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Welcome Home!

Ron King, President 
38thAir Rescue & 

Recovery Squadron
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

1971-1972

“Never Again Will One Generation 
of Veterans Abandon  Another”

Greetings,

I sincerely hope that everyone had a warm and wonderful Christmas with your families and friends.
Rather than rehash all of the events and projects that we accomplished as a chapter this past year, I 
want to say “THANK YOU” to each and every one of you for being a part of Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 528.  Each of you are unique with your own distinct personality, flair, and 
demeanor. Moreover, when all of these are combined together, they serve to make our chapter the 
impressive organization that it has become!  Honestly, we have some of the finest veterans that any 
VVA chapter or VFW Post would be proud to have in their midst. You people are Awesome!

2015 will present its own challenges to each of us, however, we will come together as we have always  
done to get the project, event, or whatever happening we are involved in completed to the mutual 
benefit of our members and the communities they serve. Finally, please consider stepping into a 
leadership role in the chapter during our annual April general elections. 

Happy New Year! 
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Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Digger’s Desk

SALVATION ARMY BELL RING
Saturday December 6 was the day and Sam’s Club 
on Ford Road was the place. The Chapter stepped 
up once again to cover this location for the 
Salvation Army. The proceeds go toward the Army 
completing their spiritual and practical mission, 
i.e., helping out those in need. Thanks to John 
Fleming for organizing.

PEARL HARBOR DAY
Sunday December 7 marked the 73rd anniversary of 
the dastardly sneak attack on America. The 
ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park in downtown 
Plymouth that day was well attended and was 
followed by SOS at the Post.

ANN ARBOR VAMC CHRISTMAS VISIT
Tuesday December 16 was the Chapter’s annual 
patient Christmas visit to the Ann Arbor Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. There was a gift 
for all patients that was provided by VVA Chapter 
310 who has been doing this for 29 years. We’ve 
been tagging along for about the last 15 years. A 
great time was had by all in attendance as we had a 
chance to visit the patients, many of whom were 
spending the holidays in the hospital. We had a 
special patient to visit that evening as our own Al 
Kerbyson has been there for the past five months.

MICHIGAN VETERANS FOUNDATION
On Monday December 15, twenty members of 
Chapter 528 met at Kohl’s to spend the $2000 the 
Chapter allocated for our annual clothing drive for 
the Michigan Veterans Foundation-Detroit 
Veterans Center. We then packed up everything, 
including donations from a nearby church in 
Garden City and those donations collected at the 
VFW. As usual the clothing donation was highly 
appreciated by the Veterans housed at the facility 
downtown. This should be the last year the MVF 
is located at their present address as the Red 

Wings purchased the property for the building of a 
new stadium. Thanks to Bob Dew, Darrell Bazman 
and John Fleming for organizing.

CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
What can I say! The children’s Christmas party on 
December 14 was another huge success as 73 kids 
were treated to a present from Santa Claus as well as 
pizza and several activities. I’m sure that the third 
annual party is already scheduled for next December. 
Thanks to Judy Thomason and all her elves.

BURGER SCHOOL FOR  AUTISM
Our annual visit to see the kids at Burger School was 
a highlight for several Chapter members who showed 
up on December 17 at Burger’s new location in 
Inkster. The kids were all inquisitive and we had a 
great time as usual.
I’ll see you at the January meeting. Happy New Year. 
It’s a great time to be a Veteran.

“Bear” with Miss Michigan & Miss Washtenaw
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Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.

“Mobile Riverines”

Odds & Ends

Membership
     For the first time in quite a while there were no 
applications for membership this past month. Our 
current membership stands at 261 individual and 77 
associate members. Of these we have 150 life VVA 
and 25 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of December 22, 2014 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
      VVA: Jim Austin, 
      AVVA: Roger Wild
   Dropped From Roster: Charlie Kotcher, Stephen 
Boucher, Thomas Mannix
     January VVA Renewals: Danny Cook
     January AVVA Renewals: James Fortney, Michel 
Johnson, Barb Roberts, Robert Spaw
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep 
your membership current.

