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The Fishing Derby June 13th was a lot of fun. It was neat to hear the squeals from the kids when they
caught a fish. And the calls to dad to get the fish off the hook! This was the 20th year the Chapter has
partnered with Wayne County Parks and Recreation for this event. A big thank you to Tom Brown and
the Chapter members who helped with the fish weighing and measurement , recording of information,
the casting contest and policing to make sure the rules were followed.

The Plymouth 4t of July parade starts at 9:00 AM and forms up on Theodore St by the RxR tracks then
marches down Main Street past Wing Street. I suggest we car pool from the VFW Post at 8:00 AM.

The Sportmen’s raffle met the 1,500 ticket sale minimum. All ticket sales now add to the money we need
to fund the veterans assistance programs and community charities. We have about three months left
before the raffle, so help is needed to staff the selling locations. The location sign-up sheet will be at the
membership meeting and emailed out.

The Monday morning golf group is having a lot of fun. We golf at a different golf course each week.
Format is a 3-4 person scrambles, so golfers of all skill levels are welcome. Each team is led by a skilled
golfer.

John Spencer, President

U S Army 1965-67 . .
123rd Transportation “Never Again Will One Generation

Company (Longshoremen) of Veterans Abandon Another”

Cam Ranh Bay, RVN
1966 (01/05/66-01/05/67)




Digger’s Desk

CARCRUZ

The Wednesday night car shows have begun and out of
the first six Wednesdays, we have had only one near
perfect night. Perfect night translation: 79-81 degrees, 5
mph breeze and no clouds from Plymouth to Port
Huron. Judging by the beer sales since I am the
bartender, we have sold in order 99, 72, 64, 156, 103 and

53 cans of beer. Guess which was the near perfect night.

Come on down and enjoy a burger, a liquid
refreshment, classic car and good 60’s music.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

Remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
Another huge and appreciative hometown audience.
The SOS at the Post following the parade wasn’t bad
either.

MONDAY GOLF

‘We have golfed at 46 different courses since 2013 and
this year the weather has treated us well. If you are
interested in golfing in a scrambles format, contact me
and I'll put you on the weekly e-mail list.

JUNE 29, 1968

This date is special in my life as it represents the date
that I was freed from my tour of SE Asia. The plane
leaving Bien Hoa Airport at 11:15PM that night had
brought in a fresh batch of FNG’s who were ready to
kick ass and take names in a war that none of us
wanted but were patriotically obliged to take part in.
These fellows were giving away their saucer caps to us
who were wearing garrison caps prior to boarding the
freedom bird heading back to the land of the big PX.
Most of us said nothing to those just arriving but going
through everyone’s mind was the same thought, i.e.,
“You guys are in a world of shit for the next 12 months
and you don’t even know it”. When we reached I don’t
know what altitude, the captain announced we had left
Vietnam air space and the planeload of GI’s erupted in
a cheer. On to Japan, quick stop. On to Alaska, quick
stop. On to Oakland, landing at 2:00AM, kissing the
ground (asphalt actually) in a ritual we felt compelled
to honor. After several hours in a gym getting
measured for new summer green uniforms, polishing

our brass, trying to catch some sleep (didn’t happen),
we were released on leave....I skipped the steak dinner
or whatever they were serving....too excited. Several
of us took a cab around the bay to San Francisco
International Airport and awaited our flights...
standby of course. I had a beer in the airport with
Larry Fritz from our mortar platoon who returned
home to ND where he resides to this day. As an
interesting sidebar, years later Larry confided in me
that the first black person he ever encountered in his
life was in basic training....wow ! SF to Chicago and
running through the aisles to my connecting flight to
Detroit. I arrived at Detroit Metro at 10:00PM on
June 30, 1968. When I stepped off the plane wearing
my long sleeved poplin shirt and summer green dress
uniform, it was still 88 degrees. I was totally
comfortable. When I disembarked, everyone was
crying....except for my Dad who had started
celebrating my arrival a bit early and fell asleep in the
car. I was back in the world. Don was home and safe
and everything was right with the world. “Welcome
Home Sarge” said the banner my sister had made and
displayed across the front of our parents’ house. This
was the happiest day of my life, bar none, to this day.
‘Welcome home indeed !

