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President’s Corner

Welcome Home!

Ron King

Ron King, President 
38thAir Rescue & 

Recovery Squadron
Ton Son Nhut AB, RVN

1971-1972

Greetings,

According to the calendar, Spring arrives this month, however, 
we will have to wait and see this year!  It has not been a typical 
Winter by any standards.

The bright spot for March is the beginning of our annual Fish 
Fries, starting on March 7, 2014. Fortunately we have many 
members who give unselfishly to this much anticipated VFW 
sponsored event. Moreover, there are many areas that need 
volunteers, so if you can help out, it will be greatly appreciated.  

Also, March is your second opportunity to get involved with the chapter’s leadership by either being 
nominated or nominating yourself for a board or committee position. The final election is held at the 
April Business meeting. 

Please continue to search for veterans organizations that are in need of help and assistance where we can 
lend a helping hand or a donation. 

The members are the backbone of any organization, because they set the pace for how much or how little 
involvement is put forth. In our case, we must be a super organization because our members only know 
one speed when it comes to helping others and getting involved—Full speed ahead! Your enthusiasm and 
“Can-Do” attitude always puts us over the top on everything we do. VVA Chapter 528 is AWESOME! 

Thank You for all you do.
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Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Digger’s Desk

ELECTIONS

Continuing with the March meeting, the Nominating 
Committee will be taking nominations for all officer 
and BOD positions. If you have the urge to serve 
your Chapter in a close up, more intense and 
satisfying way, have someone nominate you or 
nominate yourself for one of these positions. It is 
rewarding. If not an elected position, then get 
involved in any one of a number of other ways. You 
will enjoy it. That is an order !

AGENT ORANGE TOWN HALL MEETING

Bob Dew, Dennis Waling and the rest of their 
committee are bringing about this event within a 
limited period of time. Speakers have been secured, 
the agenda set and sponsors have been approached. If 
you have a company in mind with the potential of 
being a sponsor at any level, contact Bob Dew for the 
forms and personally deliver them to the tentative 
sponsor. The event will take place on April 26 at 
Northville High School on Six Mile Road. Stay tuned 
for more details.

SPORTSMAN’S RAFFLE

The 2014 version of VVA’s biennial sportsman’s raffle 
has been postponed until 2015 for a number of 
reasons. If you need it, there should a letter of 
explanation available to accompany a refund for 
tickets already sold.

FISH FRY’S

Starting on March 7, every Friday in Lent, up to and 
including Good Friday on April 18, will have us 
hosting our city wide renowned fish fry. Here is an 
opportunity to help out or just come down and enjoy 
the dinner. 

AVVA Member Robert W. Irwin of 
Brighton, passed away Sunday, February 9, 
2014.

Barbara Bresnahan, wife of long time 
VVA Chapter 528 member John Bresnahan 
passed away on Friday, February 14, 2014.

Leokadia Mozdzen the Mother of 
longtime member Dennis Mozdzen passed 
away on February 18, 2014

There are a lot of worthwhile things happening in 
the Chapter. I hope to see you at the March  
meeting. Don’t forget to sign in. It’s a great time to 
be a Veteran.
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Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Odds & Ends

Chapter Elections
The following members have accepted nomination 
for chapter office.
President! ! ! Ron King

1st Vice President! ! Jim Hodgson

2nd Vice President! ! Leroy Paige
! ! ! !
Secretary! ! ! Rick Waldecker
! ! ! ! !
Treasurer! ! ! Bob Dew

Board Members!  (4)! Bill Browning
(2 year term)! ! Rich Mazurkiewicz

! ! ! ! Gary Pritchard
! ! ! ! Mike Steffes
! ! ! ! ! ! !

State Council Delegate! Gary Estermyer
! ! ! !
Alt. S.C.D.! ! ! Bill Boudreau

Nominating Committee (4)!Dean Bell
! ! ! ! Bob Lamoureux
! ! ! ! John Spencer
! ! ! ! Rich Whipple

     Nominations for office will again be taken at the 
March meeting and will conclude in April before the 
elections. If you are considering running for office 
please make your intentions known. You may 
nominate yourself if you so desire. Note: You 
cannot run for office or vote in the elections if 
your membership is not current.

Membership
     It is with sadness we report the death of long-
time associate member Bob Irwin. Bob had been a 
member since 1997. Our condolences go to his 
family.  We have 2 new individual members this 
month. Richard Wurtzel, Army, and Terry Wells, 

Navy, joined the chapter at our last meeting. We 
also bid farewell to Donald Perhogan who has 
transferred his membership to Chapter 284. 
Welcome Home Rich and Terry and welcome to 
Chapter 528. Our current membership stands at 
256 individual and 61 associate members. Of these 
we have 142 life VVA and 21 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of February 22, 2014 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
      VVA: Dennis Darichuck, Charles Havens, John 
Ligner, Winford Wilson
       AVVA: Matthew Puchala, Dave Randall 
    Dropped From Roster: Joanna Lafleur, Glenn 
Smith
     March VVA Renewals Carl Cooper, Bob 
Couturier, Richard Dunn, Mike Hoben, Jack 
Massarello, Paul Postula, Russ Sanford, Pat 
Sullivan, Ken Winkler
     March AVVA Renewals: Ruth Bryan, 
Christina Collins, Paul Collins, Bob Irwin, Mike 
Karath, 
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.

Color Guard
     Not much to report for last month. The only 
activity we had was the posting of the colors at a 
local Cub Scout meeting on Feb. 24th. On March 
23rd we will again be posting the colors at the 
annual Boy Scout Blue and Gold Banquet in Novi. 
Nothing currently on tap for April.
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Rich Whipple
Chapter Chaplain
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

Chaplain’s Corner

The Eleventh Hour
From Our Daily Bread
Author: Dennis Fisher

World War I has been ranked by many as 
one of the deadliest conflicts in human history.  
Millions lost their lives in the first global modern 
war. 

