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President’s Corner

Welcome Home! 38th Air Rescue & 
Recovery Squadron
Ton Son Nhut AB, RVN
1971-1972

Warm and sincere greetings to our wonderful chapter members.  As I begin this, my second “President’s 
Corner” article, I am thinking of the great time we had this morning at the Wayne County Children’s Fishing 
Derby.  Every  year, our members come forward in large numbers to volunteer their time to make this glorious 
event possible. This year was no exception, as we had several members helping to register, measure, and weigh 
fish for the kids who caught them. The smiles on the kid’s faces say it all. Moreover, the Park officials 
acknowledged that this derby would not be possible without our support.  For the tenth year, our weekly  Cruz’n 
528 Car Shows are providing a lot of fun and enjoyment for the local car clubs that support  us, neighbors and 
friends that  continue to come here year after year for the greatest hamburgers, hot dogs, etc, anywhere. Again, 
none of this would be possible without our volunteers—the backbone of our chapter!
Monday, May 27, 2013 is Memorial Day. As always, our chapter, together with VFW members will march in 
the Parade to honor, respect, and remember our fallen brothers and sisters. The turnout for this emotional event 
is always over the top, and I am sure this year will be no different. 
Thanks to all of you, Vietnam Veterans are held in high esteem in our communities and in our Nation. As we 
know, this was not always the case, however, thanks to your untiring persistence, veterans are now receiving 
their rightful benefits; their deserved claims, and the respect we deserve! To quote one of the chapter’s most 
respected leaders, Don Dignan, “It’s a great time to be a veteran”.

Wayne County Fishing Derby
Chapter 528 helping out during May 
18th’s fishing derby. Page 10 has 
several photos from this fun annual 
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Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Digger’s Desk

LOUNGE SIGN-IN RAFFLE

Be sure to sign in before the meeting and any day 
you happen to visit the Post. Members of all 
groups (VVA, AVVA, VFW, Men’s and Ladies 
Auxiliary) are eligible. The current jackpot will net 
the winner around $350. It’s a win/win situation.

TROOP SUPPORT

We had so many packages last month that we ran 
out of shipping money. The Ladies Auxiliary then 
allocated additional funds for shipping.
We then decided that based on the size of the 
10th Mountain Division unit, 16 soldiers, we 
would direct some of the remaining 13 packages 
to another unit.
Late last month, Nancy and I and Frank 
Gilbo unpacked, redistributed and repacked the 
remaining boxes plus two more. Because of the 
special food requests of the POC of the 10th 
Mountain Division, we took all non-snack food 
and mailed it to that same unit. Everything else 
was packed up with four packages each going to 
D/1/501 TF Dragon, 2/12 Cav 4BCT ICD and A/
2/22 INF 1/10 MTN. In every package we also 
placed several "Thank You" greetings from the 
elementary students at a local school in Novi. We 
read several of the letters and they were great. We 
know the troops will enjoy them also. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed time, talent and 
treasure this time and in the past.

If you have a son/daughter, grandson/grand 
daughter, niece/nephew who is deployed overseas 
and might like some stateside support, get us a 
name and address and we’ll be sure to get a 
package sent to them. Remember what it was like 
getting a package from home back in the day ? 
Keep all our troops in your daily prayers.

MEMORIAL DAY

Make it a point to march with your Chapter 
members in the annual Plymouth Memorial Day 
parade. The citizens of Plymouth always give us a 
patriotic response, likely topping any greeting you 
received upon returning to the States way back 
when. What a difference a couple of decades makes.

POPPY SALES

Thanks to all who gave a few hours of time toward 
this membership relief effort. We didn’t tally up 
quite as much as last year but this year was still very 
respectable.

FISHING DERBY

Our annual Hines Park Fishing Derby for Kids, held 
in partnership with Wayne County Parks and 
Recreation was a huge success as usual, with 
beautiful weather as a bonus. Thanks to Bill 
Boudreau, Tom Brown, Gary Kubik and the rest of 
the volunteers. See the website for pictures.