I'll see you at the July meeting. It’s a great time to be
a Veteran.

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Fish On For Freedom held it’s
inaugural event in Ludington, MI
as a token of thanks from the
community for all veterans. Three
members of our Chapter - Don
McLane, Gene Spurgess and Tom
Brown took part in this wonderful
event. After fishing for six hours
all 15 charter boats with 60
veterans of all ages lined up as we
entered Ludington’s harbor.
Hundreds of people along the
harbor wavedp flags, banners and
gave us a standing ovation. It was
just as humbling as when we march
at our annual Memorial Day
parade. See page 10 for more photos.

Tom Brown



Odds & Ends

Membership

We had 4 applications for membership this past
month. Fred Hanna, Army, Austin Bronson, Navy,
and Timothy Devlin, Army are joining our chapter.
Louie Dorka, Army, is transferring from Chapter
110. Welcome Home Fred, Austin, Tim and Louie
and welcome to Chapter 528. Our current
membership stands at 266 individual and 79
associate members. Of these we have 158 life VVA
and 27 life AVVA members.

Lapsed Members: As of June 22, 2015 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:

VVA: Carl Cooper, Ron Hoffman, Gary
Paver, George Surowy, Ron Wroblewski
AVVA: Mike Karath, David Kelly, Joe
Radachy, Mike Sherry

Dropped From Roster: Michel Johnson,

Robert Spaw

July VVA Renewals: William Azzopardi, David
Cole, Susan Dorey, Dennis Fago, Jim Harvey, Mike
Letourneau, Richard Mamayek, Charles Neal

July AVVA Renewals: Patty Brothers, Don
MacRae, Terry Parks, Michael Wisienski
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Chapter Raffle

Congratulation go to Bill Kren and Mark
Shemanski, the latest winners of our chapter raffle
and winners of a life membership. Thanks to the
generosity of Jack Fortney, who returned a portion
of his 50/50 winnings, there will be another drawing
at next month’s meeting.

July 4
The chapter will again participate in the
Plymouth parade on the fourth of July. As we did
last year we will all walk behind our chapter banner.

We will meet in the parking lot of Bode’s
Restaurant on Main Street near the railroad tracks.
The parade starts at 9:00 so you should plan on
being there by 8:30 at the latest. Everyone is
invited to join in.

The VFW will be selling chicken dinners that
day starting at noon so if you don’t want to cook
stop by and pick one up. They only do 150 so come
early so you don’t miss out. They are delicious and
are modestly priced.

” Bob Lamoureux
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This year's fishing derby took place once again at
Northville Road and Six Mile Rd. Members who helped
at this annual event are: Dennis Waling, Doug Fox, Pat
Dobherty, Jack Massarello, Pat and Dennis Bielskis, John
Spencer, Gary Boucher "Ouch", Frank Gilbo, Gordy
Barderbelan and Bob Caldwell. Co-Chairs are: Dean
Bell, Bill Boudreau, Gary Kubik "Bear" and Tom Brown.



Chaplain’s Corner

The Eternal Sales Call

TGIF Today Is First
Volume 2 by OS Hillman

"That if you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe
in your heart that God raised bim from the dead, you will be
saved" (Rom 10:9).

“I received the phone call from the technology CEO. It
was our second conversation. He began receiving my
TGIF devotional a few weeks earlier, compliments of his
mother-in-law. Each day he read the daily message and
found that it really helped him.

He felt his technology product might have some
application to my ministry. I asked about how he had
started getting the devotional. As he told me his story; I
could tell he probably did not know the Lord personally.
So, I inquired further with a few more leading questions.
Gradually he changed the subject to his product. We
discussed the product for twenty minutes or so. He was
about to conclude our conversation when I asked, "Could
we go back to our original conversation? Tell me more
about your spiritual journey and where you feel you are?
He told me of his background in which he was raised in a
particular Christian tradition. I shared how Christ came
not to give us a religion but to have a personal
relationship with us.

Eventually I asked my friend, "What do you think keeps
you from making such a commitment?" "Well, quite
frankly, I am a controller. I feel that I can't let go of
control. I fear what might happen." I appreciated his
honesty:.