Color Guard
     The VVA/VFW bowling league pushed back their 
starting time by 30 minutes so those who wanted 
could attend the Pearl Harbor Day ceremony. This 
year the 1:00pm, Sunday ceremony coincided with 
the actual day and time of the Japanese attack on our 
naval base. The color guard was there to provide an 
honor volley and a new bugler, Vic Lukasiak, to play 
Taps. 

Christmas Trees
      I would like to thank everyone who helped sell or 
bought a tree from the VFW. Although we did not 
reach our goal of a complete sell out we did sell 
enough trees to make a nice profit. Your assistance on 
Post fundraisers is  essential so we can continue to 
provide a home for the Chapter. Thanks again!

Chapter Raffle
     Congratulations go to Rick Waldecker, the latest 
winner of our chapter raffle. Rick will receive a life 
membership. There will be another drawing at the 
February meeting so if you attend the monthly 
membership meetings make sure you put your name 
on the sign-in sheets. Entries in the drawing are taken 
from those lists.

Chapter Elections
     Although our chapter elections do not take place 
until April it is time to start thinking if you may want 
to run for office or who you may want to nominate. 
This year we will also be electing delegates to the 
National Convention. Nominations will begin at the 
February meeting and continue in March and April. 

Fallen Heroes of Plymouth - Canton
HARRY E BAKER JR

No Photo Provided
Date of Birth: Friday 09/23/1949
Home of Record: Plymouth, MI
SP4 - E4 - Army: Selective Service 
11th Light Infantry Brigade
D Co, 3rd BN, 1st INF RGT, 11 INF BDE
MOS: 11B20 Infantry 
Length of service: 1 years
His tour began on Friday, Oct 17, 1969
Casualty was on Tuesday, Mar 31, 1970
Age at Loss: 20
EXPLOSIVE DEVICE
In QUANG NGAI, SOUTH VIETNAM
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY
Body was recovered 

Leroy Paige
RVN 69-70

1st Signal Brigade

Fallen Heroes of Plymouth - Canton
HARRY E BAKER JR

No Photo Provided
Date of Birth: Friday 09/23/1949
Home of Record: Plymouth, MI
SP4 - E4 - Army: Selective Service 
11th Light Infantry Brigade
D Co, 3rd BN, 1st INF RGT, 11 INF BDE
MOS: 11B20 Infantry 
Length of service: 1 years
His tour began on Friday, Oct 17, 1969
Casualty was on Tuesday, Mar 31, 1970
Age at Loss: 20
EXPLOSIVE DEVICE
In QUANG NGAI, SOUTH VIETNAM
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY
Body was recovered 
Panel 12W - Line 61 
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Chaplain’s Corner
Rich Whipple

Chapter Chaplain
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade

1968-1969

Longing for Rescue
From Our Daily Bread
Author: Bill Crowder

The movie Man of Steel, released in 2013, is a fresh 
imagining of the Superman Story.  Filled with 
breathtaking special effects and nonstop action, it 
drew crowds to movie theaters around the world.  
Some said that the film’s appeal was rooted in its 
amazing technology.  Others point to the enduring 
appeal of the “Superman mythology.”
Amy Adams, the actress who plays Lois Lane in the 
movie, has a different view of Superman’s appeal.  She 
says it is about a basic human longing: “Who doesn’t 
want to believe that there’s one person who could 
come and save us from ourselves?”
That’s a great question.  And the answer is that 
someone has already come to save us from ourselves, 
and that someone is Jesus.  Several announcements 
were made regarding the birth of Jesus.  One of them 
was from the angel Gabriel to Joseph: “She (Mary) will 
bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
Jesus came!  He did so to save us from our sin and 
from ourselves.  His name means “the Lord saves”, 
and our salvation was His mission.  The longing for 
rescue that fills the human heart ultimately is met by 
Jesus.
Chaplain’s notes:  I hope you all experienced a wonderful 
Christmas and holiday season.  To many, Christmas is the 
ultimate as far as our favorite time of the year, to be with 
family, friends, listening to the awesome secular and religious 
songs for the season.  However for many, perhaps Christmas 
is not something to look forward to.
Christmas can be hurtful to some because of recent deaths, no 
immediate family to spend time together and celebrate, or to 
someone who doesn’t believe that Jesus is their only way to 
eternal salvation/life, it is just another holiday.
Prayers of thanks and praise to God for Pat and Ann 
Doherty’s experience with Ann’s stage one lung cancer. It was 
found early, and after successful surgery, she is free from the 
cancer!
Prayers for healing for our good friend Al Kerbyson, who is 
still at the Ann Arbor VA. Thank you for all that have 

