  amendments	
  and	
  resolutions	
  are	
  
now	
  being	
  accepted	
  by	
  National	
  for	
  the	
  upcoming	
  
Jacksonville,	
  FL	
  convention	
  in	
  August.	
  	
  Mike	
  Swift,	
  VVA	
  
National	
  Parliamentarian	
  is	
  also	
  reviewing	
  chapter	
  
bylaws.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  528	
  opened	
  the	
  door	
  on	
  that	
  subject.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Tim	
  reported	
  that	
  he	
  meets	
  monthly	
  with	
  the	
  
Washtenaw	
  County	
  Veterans	
  Council	
  and	
  many	
  
speakers	
  have	
  also	
  attended	
  to	
  offer	
  advice	
  and	
  
services	
  regarding	
  education	
  and	
  employment	
  
opportunity.	
  	
  Over	
  5,000	
  veterans	
  had	
  been	
  offered	
  
jobs	
  following	
  the	
  Detroit	
  Job	
  Fair.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jack	
  Devine	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  legislative	
  front	
  that	
  
many	
  veteran	
  related	
  bills	
  will	
  die	
  in	
  committee	
  if	
  not	
  
brought	
  out	
  by	
  December	
  13,	
  2012.	
  	
  A	
  plan	
  is	
  moving	
  
forward	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  state	
  veteran’s	
  cemetery	
  in	
  the	
  
U.P..	
  	
  Efforts	
  are	
  also	
  moving	
  forward	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  
third	
  veteran’s	
  home	
  in	
  SE	
  Michigan.	
  	
  Jack	
  also	
  is	
  

tracking	
  the	
  FY	
  2014	
  budget	
  process	
  for	
  the	
  VSO	
  
grants	
  which	
  could	
  total	
  $2,900,000.00.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Duke	
  Mayo	
  reported	
  VVA	
  membership	
  now	
  
stands	
  at	
  4,314	
  and	
  AVVA	
  is	
  at	
  590	
  in	
  Michigan.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Bob	
  Erickson	
  reported	
  1,655	
  POW/MIA	
  from	
  
RVN.	
  	
  Since	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  Vietnam	
  War	
  in	
  1975	
  it	
  is	
  
reported	
  that	
  928	
  Americans	
  have	
  been	
  returned	
  
and	
  identi<ied.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  John	
  continues	
  to	
  scrounge	
  for	
  certain	
  military	
  
pins	
  and	
  patches.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  speci<ic	
  request	
  give	
  
him	
  a	
  shout.	
  	
  John	
  also	
  requested	
  reports	
  regarding	
  
the	
  Holly,	
  Great	
  Lakes	
  National	
  Cemetery.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Doc	
  reported	
  on	
  PTSD	
  that	
  military	
  suicide	
  
attempts	
  have	
  resulted	
  in	
  adverse	
  actions	
  to	
  the	
  
veteran.	
  	
  Those	
  individuals	
  can	
  be	
  disciplined	
  and	
  
punished	
  under	
  USMJ	
  –	
  Article	
  134.	
  	
  The	
  
punishment	
  can	
  include	
  a	
  bad	
  conduct	
  discharge,	
  
thus	
  a	
  serious	
  blow	
  for	
  bene<it	
  eligibility.	
  	
  Nearly	
  1	
  
in	
  7	
  service	
  members	
  returning	
  from	
  Iraq	
  and	
  
Afghanistan	
  suffer	
  from	
  PTSD.	
  	
  Development	
  of	
  
more	
  effective	
  treatment	
  is	
  a	
  national	
  priority	
  and	
  
ethical	
  obligation.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Tim	
  reported	
  that	
  the	
  Ann	
  Arbor	
  VA	
  hospital	
  
continues	
  to	
  improve	
  their	
  services.	
  	
  They	
  also	
  have	
  
openings	
  for	
  volunteers	
  to	
  help	
  run	
  bingo	
  on	
  certain	
  
nights.	
  	
  There	
  have	
  been	
  over	
  ½	
  million	
  visits	
  to	
  that	
  
facility	
  during	
  the	
  past	
  year.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Phil	
  Smith,	
  Service	
  Director	
  reported	
  that	
  due	
  to	
  
the	
  VA	
  “transforming”	
  its	
  system	
  delays	
  in	
  
processing	
  are	
  occurring.	
  	