We discussed this at length and I helped him understand
that every person has a control issue to overcome.
However, Christ requires us to give up control in order to
give us real life. It is the great paradox of faith in Christ.
I said, "So, now that we have dealt with that issue, is
there any reason you would not be prepared to make that
commitment to Christ?" "Well, now that you put it that
way, no, I guess there isn't," he responded.

Bill prayed with me over the phone to invite Jesus to be
Lord over his life, not just his Savior. What he intended
to be a typical sales call became a call for eternity.

Perhaps there will be an opportunity today to see your
work as an opportunity to share the love of Christ with
someone who is waiting to receive salvation through

”»

you.

Chaplain’s notes: I read the above article about two weeks ago,
and saved it. OS Hillman was able to ask this man for a
decision on trusting Christ and not himself, in order to invite
Jesus to be Lord over bis life! This man escaped living bis
eternal life away from God, and instead, has assurance that be
will be in heaven, in the very midst of the Savior of the world,
Jesus, and God the Father.

Please keep VV.A member Ken Winkler in your prayers(cancer),
as well as Joe Tebor’ sister experiencing cancer, prayers for Bob
and Ruth Lamoureux in the recent death of Ruth’s mother, and
other unspoken requests by so many of our members!

Rich Whipple

Chapter Chaplain
A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com

HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

Wayne County Fishing Derby Winner
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4th Annual Golfers Against Diabetes &
Cancer Golf OQuting.

I want to thank everyone who participated in this
year’s outing, where we raised $3,175, which will be
used to fight these terrible diseases. $1,625 will be
donated to the American Cancer Society and $1,550
to the American Diabetes Association.

I hope everyone enjoyed the day. We had 48
Golfers and 20 Hole Sponsors this year, which is the
largest amount of golfers and we hope to continue
to grow this Outing. The four Outings combined
have now raised over $12,000.

Congratulations go out to the winning group of
Steve, Gary, Kevin and Ward, who shot a 63!!!! And
congratulations go out to all of the contest and prize
winners on the course and at the luncheon.

The 5t Annual Golfers Against Diabetes & Cancer
Golf Outing is scheduled for Saturday, May 21, at
the Links of Gateway Golf Course in Romulus.
John Fleming

John Fleming
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay :

Golfers

Best regards,

Against
Diabetes

VIETNAM VETERANS
~ OF AMERICA #528

Winners from Wayne County Fishing Derby




Plymouthi-Gantom Chanter 328
2015 Sportsmen's Raffle

40 Prizes To Be Awarded - Winning Tickets Go Back Into Hopper! |

) [in Service to America|"X

WWW.VVA528.0RG

50” LED TV TenPoint Wicked Ridge Invader HP ACU-52 Crossbow Package
50” LED TV Excalibur Ibex SMF Crossbow Kit
50” LED TV Bear Archery Attitude Ready-To-Hunt Bow Package, RH, 29", 70 Ibs., Realtree APG
50” LED TV Diamond Archery Outlaw Bow Package, RH, 60 Ibs., Mossy Oak Treestand finish
50” LED TV Benelli Nova Shotgun
Canon 18 MP Camera Mossberg 535 Tactical Pump Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Stoeger Model 3000 Shotgun
Galaxy IV Tablet Mossberg 535 ATS Turkey/Waterfowl Shotgun Combo
HP Laptop Computer 17.3” 500GB HD 4GB RAM webcam CZ-USA Mallard Shotgun
HP All In One Desktop 1TB HD 4GB RAM Win 8 Remington Model 870 Express Tactical Shotgun
55”7 LED TV Marlin 336C Lever Action Centerfire Rifle
55” LED TV Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Savage Model 11/111 Hunter XP Centerfire Rifle Package
55” LED TV Thompson/Center Venture Centerfire Rifle
Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm Combo Remington Model 700 ADL Centerfire Rifle Package
Ruger 10/22 takedown rifle Ruger 10/22 Reaper Buck Camo w/4x32 scope
Savage Axis Stainless Centerfire Rifle Henry Golden Boy Youth Rimfire Rifle
Remington Model 770 Centerfire Rifle Package Rossi Circuit Judge Firearm
Mossberg ATR Centerfire Rifle Package CVA Optima V2 Camo Muzzleloader Rifle

Additional in-house raffles will be available.