CAR CRUZ

The Wednesday Car Cruz is well underway with our 
first rainout this past Wednesday. The crowds are 
good and appreciative of a good product. Thanks to 
Jim, Dave and Don for chairing this event. Darrell 
has been retained temporarily as a consultant.

I hope to see you at the June meeting. It’s a great 
time to be a Veteran.
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Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Odds & Ends

Membership
     We had 3 individuals submit application this past 
month. Roger Riddell and John Sanborn, both Navy, 
and Andy Lawrence, Army have joined our chapter. 
Welcome Home Roger, John and Andy and welcome to 
Chapter 528. Our current membership stands at 253 
individual and 63 associate members. 
     Lapsed Members: As of May 22, 2013 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           VVA: Richard Newberry, Cornell Osier
           AVVA: Stephen Boucher, Mike Palmer 
     Dropped From Roster: Ed Bowman, Harry  Boyde, 
Mario Kamm
     June VVA Renewals: none
     June AVVA Renewals: none 
If you have already  renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep 
your membership current.

Membership
     As you can see from the number above the chapter 
has finally reached the 250 plateau in membership. 
This is quite an accomplishment we should all be proud 
of. During the last 12 months we have recruited 30 new 
members. Unfortunately we have also had 20 drop out. 
Retaining members is a problem we all need to be 
aware of. When you read my newsletter article check 
out those members who are lapsed or dropped from the 
roster. If you recruited them or are acquainted with 
them contact them and see if this was an oversight or if 
there is something we can do to keep them as a 
member. If we all work together we can reach 300 in 
no time.

Color Guard
      In May the color guard presented the colors at the 
opening of the following events: awards dinner for 
Joshua’s Trail, Canton Little League and golf outing for 

Dennis Waling is still recovering from surgery.

Michael Schlott’s mother Maxine Schlott Sievert 
passed away earlier this past month.

Mike Steffes has been hospitalized and is waiting 
to see his results from a heart catheterization.  

Operation Injured Soldiers. We also were involved 
in the Memorial Day ceremonies in Plymouth and 
Canton. Upcoming in June are the Salem parade at 
11:00 on June 8th, a funeral service also on June 8 
and a flag retirement ceremony at 6:00 on Flag Day, 
June 14th. 

Kokomo - Lots 239E- 244E and 339E- 344E. We 
no longer hold the lot #'s 720 & 721E. It is less 
than 4 months till the Reunion, so I need to 
know if you are going this year. If you are new to 
going to this event. I need to know ASAP!

Your Kokomo Coordinator

Dale M. Luebke
355th Tac Fighter Wing
357th Tac Fighter Squadron
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D R .D R .   B O B ’ SB O B ’ S   

F I L E S :F I L E S :  
Bob Paul ,  USMC 

1st  MAW, MAG-12,  VMA-225 
Chu Lai  1965 

 
The Two aircraft listed below saw 

considerable service as fire support aircraft 
during the Vietnam War. 