  Recently	
  the	
  Detroit	
  VA	
  
completed	
  1,800	
  claims	
  in	
  a	
  month,	
  however	
  2,000	
  
new	
  claims	
  were	
  received.	
  	
  Phil	
  has	
  scheduled	
  
service	
  coordinator	
  training	
  in	
  January	
  (Howell	
  or	
  
Dearborn).	
  	
  This	
  training	
  is	
  open	
  to	
  VVA	
  and	
  AVVA	
  
members.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  I	
  then	
  spoke	
  about	
  the	
  3-­‐digit	
  raf<le	
  fundraiser	
  for	
  
February.	
  	
  Help	
  is	
  needed	
  to	
  buy	
  and	
  sell	
  these	
  
$10.00	
  tickets.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  mailed	
  tickets	
  throughout	
  the	
  
state.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  February	
  17	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  next	
  meeting	
  in	
  Howell.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

USARV
58th Field Depot

Qui Nhon 
May 68 - May 69
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Rich Whipple
Chapter Chaplain
HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

The Gift of Sleep
Excerpt from Our Daily Bread daily devotional

Psalm 121: “It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late … for so He gives His beloved sleep”

“Sleep is essential for good health.  Scientists don’t 
know exactly why we need it but they know what 
happens when we don’t get enough.
We put ourselves at risk of premature aging, 
weight gain, and diseases ranging from colds and 
flu to cancer.
What God accomplishes in our bodies while we 
drift off to dreamland is nothing short of 
miraculous.  While we do nothing, God 
replenishes our energy, rebuilds and restores our 
cells, and reorganizes information in our brains. 
The reasons for not getting enough sleep are many, 
and some we can’t solve, but the Bible indicates 
that overwork should not be one of them (Psalm 
127:2).  Sleep is a gift from God that we should 
receive with gratitude.
If we’re not getting enough, we need to find out 
why.  Are we rising early and staying up late to earn 
money to acquire things we don’t need?  Are we 
involved in ministry efforts that we think no one 
else is capable of doing?
I’m sometimes tempted to believe than the work I 
do when I’m awake is more important that the 
work God does while I sleep.  But refusing God’s 
gift of sleep is like telling Him that my work is 
more important than His.
God does not want anyone to be a slave to work.  
He wants us to enjoy His gift of sleep.”

I am the Outpost Leader for the Western Wayne County 
Point Man (International) Outpost.  On the Point Man 
website www.pmim.org, this is what explains what 
we are about:

Outposts are led by Christian Vets who care deeply 
about veterans and their stru(les. They fu)y understand 
the difficulties associated with returning home a+er a 
long and difficult deployment as we) as the non-combat 
experiences. Outposts are places for veterans to talk, 
share and listen to others who have walked in their shoes. 
A) Vets are welcome regardless of what country they 
served with and gender is irrelevant as both men and 

women have served and sacrificed for their respective 
countries.

I do want a) of you to know, that if you ever need 
someone to talk to and there doesn’t seem to be a neighbor, 
family member, etc. that you feel that would understand, 
please ca) me up and I wi) be available most any time to 
meet you for a beer, coffee, or whatever.  I hope I have 
gained your confidence in keeping whatever is discussed, 
between you and me.

Prayers needed for Bob Caldwe) ’s recovery for his neck 
operation, Mike Dicker’s family (loss of mother), Gerald 
Grzesik’s family (loss of younger brother), Dick O’Hare’s 
family (loss of wife Jodie), Ted Enright’s recovery /om 
surgery, Glenn Jewe) ’s recovery /om throat operation, 
and for Gordy Segal’s family (loss of son in auto accident 
in November).

Our campsite requests will be in the mail to 
Howard County for a Feb. 1st arrival. We will 
now have all our campsite members as life 
members of that organization. I emailed them 
the first 3 name changes and they accepted those 
with no problem. Next week, I will have two 
more name changes, but these are new members 
just joining that group. The Reunion is set for 
September 19th through the 21st, 2013.