All Prizes are awarded through Gander Mountain, Novi, Mi
or ABC Warehouse, Canton, Mi

| *** FREE FOOD AND DRINK - RAFFLE TICKET REQUIRED FOR ENTRY *** |
Drawing: Sunday, October 11,2015 — 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. |
V.F.W. Post 6695 - 1426 S. Mill St., Plymouth, MI. 48170-4321
$20.00 (US) per Ticket - Need Not Be Present To Win.
00 Maximum of 5000 Tickets Printed! 00
szo. (Must Be 18 Years Old to Purchase Tickets) 20.

*Prize winners responsible for taxes and all pertinent state and federal regulations.

+xxx»  Support Your Local Veterans and their Projects  « « » + »

Proceeds to benefit hospitalized veterans, community and veteran projects and the General Fund of Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter 528. If 1500 tickets are not sold, the Sports men’sRaffle will revert to a 50/50 Raffle
with a minimum prize of $5,000.

Mail to: 2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle Requests must be made prior to Friday,
V.V.A 528 October 9, 2015 to allow time for
P.O. Box 6295 pr ing and delivery.
Plymouth,Mi. 48170-4321 Make checks to : VVA 528

License No. R23562

2015 Sportsmen’s Raffle

Name: Check No.

Address:

City, State, & Zip:

Telephone Number: |:| I am 18-years old or older
(We will return check if box is not checked.)

Quantity: x $20ea. = Total: $
U.S. Funds only




2015 VVA 528 & VFW Post 6695 Sportsmen’s Raffle Selling Events

This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle tickets. Please come out and visit with us.

7/3/2015
7/4/2015
7/5/12015
7/18/2015

7/19/2015
7/25/2015
7/26/2015
8/1/2015
8/2/2015
8/15/20135
8/16/2015

Gene Spurgess

Show
Birch Run

Gander Mountain
Lansing/Mason
Military Collectibles
ABC Warchouse
Taylor Town

Novi Expo
Monroe
Saline
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

Address City Zip
11600 S Beyer Rd. Birch Run 48415
43825 W. Oaks Dr. Novi 48377
700 E. Ash St. Mason 48854
31117 Plymouth Rd. Livonia 48150
41690 Ford Rd Canton 48043
22525 Ecorse Rd Taylor 48180
46100 Grand River Novi 48374
3775 S. Custer Rd Monroe 48161
5055 Saline-Ann Arbor Rd  Saline
1400-1900 Lansing/Mason
0900-1700 Lansing/Mason
I000-1500 Lansing/Mason
0900-1800 Gander Mtn Novi
0900-1800 Gander Mtn Novi
0900-1700 Novi
1000-1500 Novi
0900-1700 Birch Run
1000-1500 Birch Run
0900-1800 Gander Mtn Novi
0900-1800 Gander Mtn Novi

Bob Dew, Fund
Raising Chair

Don Dignan

-

\,-\\

Jerry Thomason

Dennis Bielskis
Chair

o ERNG
187 5T

Gary “Bear” Kubik




CRUZ'N 528

1426 S. Mill Plymouth, MI

Starting May 13™ from 5p-8p and every
Wednesday till the end of September

Come join us for good music and great
food at the

Mayflower/Lt. Gamble VFW 6695 at
1426 S. Mill St. Plymouth, MI

Ph. # 734.459.6700.



July 2015 - VVA Chapter 528 Plymouth-Canton, Mi

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday - Saturday
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
Independence Day
Parade
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
12 o 13 14 15 16 17 18
eneral Joy Road
I;A:gglgzship Meeting Clean-Up -
Contact Rich
Whipple
19 20 21 : 22 23 24 25
VVA National XVA Natt,'onasl L VVA National VVA National VVA National
Convention ¥ TR | Convention Convention Convention
Springfield, IL Vets Night at Springfield, IL Springfield, IL Springfield, IL
Comerica Park
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
VVA Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Tom Brown, Editor
2nd Missile Battalion,
44th Artillery Pershing

Missile -1st Year

Ft. Sill, OK

HDG III Corps - 2nd year

Our active online calendar @
www.vva528.org/ourevents.html

VVA 528 General Membership Meeting Monday, July 13, 2015 1426 South Mill St.
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