visited him, some multiple times. Also prayers for all of our 
“unspoken” prayer requests.
I wish you all a successful and adventurous 2015!  Happy 
New Year!!!

The Bear’s Den

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)

USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349

Sub Sq. 5

Happy New Year to All !!

This is going to be a great year. We have so many 
things going to happen that you will need a calendar to 
keep track a long way ahead of the time they are 
scheduled. I still have some pocket calendars in my 
den, so stop by for one. Something very special is 
coming to the Post. The Wall of Remembrance will be 
here from Friday June 19th thru Sunday the 21st. It has 
never been to Michigan. There are many names on it 
from Dessert Storm on into Afghanistan . Along with 
the Easter Bunny, fish fries, car shows, the chili cook-
off, euchre, dancing, and blood drives, only to name 
some, we will be busy. Let those possible members 
know what we have to offer. Best Bloody Mary Bar will 
be featured from time to time. We have a great place 
to have a party. Just ask Sleeveless. 
Thanks to ALL. Stop by or call. You all know where to 
find me until Kokomo.
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Salvation Army Bell Ringing

Thank You to all of the members that came out on a 
great December Saturday to the Sam’s Club in Canton.  
The results of our efforts were that we raised $759.32 for 
this wonderful organization.

Burger Christmas Carnival
Thank You to everyone that showed up to visit with the 
students at the Burger School for Autistic Children.  A 
special well-done once again to Bill Boudreau who 
brought his military hat collection.  The children had a 
great time trying on the various hats and getting their 
pictures taken by Debbie Bradley and the teachers at 
Burger.

Winter Clothing Drive
Our 9th Annual Winter Clothing Drive has been 
successfully completely.  All went well on Monday, 
December 15th. Some of the group met at Bob Evans for 
Breakfast at 8:00 AM and others met us at Kohl’s at 9:00 
AM. Representatives from MVF were there to assist in 
identifying items needed. All totaled we spent $2,070.40 
for a retail value of $10,341.60. We had the $2,000.00 
allocated in our motion request along with an additional 
$70.00 donated by a couple of individuals. When you add 
to the purchased items the clothing items donated at the 
VFW and the First United Methodist Church of Garden 
City, we had seven fully loaded vehicles of donations!!!  
We also collected Kohl’s Cash totaling $400.00 in our 
shopping trip. That we will be spent on underwear and 
various other items and donated to the patients at the 
VA Hospital in Ann Arbor.  Thank you to all who helped 
in any way!!!  

Through our efforts I am certain we brightened the lives 
of many people, thank you all!!!

Shopping at Kohls

Burger School Christmas Carnival

John Riling, Debby Bradley, Charlie Dochenetz, John 
Fleming, Greg Kremkow, Bill Boudreau and Don 
Dignan.