 
AC-130 SPECTRE A.K.A. STINGER II 

During the Vietnam War, the C-130 Hercules was selected to 
replace the Douglas AC-47 Spooky gunship (Project Gunship I) in order to 
improve mission endurance and increase capacity to carry munitions.  
Capable of flying faster than helicopters and at high altitudes with 
excellent loiter time, the use of the pylon turn allowed the AC-47 to deliver 
continuous accurate fire to a single point on the ground.  In 1967, JC-130A 
USAF 54-1626 was selected for conversion into the prototype AC-130A 
gunship (Project Gunship II).  The modifications were done at Wright-
Patterson AFB by the Aeronautical Systems Division.  A direct view night 
vision telescope was installed in the forward door, an early Forward 
Looking Infrared (FLIR) in the forward part of the left wheel well, and Gatling guns fixed facing down and aft along the 
left side.  By September 1967, the aircraft was certified ready for combat testing and was flown to Nha Trang AB, South 
Vietnam, for a 90 day test program.  The AC-130 was later supplemented by the AC-119 Shadow (Project Gunship III), 
which later proved to be underpowered.  The above photo is showing the AC-130 firing flares.  Seven more warplanes 
were converted to the "Plain Jane" configuration like the AC-130 prototype in 1968, and one aircraft received the 
"Surprise Package" equipment in 1969.  Surprise Package included the latest 20 MM rotary cannons and 40 MM Bofors 
Cannon but no 7.62 mm close support armament.  Surprise Package served as a test bed for the avionic systems and 
armament for the AC-130E.   In 1970, ten more AC-130As were acquired under the "Pave Pronto" project.  In the summer 
of 1971, Surprise Package equipped AC-130s were converted to the Pave Pronto configuration and assumed their new 
nickname 'Thor'.  Conversion of C-130Es into AC-130Es for the "PAVE Spectre" project followed.  Regardless of their 
project names the aircraft were more commonly referred to by the squadron's call sign 'Spectre' 

 
AC-47 ‘SPOOKY’ A.K.A. ‘PUFF THE MAGIC DRAGON’ 

The AC-47 was a USAF C-47, (the military version of the DC-3) that had been modified by mounting three 
7.62mm General Electric miniguns to fire through two rear window openings and the side cargo door, all on the left 
(pilot's) side of the aircraft. Other armament configurations could also be found on similar C-47 based aircraft around the 
world. The guns were actuated by a control on the pilot's yoke, where he could control the guns either individually or 
together, although gunners were also among the crew to assist with gun failures and similar issues. Its primary function 
was close air support for ground troops. It could orbit the target for hours providing suppressing fire. Coverage given by a 
Spooky was over an elliptical area approximately 52 yd (47.5 m) in diameter, placing a round every 2.4 yd (2.2 m) during 
a 3-second burst. The aircraft also carried flares, which it could drop to illuminate the battleground.  When the AC-47 was 
introduced there were no preceding designs to gauge how successful the concept would be. The USAF found itself in a 
precarious situation when requests for additional gunships began to come in. It simply did not have enough miniguns to fit 
additional aircraft after the first two conversions. The next four aircraft were 
equipped with 10 .30 caliber AN/M2 Machine Guns. It was quickly discovered, 
however, that these weapons, using WW II and Korean War ammunition 
stocks, jammed easily, produced large amounts of gases from firing, and, even 
in 10-gun groups, could only provide the density of fire of a single minigun. 
All four of these aircraft were retrofitted to the standard armament 
configuration when additional miniguns arrived. The AC-47 initially used 
SUU-11/A gun pods that were installed on locally fabricated mounts for the 
gunship application. Emerson Electric eventually developed the MXU-470/A 
to replace the gun pods, which were also used on subsequent gunships. 
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Chaplain’s Corner

Rich Whipple
Chapter Chaplain
HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

Seven Needs
TGIF Today God Is First Volume 2 by Os 

Hillman
Wednesday, May 22 2013

"The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds" (2 Cor 10:3-5).
Jerry had grown up with a father who was a 
successful workaholic. Although he lacked for 
nothing materially, he never sensed much warmth 
or compassion from his parents. Then, when Jerry 
was still in his early teens, his father died very 
suddenly. His large family was left with little 
support, and insecurity and fear became the 
dominating factors in the young man's life. Vowing 
to himself that he would never lack financial need 
again, Jerry worked hard at his business. A 
stronghold of idolatry brought reliance on the 
wealth he had accumulated rather than a prayerful 
dependency on God.
Arguments over money dominated his marriage. 
Distrust and greed permeated his home and 
business relationships. No one could "stand in his 
face" and tell him what to do. Finally, as his 
marriage disintegrated and his business gave signs 
of going under, Jerry renounced the strongholds of 
insecurity and fear that had made money his idol 
and had shaped his disbelieving view of God's 
ability to meet his need.
As the Holy Spirit brought conviction of the sins he 
had committed against so many people, he 
purposed to approach each one to seek forgiveness 
and make restitution wherever appropriate. His 
priorities shifted to God and family, then to close 
friends and business. God began to restore balance 
and intimacy with God and others as a result.
God created human beings with seven primary 
needs as represented in Genesis 1&2. Each of us has 
a need for:
1. Dignity
2. Authority
3. Blessing & Provision