VFW Calendar for July
3rd - Karaoke Night - 8§ pm
4th - Chicken Bar-B-Q - Noon - ?
7th - Ladies Auxiliary - 7 pm
14th - General Membership Mtg. 7 pm
17th - Karaoke Night -8 pm A\
16th - Men’s Auxiliary - 6:30 pm J} )
21st - Board Meeting - 7 pm =

July Birthdays

Tom Arnett, Dennis Aten, Terry Atkins, William Blue, Bill Brisbols,
David Cole, Richard Corrow, Mike Dicker, Wally Dixon, Gordon
Dorey, James Harvey, Ed Hopkins, Mike Hucal, John Iaquinta,
James Kimball, Timothy LaGrow, Philip Lang, Victor Mamayek,
Philip Menendez, Stephen Olson, James Pawlukiewicz, Joseph
Radachy, William Ray, Richard Schmidt, George Surowy, Jugy
Thomason, William Tackett and Robert Taylor.
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July 2015

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva;28.org

Chapter 528 Homefront

o
Chapter Officers
President John Spencer

1st Vice President Richard Waldecker
2nd Vice President  Mike Steffes

Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvvas28.com
Advertixing Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Secretary Dennis Bielskis
Treasurer Bob Dew
Board of Directors Fish On For Freedom June 25, 2015 Ludington, MI
Bill Browning Gene Spurgess
Mike Dicker Pete Glasgow
Don Dignan Joe Tebor
Rich Mazurkiwicz Rich Whipple
Committees
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew
AV VA Representative Bryan Bentley
By-Laws Jim
Hodgson
Chaplain Rich Whipple
Chapter Historian Rich Waldecker
Color/Honor Guard Bob Lamoureux
Rick
Ciaramitaro
Fundraising Bob
Dew
Homeless Veterans John Fleming
Membership Bob Lamoureux
Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher Tom Brown
Assistant Editor Don Dignan
Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson
Assistant Chief Ron King
Dale Luebke
Product Sales Bill
Browning
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson
Vaughn Hull
Public Affairs Don Dignan
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming
Service Representative A%gie Little
Sportsmen’s Raffle John Spencer
State Delegate Gary Estermyer
State A.Delegate Dennis Bielskis
State A. Delegate Bill Boudreau
State VVA Product Sales  John Riling
VAVS Deputy Vaughn Hull
Vietnam War 50th Com.  Ron King

Website

Tom Brown

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan

Phillip Smith - Director

Veterans Crisis
Centers

Veterans Center
313738171370

Dearborn Crisis Center

313-961-9568  313-226-4181

313758477800

VA Medical Center Detroit 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System 734-769-7100

Gene Spurgess & Don McLane with Sparty
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No. 213208

ZTROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Garden City, Ml 48135 Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) www.greatlakestrophies.com

Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays /9 - Noon Sat E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

Fleming Financial
Services, Inc.

John A. Fleming

National Association of Tax Professionals

29217 Ford Road, Suite 119
Garden City, M1 48135

phone 734 525-4560 fax 734 525-5280
toll free 888 240-1550 john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Marke Vi

« Car donation is 100% tax deductible and
pick up is free

'Helping Those Who Help Otbers « Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Ron& THERESA

1 248 677 2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAK!
PFOYERE-HEALTHIER

L
.

C & D CATERING -
BE A GUEST AT YOUR OWN PARTY

From a simple backyard
party, to an elegant affair

204 SOUTH WAYNE RD
WESTLAND MI 48184

734.729.9318
faoe 7347291314

= WNW.C-D CATERING COM

Main Street Auto Wash

‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, MI 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics’

DESIGN m COPY ® PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com

www.us336.alphagraphics.com s

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 Ann Arbor Rd 0SJ Branch: 31700 Middlebelt Rd
Suite 3 Surte 145
Plym Farmington Hills, MI 48334

office 248 626 2000 office

iIs@lpl.com

w.Ipl.com/bob.carris Member FINRA/SIPC

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-397-9734
Canton, M| 48187-7531 frabar@comcast.net
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Chapter 528 Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. is open to

July 2015

Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.

Name

Phone

Present Address

City

State

Zip
Branch of Service

Date of Birth

email

$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed

| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
| am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member

| want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00

Other

New Member Renewal
No.

$50.00

Membership Card

Today's Date

Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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