John Fleming
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Dennis Waling, Dale Luebke, Bill Boudreau and Jim 
Hodgson

John Fleming, Kohl’s store manager Lisa Grasso, Jim 
Hodgson, Gary Pritchard  and Rick Balish



6Salvation Army Bell Ringing - Ann Arbor VA Hospital

Additional Photos on pages 5 and 10
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50” LED TV TenPoint Wicked Ridge Invader HP ACU-52 Crossbow Package
50” LED TV Excalibur Ibex SMF Crossbow Kit
50” LED TV Bear Archery Attitude Ready-To-Hunt Bow Package, RH, 29", 70 lbs., Realtree APG
50” LED TV Diamond Archery Outlaw Bow Package, RH, 60 lbs., Mossy Oak Treestand finish
50” LED TV Benelli Nova Shotgun
Canon 18 MP Camera Mossberg 535 Tactical Pump Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Stoeger Model 3000 Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Mossberg 535 ATS Turkey/Waterfowl Shotgun Combo
HP Laptop Computer 17.3” 500GB HD 4GB RAM webcam CZ-USA Mallard Shotgun
HP All In One Desktop 1TB HD 4GB RAM Win 8 Remington Model 870 Express Tactical Shotgun
55” LED TV Marlin 336C Lever Action Centerfire Rifle
55” LED TV Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Thompson/Center Venture Centerfire Rifle
Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm Combo Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
Ruger 10/22 takedown rifle Ruger 10/22 Reaper Buck Camo w/4x32 scope
Savage Axis Stainless Centerfire Rifle Henry Golden Boy Youth Rimfire Rifle
Remington Model 770 Centerfire Rifle Package Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm
Mossberg ATR Centerfire Rifle Package  CVA Optima V2 Camo Muzzleloader Rifle

Mail to: 2015 Sportsman's Raffle
V.V.A 528
P.O. Box 6295
Plymouth,Mi. 48170-4321

R23562

2015 Sportsman's Raffle

Name: Check No.

Address:

City, State, & Zip:

Telephone Number:

Quantity:

V.F.W. Post 6695 - 1426 S. Mill St., Plymouth, MI. 48170-4321
$20.00 (US) per Ticket - Need Not Be Present To Win.

Drawing: Sunday, October 11, 2015 – 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

Maximum of 5000 Tickets Printed!
(Must Be 18 Years Old to Purchase Tickets)

*Prize winners responsible for taxes and all pertinent state and federal regulations.

or ABC Warehouse, Canton, MI

U.S. Funds only

  

I am 18-years old or older

  x   $20 ea.  =
(We will return check if box is not checked.)

* * * * *
Proceeds to benefit hospitalized veterans, community and veteran projects and the General Fund of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 528. If 1500 tickets are not sold, the Sportsman's Raffle will revert to a 50/50 Raffle 
with a minimum prize of $5,000.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

40 Prizes To Be Awarded - Winning Tickets Go Back Into Hopper!

WWW.VVA528.ORG

Additional in-house raffles will be available.

All Prizes are awarded through Gander Mountain, Novi, MI

***   FREE  FOOD AND DRINK  -  RAFFLE TICKET REQUIRED FOR ENTRY   ***

Total:   $

License No.

Requests must be made prior to Friday, 
October 9, 2015 to allow time for 

processing and delivery.
Make checks to : VVA 528

* * * * * Support Your Local Veterans and their Projects

men’s

2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle

2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle
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John Spencer, 
Chair

Bob Dew, Fund 
Raising Chair

  Dennis Bielskis                   

  Gene Spurgess                    Joe Agius'        '            Jerry Thomason   '    Gary “Bear” Kubik'        

Don Dignan

2015 VVA 528 & VFW Post 6695 Sportsmen’s Raffle Selling Events
This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle tickets. Please come out and visit with us.
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VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday,  January 12, 2015   1426 South Mill St. 
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

Rich Adis, Bill Bailey, Ron Bator, Charles Bilyk, Patricia Brothers, 
Mike Bush, Lee Camilleri, Rob Cheatham, Steve Cunningham, Pat 
Doherty, Jim Dorey, Susan Dorey, Tom Dorey, Art Esper, Dennis 
Fuelling, Bill Gravett, Jill Hives, Johnnie Johnson, Dave Kelly, Larry 
Kijorski, Patricia Klopschinsky, Don King, Ron King, Andy 
Lawrence, Aggie Little, Dick O’Hare, Ray Plesiewicz, Rick Popa, 
Mike Potochick, Phil Pursell, Don Shannon, Rob Spaw, Eugene 
Spurgess, Mike Steffes, Joseph Tebor, Susie Wagner, Dennis Waling, 
Walt Weber, Sue Williams, Ken Winkler, MikeWisienski, Dale 
Worcester, and Jim Yarbrough.