4. Security
5. Purpose & Meaning
6. Freedom & Boundary
7. Intimate Love & Companionship
Whenever we seek to meet one or more of these 
basic needs outside God's design we have set the 
stage for the development of a generational 
stronghold. As in the case of Jerry, who in this case 
is the author, he needed to discover the needs he 
was attempting to meet through a demonic 
stronghold of insecurity and fear.
Generational strongholds can impact our 
relationship with God and others. Today, why not 
begin to investigate root issues that may be 
impacting you or your family. 

------------------------------------------------------------------
Personal note: I am the Outpost Leader for the 
Western Wayne County Point Man (International) 
Outpost.  On the Point Man website 
(www.pmim.org), this explains what we are about:
Outposts are lead by Christian Vets who care deeply 
about veterans and their stru$les. They fu%y understand 
the difficulties associated with returning home a'er a 
long and difficult deployment as we% as the non-combat 
experiences.  Outposts are places for veterans to talk, 
share and listen to others who have walked in their shoes.  
A% Vets are welcome regardless of what country they 
served with and gender is irrelevant as both men and 
women have served and sacrificed for their respective 
countries.

I do want all of you to know, that if you ever need 
someone to talk to and there doesn’t seem to be a 
neighbor, family member, etc. that you feel that 
would understand, please call me up and I will be 
available most any time to meet you for a beer, 
coffee, or whatever.  I hope I have gained your 
confidence in keeping whatever is discussed, 
between you and me.

http://www.pmim.org
http://www.pmim.org
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Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)

USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349

Sub Sq. 5

The Bear’s Den

GO TIGERS!!!! 

When the Tigers hit a home run, on a televised 
game, $1.00 drafts in the Post Lounge. We always 
have good stuff going on there. Start thinking about 
a dart throwing team. It would be nice to have a 
couple of teams that could travel around the area. 
They would not have to be members if you have 
friends. It could be fun. Also euchre is still a 
possibility for another tournament. The last time we 
had euchre, we really had fun if we can get 
participation again. The fishing derby was a lot of 
fun again this year. It is the first year that all three 
tagged fish were caught by the kids. Dave Reeves 
will again do a spectacular job mounting the largest 
fish for the winner for free. Thanks Dave! Call or 
stop by, there is lots going on here......bear

Oklahoma Tornado Victims
The Ladies Auxiliary has donated toiletries to the 
victims of the Oklahoma tornado. Thanks to all 
who donated toiletry items. We had an over 
abundance especially lady’s products so this was a 
good way to use them. Thanks to Patty Bielskis 
for this great idea. Our prayers go out to all the 
people affected by this disaster.

                               Nancy Dignan

Gary Boucher, Pat Doherty and Dale Luebke 
helping out at our Product Sales and “Dog Tags”

 Frank Gilbo and Mike Dicker making sure only kids 12 
and under are fishing.
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Apache Troop "Scouts "
 7th/1st Air Cav Sqdn
1st Aviation Brigade
Vinh Long 1971 / 72

Although homelessness among 
veterans declined 12% in 2011, 67,495 
veterans are homeless on any given 
single night, in 2012