Dale M. Luebke
355th Tac Fighter Wing
357th Tac Fighter Squadron

http://www.pmim.org
http://www.pmim.org
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D R .D R .   B O B ’ SB O B ’ S   
F I L E S :F I L E S :  

Bob Paul ,  USMC 
1st  MAW, MAG-12,  VMA-225 

Chu Lai  1965 

There were many support aircraft in Vietnam: A4 Skyhawks, F4 Phantoms, F105 Thundercheifs, UH1 Huey and the OV10 Bronco. 

The OV-10 Bronco, a rugged, maneuverable, twin-turboprop, multi-mission aircraft, 
served with the U.S. Air Force and Marine Corps (OV-10A).  The U.S. Navy also used 
the OV-10. The Navy squadron VAL-4 "Black Ponies" (right) flew them with much 
success in the Vietnam War.  Internationally, the OV-10 served with the military 
services of West Germany (OV-10B), Thailand (OV-10C), Venezuela (OV-10E) and 
Indonesia (OV-10F).  Designed and built by North American at Columbus, Ohio, the 
Bronco complemented the performance requirements between jets and helicopters. 
Faster and more tactically versatile than helicopters, yet slower and more maneuverable 
than jets, the Bronco utilized tactics not possible with either. 

The OV-10D night observation system (NOS) featured a unique night observation and 
target marking system that included forward-looking infrared (FLIR) and laser 
designator/ranger.  With updated 1040 SHP turboprop engines and fiberglass propellers, 
NOS provided greater range, improved performance and greater survivability. 

In military operations, the Bronco's outstanding capability to find and hit battlefield targets close to friendly troops made this an 
aircraft effective against conventional and guerrilla forces.  The effective application of the Bronco's versatility, however, did not end 
with purely military functions. Civil action applications added significantly to the cost-effectiveness of this economical aircraft. 

Military applications for which the Bronco was particularly suited include anti-guerrilla 
operations, helicopter escort, close air support, armed reconnaissance and forward air 
control.  In addition, it could be used for utility missions such as cargo paradrop, 
delivery of up to six paratroops, medical evacuation, smoke screening and 
psychological warfare with leaflets and loudspeakers. 

For peacetime operations, the guns, bomb racks and armor could be removed quickly, 
and the aircraft became a high-performance STOL utility vehicle. Potential applications 

included aerial mapping, geological survey, spraying, disaster relief and patrol work. 

Ruggedness and simplicity of operation were emphasized in the design of the Bronco.  The fuselage was mounted under the wing and 
provided tandem seating for pilot and observer.  The canopy design afforded better visibility than that of most helicopters. Each 
crewman was equipped with an LW-3B ejection seat system, also designed and built at Columbus, which was capable of zero-speed, 
zero-altitude ejections.  Armor protection, a bullet-resistant windshield and self-sealing fuel cells were provided for operations in a 
hostile environment.  Twin engines, dual manual flight controls and rugged and simple construction also contributed to survivability 
and safety. 

The OV-10 was equipped with seven external store stations and four 7.62 mm guns installed in the sponsons.  A variety of 
conventional ordnance could be delivered in addition to 2,000 rounds of ammunition.  The seven external store stations consisted of 
four sponson store stations, one centerline station and two external wing stations. Sponson accessibility provided rapid loading of 
stores and ammunition.  The wing stations could carry the LAU-7/A launcher for mounting either rocket packages or missiles.  The 
centerline store station also had the capability of carrying either a 20 mm gun pod or a 150-, 230- or 300-gallon external fuel tank. 

Removal of the armament sponsons and the back seat with its associated armor enabled a quick and simple conversion to a civil action 
configuration, which permitted the carrying of 3,200 pounds of cargo in the aft fuselage.  For operation in remote areas, the Bronco 
had a specially designed rough field landing gear, required no ground equipment for starting and could be maintained with simple 
hand tools.  In the event of an emergency, the Bronco could use high-octane or automotive fuel in place of jet fuel with only a slight 
degradation of power. 

ief’s
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John Fleming
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

Blum's Landing Fundraiser in Milford

I have the details of the needs for volunteers at 
the Concession Stand. The Event will run from 
8am until 7pm on Sunday, February 17, which is 
the day that most of the members that I talked 
to on Monday could or wanted to go. If anyone 
would want to work on Friday or Saturday, they 
are certainly welcome to work then and I can 
contact Shana, the Volunteer Coordinator, to 
let her know.
 