January  Birthdays

Tom Brown, Editor
2nd Missile Battalion, 44th 
Artillery Pershing 1st year
HDG III Corps 2nd year

Ft. Sill, OK
1971 - 1972

Calendar by Tom Brown 

Our active online calendar @ 
www.vva528.org/ourevents.html

VFW Calendar for January

Euchre - 1st, 3rd and 5th Wed. at 6:30 PM
2nd - Karaoke Night - 8 pm
6th - Ladies Auxiliary - 7 pm
13th - General Membership Mtg. 7 pm
15th - Men’s Auxiliary - 6:30 pm
16th - Karaoke Night - 8 pm
20th - VFW House Com. Mtg. 7pm
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 
 when turning in your vehicle.

Wayne County Fishing Derby Winner

Eight year old Curran Gyorke and family were present at 
our December General Membership Meeting. Taking part 
in the Ceremony were: Dave Reeves - who created the 
rainbow trout mount, Gary “Bear” Kubik - Co-Chair and 
President Ron King. A big thank you for members who 
took part in September’s Wayne County Fishing Derby. 
Additional Event Co-Chairs: Dean Bell, Bill Boudreau and 
Tom Brown.  
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Chapter Officers                 $     
President     (      Ron King(              
1st Vice President       Jim Hodgson(              
2nd Vice President     Leroy Paige(              
Secretary(                     Richard Waldecker         
Treasurer(                     Bob Dew(              (   

Board of Directors
Bill Browning( ( Gene Spurgess 
Mike Dicker               ( Benjamin Tallman 
Don Dignan (      (  Joe Tebor  (
Rich Mazurkiwicz       ( Jerry Thomason 

Committees
A.O./Health Care( ( Bob Dew(
Agent Orange Events( Bob Dew((
AVVA Representative( Bryan Bentley(
By-Laws( ( ( Bob Paul(( ( (
Chaplain(( ( Rich Whipple(
Chapter Historian(( Rich Waldecker(
Color/Honor Guard( Bob Lamoureux(
( ( ( Rick Ciaramitaro (
Constitution( ( Gary Estermyer
Cruz’n 528( ( Darrell Bazman( (
ETABO( ( ( Gordon Dorey(
Fundraising( ( Bob Dew(( (
Homeless Veterans( John Fleming
Membership ( ( Bob Lamoureux
(
Homefront Newsletter(
     Editor & Publisher( Tom Brown(
     Assistant Editor( Don Dignan(
     Distribution Chief( Jim Hodgson(
     Assistant Chief  ( Ron King(
Product Sales( ( Dale Luebke (
( ( ( Bill Browning (
POW/MIA( ( Al Kerbyson
( ( ( Vaughn Hull(
Public Affairs( ( Don Dignan(
Sergeant-at-Arms( ( John Fleming(
Service Representative( Aggie Little(
Sportsman’s Raffle(( Dennis Bielskis(
State Delegate( ( Gary Estermyer(
State A.Delegate( ( Dennis Bielskis(
State A. Delegate ( ( Bill Boudreau(
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling(
VAVS Deputy( ( Vaughn Hull(
Vietnam War 50th Com.( Ron King(
Website( ( ( Tom Brown(

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director( 313-961-9568    313-226-4181

Veterans Crisis Centers$$ $ $ $ $ $
Veterans Center( ( 313-381-1370( ( ( ( ( ( (
Dearborn Crisis Center( 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit( 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the 
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all 
published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 
reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor,  or the National 
VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

Chapter 528 Homefront January 2015
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertixing Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15
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Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________

Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

    January 2015Chapter 528 Homefront