     People are more than willing to help out not 
only Veterans organizations, but even the 
occasional homeless vet "holding" his sign on 
the freeway off-ramp around Christmas time, yet 
many seem to forget that these same Americans 
need help long after the holidays are gone and 
forgotten. Government money is  currently 
extremely limited and available services are 
often over capacity. It is crucial that community 
groups and private citizens reach out to help 
provide the support and resources  many 
Americans take for granted, such as housing 
and employment. Roughly 56 percent of all 
homeless veterans are African American or 
Hispanic, despite only accounting for 12.8 
percent and 15.4 percent of the U.S. population 
respectively. About 1.5 million other veterans, 
meanwhi le , are cons idered a t r isk o f 
homelessness due to poverty, lack of support 
networks, and dismal living conditions  in 
overcrowded or substandard housing.
     Although these counts are really no more 
than estimates, as there is no way to be sure of 
the exact numbers , par t icu lar ly when 
considering the transient nature of homeless 
populations, the Departments of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) and Veterans Affairs 
(VA) figures that there are over 67,000 veterans 
homeless on any given night. Over the course of 
a year, twice as many are estimated to 
experience homelessness. Although only about 
8% of the general population can claim veteran 
status, nearly 1/5 of the homeless people in 
America are veterans.

Why are there so many homeless veterans?
     In addition to the shortage of affordable 
housing, livable income and access to health 
care, many displaced and at-risk veterans live 
with the lasting effects of PTSD, depression, 
anxiety disorders and substance abuse, 
compounded by a lack of families  and/or support 
networks. Although most homeless  people are 
single, unaffiliated men, most housing assistance 
in existing federal homelessness programs is 
devoted to helping homeless families or 
homeless women with children. Although the VA’s 
specialized homeless programs served more 
than 92,000 veterans in 2009, this still leaves well 
over 100,000 veterans on the streets. The 
remaining homeless vets must seek assistance 
from local government agencies, community 
organizations and faith-based services.
What seems to work best?
     The most effective programs for homeless and 
at-risk veterans are community-based, nonprofit, 
“veterans helping veterans” groups. Programs 
that seem to work best feature transitional 
housing with the camaraderie of living in 
structured, substance-free environments with 
fellow veterans who are succeeding at bettering 
themselves. If you are not already part of an 
organization, visit a homeless veteran facility.
Make a donation to your local homeless veteran 
provider, participate in local homeless coalitions, 
involve others  by discussing what is being done 
in your community for homeless veterans and 
contact your elected officials. 

Thanks   Ted Enright

Ted’s View from 
the Backroom
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! ! ! ! ! ! ! # !