I am attaching a sign-up sheet with four hours 
shifts. Please let me know which shift or shifts 
you would like to work. I will put the list 
together so we can coordinate travel if you would 
like. The Fund Raiser will be in Novi at 46039 
Grand River Avenue in Novi, Michigan.
 
Please contact John 
john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com - or by cell phone 
734-604-0227

Blum’s Landing
Blum's Landing will be a place for military personnel who 
have endured physical and/or mental wounds from 
serving in the war on terror. The Landing will be a bed 
and breakfast for military personnel and their families to 
relax, to recoup, and to re-energize from the stress of 
their current rehab and duties. 

Terry and Jan Blumberg are building Blum’s Landing in 
loving memory of their son Sgt. Trevor A. Blumberg, 
known to his fellow soldiers as “Blum”. Trevor was killed 
September 14, 2003 in Fallujah, Iraq. He also served in 
Korea and Afghanistan prior to deploying to Iraq with 
the 82nd Airborne Division.

Trevor asked his parents to do two things if he 
should not return from his mission in Iraq. The 
first was to care for his dog, Scrappy. As you can 
see, Scrappy is doing fine.

The second was to take care of his guys, which has 
proven more difficult. After many prayers and 
meditation, the concept for Blum's Landing was 
born. Trevor loved the outdoors; especially the 
woods, lakes, and rivers of northern Michigan. He 
often spoke about bringing his fellow soldiers to 
Michigan for fishing and camping trips. This love 
for nature and his dedication and loyalty to his 
friends inspired the idea for Blum's Landing.

Terry Blumberg is a Vietnam Veteran and a member 
of our VVA Chapter 528.

http://blumslanding.org

Sgt. Trevor Blumberg & Scrappy

mailto:john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com
mailto:john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com
http://blumslanding.org
http://blumslanding.org
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Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)

USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349

Sub Sq. 5

Nancy Dignan’s mother Genevieve Schoen passed 
away on November 27th.

Nancy Dignan's brother and only sibling, Paul, is 
home now after being hospitalized at Henry Ford in 
West Bloomfield and having a cancerous tumor 
removed from his colon.

Patti Brothers had to have gastric by-pass surgery on 
November 28th and then an additional surgery on 
December 12th for a hernia.

Walt Gluvna’s daughter-in-law, Patricia Gluvna passed 
away on December 18, 2012.

Mike Dicker’s mother passed away on December 28, 
2012. 

Norris Cutler’s brother Loren Swisher passed away 
on New Years Day.

Bob Hallmark’s brother Ron Hallmark a Vietnam 
Veteran and member of the Navy passed away on 
January 5th. 

Bob Caldwell had an operation on his neck.

Long time member Dick O’hare lost his wife 
Florence “Jodie” O’Hare on January 12, 2013.

Rick Balish's father-in-law, Cecil Grimes, passed 
away at 90 years of age.

Red Wings are back!!! Each time they score a goal, 
you can buy a domestic beer for $1.00 at The Post 
Lounge. There will be no drink chips given at this 
time. You must be here when they score. Go Wings!!!

The "Queen of Diamonds" is really growing around 
$2000.00 now. You can buy tickets for the drawing 
at any time for a buck a chance. Someone is going to 
win and it could be you!!

The "Soup and Salad" will be served on February 
23rd. Should be another great event. If it goes over 
well, we will continue with them. Fish Fry Fridays are 
starting on February 22nd with a varied menu to 
satisfy everyone. Fish, chicken and shrimp with all 
the goodies will last through Good Friday.

Keep bringing in those cell phones. There is still a 
need for them and they all go for a good cause.  Just 
ask Lynn Dery, she is our angel that keeps them 
moving. Check out "Helping Our Heroes Home" to 
see what else can be done.

We will have some extra room for SUPERBOWL 
SUNDAY. The pool tables will still be in the hall 
from the tournament held on Saturday - you are 
welcome to come and see...starts at 9:00 AM.

Special for February meeting will be sausage and 
sauerkraut with green beans and rolls. It went very 
well the last time we had it.

Thanks to all. Additional Events for February
Feb. 2nd District Pool Tournament 9 a.m.
Feb. 3rd - Super Bowl Party
Feb. 15th Valentine’s Dance for Sue Willim
Feb. 22nd - Friday Fish Frys begin.
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VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday,  February 11, 2013   1426 South Mill St. 
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

“Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another”

Barbara Atkins, Tom Brown, Bob Bryan, Lynn Dery, Tony 
Everett, Charles Fannin, Eldon Frank, Steve Frazer, Hank 
Giles, Mark Grzesiek, Ron Jones, Larry Kilgore, Gary Kubik, 
Dale Luebke, Jerry Thomason, Robert Valeri and Richard 
Waldecker.

VFW Calendar For February 
1st - Karaoke Night - 8:00 pm
5th - Ladies Auxiliary - 7:00 pm
12th - General Membership - 7:00 pm
15th - Karaoke Night - 8:00 pm
19th - Board Meeting - 7:00 pm
20th - Men’s Auxiliary - 7:30 pm
23rd - Soup & Salad - 5-7 pm

USARV
58th Field Depot

Qui Nhon 
May 68 - May 69

Election 
for Officers 
& Board 
Begins

FY ends, 
VVA 6-7 
delegates

State 
Council 
Howell 
10 am

General 
Mem. Mtg. 
7:00

Friday Fish
Fish Fries 
begin

Superbowl
Party
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 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 
 when turning in your vehicle.

No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

Editor’s Message 
I am asking all members who are currently receiving 
their newsletter by postal mail and who have Internet 
service to please choose not to have our newsletter 
mailed to you  anymore. Instead, please contact Dale 
Luebke either by emailing or calling him and let Dale 
know of your new choice. 

Each newsletter costs us nearly $1.00 per issue to 
publish and mail. Please help save us money for our 
chapter. The money saved can be spent on more 
important matters.

Dale Luebke" dale68us@yahoo.com or 734-395-5144.

Thanks!

Tom Brown, Editor

mailto:dale68us@yahoo.com
mailto:dale68us@yahoo.com
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Chapter 528 Web Site: www.vva528.org                  !   Chapter 528 Travel Site: www.travelvva528.com    
Chapter Officers% % %                                    Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15
President     !     ! Jay Roberts!   !                  !
1st Vice President      ! Rick Ciaramitaro  !  !
2nd Vice President    ! Bob Paul  
Secretary!                    ! Ron King           
Treasurer!                    ! Bob Dew! 
Board of Directors
Darrell Bazman! ! Gary Boucher
Bill Browning! ! Gary Pritchard
Don Dignan! ! Mike Steffes
Gary Kubik! ! Richard Waldecker
!                    
Committees
A.O./Health Care! ! Vaughn Hull!
AVVA Representative! Norma Demerly   
By-Laws! ! ! Bob Paul!! ! !
Chaplain!! ! Rich Whipple!
Chapter Historian!! Dick Waldecker
Color/Honor Guard! Bob Lamoureux!
! ! ! Rick Ciaramitaro !
Constitution! ! Gary Estermyer!
ETABO! ! ! Gordon Dorey!
Fundraising! ! Bob Dew!!
Government Affairs! !
Homeless Veterans! John Fleming!
Membership ! ! Bob Lamoureux!
Homefront Newsletter!
     Editor & Publisher ! Tom Brown!
     Assistant Editor! Don Dignan!
     Distribution Chief! Dale Luebke
      Assistant Chief!! Ron King!            
Product Sales! ! Dale Luebke !
! ! ! Bill Browning
Point Man Ministries! Rich Whipple!
! ! ! Ron Wroblewski   
POW/MIA! ! Al Kerbyson!
Public Affairs! ! Don Dignan!
Sergeant-at-Arms! ! John Fleming!
Scholarship! ! Dean Bell!
! ! ! Don Dignan!
! ! ! Ron King!
Service Rep. ! ! Aggie Little!
Sportsman’s Raffle!! Dennis Bielskis! !
State Delegate! ! Gary Estermyer!
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling
VAVS Deputy! ! Vaughn Hull!
Website! ! ! Tom Brown!

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director! 313-961-9568  313-226-4181
Veterans Crisis Centers%% % % % % %
Veterans Center! ! 313-381-1370! ! ! ! ! ! !
Dearborn Crisis Center! 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit! 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
! ! !            ! ! ! !
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 21st of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the 
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org or email Bill Boudreau at 
wboudreau@comcast.net. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may 
not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor,  or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

http://www.528.org
http://www.528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.travelvva528.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
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Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________

Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

   