Richard Diveto! ! 1944 – 1994! !
Jeffery Stewart ! ! 1949 - 1995
Gary Smith ! ! 1943 - 1996
Delbert Haddock ! 1948 – 1996! ! ! Army! ! January 68 – August 70
Marvin Schultz! ! 1947 – 1999! ! ! Army! ! April 69 – December 71
Bryan Tubbs ! ! 1945 – 1999! ! ! Army! ! June 66 – May 68
Charles Sperry !  III ! 1951 – 2000! ! ! Navy! ! February 72 – September 76
Thomas Labowitch ! 1947 – 2000! ! ! Army! ! November 66 – August 68
John Hinman! ! 1947 – 2001! ! ! Navy! ! June 70 – September 71
Edward Cafruny!! 1940 – 2002! ! ! Army! ! January 68 – October 70
Jerry Gibbons! ! 1941 – 2002! ! ! Marines!! November 59 – November 68
Robert Cicotte ! ! 1947 – 2003! ! ! Marines!! February 64 – February 68
T. Joseph Dorey! ! 1943 – 2004! ! ! Navy! ! October 61 – September 65
John Macik! ! 1943 – 2005! ! ! Army! ! September 61 – September 64
Basilio Rivera! ! 1953 – 2005! ! ! Air Force! June 73 – June 77
Chris Busse! ! 1947 – 2005! ! ! Army! ! August 66 – August 69
Thomas Butterfield! 1947 – 2006! ! ! Army! ! February 67 – January 70
Dennis Lowry ! ! 1948 – 2006! ! ! Army! ! June 67 – April 70
Michael Ramsey!! 1945 – 2007! ! ! Navy! ! June 65 – February 69
George Troell! ! 1943 – 2007! ! ! Army! ! November 66 – September 68
Larry Jarvis! ! 1948 – 2007! ! ! Marines!! April 65 – March 69 
Joseph Kato Jr.! ! 1945 - 2007! ! ! Navy! ! March 65 - March 68
Tom Snell! ! 1946 - 2008! ! ! Air Force! March 64 - March 68
Kris (KC) Brimer ! 1948 - 2008! ! ! Army! ! October 67 - July 69
Cornelius  McGowan ! 1947 - 2009! ! ! Navy! ! July 66 - May 68
Harry Bryant! ! 1948 - 2009! ! ! Army! ! January 67 - 1970
Richard Torossian! 1941 - 2010! ! ! Army! ! February 67 - February 69
Franz Brenner ! ! 1941 - 2010! ! ! Army! ! June 64 - November 66
Tim Klopschinsky! 1945 - 2011! ! ! Navy! ! September 65 - September 69
Michael Weaver ! ! 1949 - 2011! ! ! Army! ! June 68 - January 71
Wade Rotthoff! ! 1946 - 2011! ! ! Army! ! Army June 66 - July 67
Carl Shefferd ! ! 1947 - 2011! ! ! Army ! ! Army Airborne August 65 - October 69
Rolland Anderson! 1948 - 2012! ! ! Army ! ! December 1968 - December 1970
Bernard Burkacki! 1947-2012! ! ! Airforce ! July 1966 - February 1970

Henry “Bob” Smith ! 1923 - 1995
Robert Nelson! ! 1929 - 1995
Cynthia Estermyer! 1951 - 1998
George Salhaney!! 1931 – 1998! ! ! Army! !  April 52 – January 54
Stanley Jenkins! ! 1924 - 2000
Judith LaGrow! ! 1949 - 2003
Carol Luebke ! ! 1947 - 2003
William Jakobcic! 1943 – 2003
Dorothy Dorey! ! 1924 - 2004
Floyd Riley! ! 1933 - 2004
Lynn Wallace! ! 1961 - 2005
Denise Cain! ! 1953 - 2005
Patricia Hull! ! 1946 - 2006
James St. Holmes! 1969 - 2007
Anna Smith! ! 1923 - 2008
Adam Hays! ! 1930 - 2010
Karen Ligner! ! 1950 - 2010
Eileen Boucher ! ! 1939 - 2011
Dorothy Wallace!!          - 2011
Nancy E. Spencer! 1947 - 2012!

“In Memoriam”
May We Never Forget!

Deceased VVA Chapter 528 Members Service Dates of Service

Deceased AVV Members / Spouses
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Welcome Home, Chapter 528,

     Memorial Day is closing in on us fast and there is a flurry of activities that we all have been involved 
with including the Cruz’n 528 Car Show, of which this past Wednesday, was my 1st to actually get involved 
with since I joined the chapter. “Bear” had me supplying and handing registration forms out faster than I 
could shake my head. I'm glad I got to help that day. Let's be sure to get out to as many shows as we can 
while they are going on this season. It is a good time for camaraderie with Chapter members and we get 
things done and have fun at the same time. 
     I want to take the time right now to recognize the Fallen Heroes of the Vietnam Era that called this 
Area their Home. There are many of you that may know or heard these names that are etched in the 
Memorial here in Plymouth, you will know them better than I will, but as you think about these Fallen 
Heroes, think about their loved ones that are still connected to the name that they have remembered all 
their lives and please, at some time before you leave that sacred ground on Memorial Day, take a moment 
to stop and say something to the loved ones standing there, even if it's just to say thanks that their loved 
one served our country. It will mean so much to them. Guess what, it just might mean something to you 
too. 

1. RICHARD A. LARRICK, 21,CPL, 123RD AVN. BN, U. S. ARMY; BORN: 29 MAY 1947 - DIED: 26 SEPT. 
1965; WALL: PANEL W 42, LINE 18;
2. RICHARD L. NOWRY, 21, CPL., 1ST MT. BN, U. S. MARINES; BORN: 25 JAN. 1947 - DIED: 9 JUNE 1968; 
WALL: PANEL W 58, LINE 12;
3. JAMES T. FIELDS, 20, SPR, 1/9 CAV., U. S. ARMY; BORN: 12 MAY 1948 - DIED:15 FEB. 1969; WALL: PANEL 
W 32, LINE 37;
4. JAMES P. ECKLES, 20, CPL, 1/8 CAV., U. S. ARMY; BORN: 16 NOV.1948 - DIED:12 AUG. 1969; WALL: 
PANEL W 19, LINE 12;
5. HUGH H. SARAH, 24, SP4, 2/8 CAV., U. S. ARMY; BORN:5 AUG 1945 - DIED: 25 SEP.1969; WALL: PANEL 
W 17, LINE 1
6. HARRY F. ZALESNY,JR., 20, CWO, 334TH AHC, U. S. ARMY; BORN: 20 FEB. 1949 - DIED: 22 
DEC. 1969; WALL: PANEL W 15, LINE 84;
7. HARRY E. BAKER, 20, SP4, 3/1 INF. U. S. ARMY; BORN: 23 SEP. 1949 -  DIED: 31 MAR. 1970; WALL: 
PANEL 12, LINE 61;  
 
BTW: MAKE SURE YOU LET ANOTHER VET KNOW THAT THEY ARE APPRECIATED. WE WERE 
STANDING TALL THEN, WE ARE STANDING TALL NOW. HAVE A GREAT MEMORIAL WEEKEND 
and HAVE A GREAT DAY, EVERY DAY. 

DALAT  L.D. #4, Sir

Leroy Paige
RVN 69-70

1st Signal Brigade

PLYMOUTH VIETNAM MEMORIAL FALLEN HEROES
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Vaughn Hull, Dale Luebke, Pat Doherty, John Spencer, Dennis Bielskis, Bill Boudreau, Bob Dew, Gary 
"Bear" Kubik, Ron King, Frank Gilbo, Mike Dicker, Gene Spurgess, Gary "Ouch" Boucher and Tom Brown. 
Members missing from photo: Bill Gravett and Jerry Thomason. I would like to thank all of our Members 
who helped make the 2013 Wayne County Fishing Derby a huge success. Photo courtesy of AVVA member 
Mike Karath.

Each and every year our Chapter along with Wayne County Parks and Recreation offer residents of 
Wayne County the chance to fish for newly stocked rainbow trout. This annual event is one of the 
most enjoyable events of the year. Literally hundreds of kids from ages 1 week to 12 years are 
allowed to fish for free and without the need of a fishing license. Three prizes are given to kids from 
three different age groups. Chapter 528 donates $500.00 to help buy the fishing poles, tackle boxes, 
fishing nets and other appropriate items and to help stock the area with trout. One of our own 
members, Dave Reeves takes the largest fish caught and mounts the fish for the winner.

Wayne County Fishing Derby
Saturday, May 18, 2013
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VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday,  June 10, 2013   1426 South Mill St. 
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

VFW Calendar For June
4th - Ladies Auxiliary - 7:00 pm
7th - Karaoke Night - 8 pm
11th - General Membership Meeting - 7pm
18th - Board Meeting - 7pm
20th - Men’s Auxiliary - 7:30 pm
21st - Steak Dinner - 5-7 pm
21st - Karaoke Night - 8 pm

USARV
58th Field Depot

Qui Nhon 
May 68 - May 69

Calendar by Gary Estermyer

June  Birthdays
Dave Banks, Bill Browning, George Bruder, Roger Buelow, Dave 
Codd, Dennis Darichuck, Gary Estermyer, Dennis Fago, Matt 
Klepack, Harold Hachigian, Frank Jaskula, Roger Kehrier, Mike 
Maattala, Don McLane, Dennis Mozdzen, Zoltan Nagy, Mike 
Palmer, Bill Power, John Riling, Barbara Roberts, Rich Sander, 
Art Sawyer, Mark Shemanski, Art Stanley, Judy Thomason and 
Dan Zedan

5-8 pm

5-8 pm

5-8 pm

5-8 pm



13

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 
 when turning in your vehicle.

No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

Editor’s Message 
I am asking all members who are currently receiving 
their newsletter by postal mail and who have Internet 
service to please choose not to have our newsletter 
mailed to you. Each newsletter costs us nearly $1.00 
per issue to publish and mail. Help save us money for 
our chapter. The money saved can be spent on more 
important matters. One may contact Dale Luebke 
either by emailing or calling him and let Dale know of 
your new choice.

Dale Luebke dale68us@yahoo.com or 734-395-5144

Thanks!

Tom Brown, Editor
HDG III Corps
2nd & 44th  Pershing
Ft. Sill, OK

Bob Dew judging all contestants in the casting contest 
during the Wayne County Fishing Derby.

mailto:dale68us@yahoo.com
mailto:dale68us@yahoo.com
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Chapter 528 Web Site: www.vva528.org                  !   Chapter 528 Travel Site: www.travelvva528.com    
Chapter Officers# # #                                    Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15
President     !     ! Ron King!   !                  !
1st Vice President      ! Bob Paul !   !
2nd Vice President    ! Leroy Paige
Secretary!                    ! Richard Waldecker           
Treasurer!                    ! Bob Dew! 
Board of Directors
Bill Browning! ! Mike Steffes
Mike Dicker! ! Ben Tallman
Gary “Bear” Kubik! Joe Tebor
Gary Pritchard! ! Jerry Thomason
!                    
Committees
A.O./Health Care! ! Vaughn Hull!
AVVA Representative! Norma Demerly   
By-Laws! ! ! Bob Paul!! ! !
Chaplain!! ! Rich Whipple!
Chapter Historian!! Dick Waldecker
Color/Honor Guard! Bob Lamoureux!
! ! ! Rick Ciaramitaro !
Constitution! ! Gary Estermyer!
ETABO! ! ! Gordon Dorey!
Fundraising! ! Bob Dew!!
Government Affairs! !
Homeless Veterans! John Fleming!
Membership ! ! Bob Lamoureux!
Homefront Newsletter!
     Editor & Publisher ! Tom Brown!
     Assistant Editor! Don Dignan!
     Distribution Chief! Dale Luebke
      Assistant Chief!! Ron King!            
Product Sales! ! Dale Luebke !
! ! ! Bill Browning
Point Man Ministries! Rich Whipple!
! ! ! Ron Wroblewski   
POW/MIA! ! Al Kerbyson!
Public Affairs! ! Don Dignan!
Sergeant-at-Arms! ! John Fleming!
Scholarship! ! Dean Bell!
! ! ! Don Dignan!
! ! ! Ron King!
Service Rep. ! ! Aggie Little!
Sportsman’s Raffle!! Dennis Bielskis! !
State Delegate! ! Gary Estermyer!
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling
VAVS Deputy! ! Vaughn Hull!
Website! ! ! Tom Brown!

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director! 313-961-9568  313-226-4181
Veterans Crisis Centers## # # # # #
Veterans Center! ! 313-381-1370! ! ! ! ! ! !
Dearborn Crisis Center! 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit! 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
! ! !            ! ! ! !
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 21st of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the 
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org or email Bill Boudreau at 
wboudreau@comcast.net. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may 
not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor,  or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

June 2013

http://www.528.org
http://www.528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.travelvva528.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
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Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________

Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

   June 2013Chapter 528 Homefront