On November 11, 1918, a ceasefire was 
observed on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month.  During that historic 
moment, millions around the world observed 
moments of silence while they reflected upon the 
war’s terrible cost – the loss of life and suffering.  It 
was hoped that “the Great War”, as it was called, 
would truly be “the war that would end all war.

Despite the many deadly military conflicts 
that have followed, the hope for lasting peace has 
not faded.  And promise that someday wars will 
finally end.

When Christ returns, Isaiah’s prophecy will 
come true: “Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 
2:4).  Then the eleventh hour will pass and the first 
hour of lasting peace in a new heaven and new earth 
will begin.

Until that day comes, those who follow 
Christ are to be people who represent the Prince of 
Peace in the way we conduct our lives and in the 
way we make a difference in our world. 
………………………………………………………………………
Chaplain’s notes:  The book of Isaiah, written by one of 
God’s chosen prophets around 800 BC (800 years Before 
Christ’ birth), is fi$ed with prophecy about the coming 
Messiah for the people of Israel, and his prophecy proved 
true and was indeed fulfi$ed in Christ’s life.  With Isaiah’s 
credibility, there is no reason to not believe that peace wi$ 
come to the world, when Christ returns to our earth.

Prayers for: John Bresnahan and his sons with the loss 
of Barbara, Dennis Mozdzen and family with the loss of 
his mother, the family of AVVA member Bob Irwin 
who passed away on February 9, Ken Winkler who 
wi$ have a series of tests early March to see if his brain 
cancer is gone, Gary “Ouch” Boucher recovering 'om a 
knee replacement.  I apologize if I have le( anyone out.  
I am only as good as the information I am receiving!!

Staff Writer Brad Kadrich, Observer and 
Eccentric Newspapers and Bill Bresler staff 
photographer - February 5, 2014.

VVA Chapter 528 member Dennis Leahy of 
Livonia talks about his experience in Vietnam 
and h i s poet r y. Carson Nel l i s , Kate l yn 
Churchwell and Neena Bokhari listen.

East Middle School sixth-grader Kalib Balish has 
long been inspired by his grandfather, a Vietnam 
veteran who earned a pair of Purple Hearts and 
the Bronze Star for wounds suffered during that 
war.



5Great Food & Great Company At The Plymouth VFW
Posted by Bryan Bentley (Editor), Plymouth-Canton Patch - Suggested by Gary Kubik - February 23, 2014 
Comment11
Since I took a more active role here at Patch, I have had the opportunity to meet some really nice people, but none 
better than the folks at our Plymouth VFW Post 6695, which is also home to the Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 528.

I had a conversation with Gary (Bear) Kubik, who is the VFW Lounge Manager and Post Advocate, about some 
of the upcoming events they were having. I was interested in posting them at Patch. He kindly informed me that 
the Ladies Auxiliary was hosting a Soup and Salad Dinner on the 22nd, for $5.00. This sounded like a good event to 
share with Patch readers, so I asked more questions.

At some point I think he invited me to attend, but on second thought, I may have invited myself. He happened to 
mention two words that kind of sealed the deal for me. He uttered the words “bake sale” and for me, that was all it 
took. Soup and salad are good, but baked goods are great!

Not only was I going to put out the word at Patch, but I made plans to attend. I had never been to one of these 
events at the VFW, and having the amount of respect that I have for the men and women who have served our 
country, I thought it was high time that I met these folks. Did I mention that they had homemade baked goods?

So I basically expected 4 or 5 different kinds of soups, and a few salads, which for 5 bucks, is a pretty good deal.  
Being the kind of guy that I am, I did not have a bite to eat all day. I intended to try each of the homemade soups 
available, and in my humble opinion, it's always best to approach these things with an empty stomach.

I was not prepared for what we saw when we walked into that room. It was crock pot heaven! My knees actually 
went a bit weak. Rochelle grabbed my arm, and told me to take some deep breaths.

We were not talking 4 or 5 soups here, we were staring smack dab at 15 or 20 different kinds of soup, with close to 
10 different salads. There were two tables filled with baked goodies as well, for a buck a pop.

I thought I'd died and gone to heaven. I was brought back to reality with Rochelle whispering in my ear to pace 
myself, and quit drooling. On one wall was soup, on another salads, a look to the right was all the baked goods, and 
if I wanted an ice cold beer, there were two of America's finest manning the bar. Yep, that was my first impression of 
the Plymouth VFW.

I am going to put my food critic hat on for a minute, and say this. It doesn't matter where you went for dinner on 
Saturday night, you did not get better food than I did, and I don't care what you paid. There was no restaurant in 
this county that had 20 of the best homemade soups & salads that the women of the Ladies Auxiliary can cook for 
you. Did I mention that this was all for $5.00?

All that I can say, is that the next time I make an announcement about a dinner at the Plymouth VFW, you would 
be wise to take my advice, and go enjoy a great meal. And if you don't? More for me.

You will get a great meal at the Plymouth VFW, but that is not all. You will get a chance to meet some of the nicest 
people around. Rochelle and I walked in as strangers, and we walked out as friends with some very fine people. We 
were made to feel welcome the minute we walked in the door. Most folks had a story to share, or a joke to tell, and 
all had a smile for us.

We would like to thank Bear, Judy (who organized this event), and the rest of the gang, for making us feel so 
welcome.

So in closing, I would just say that if you ever want to have a great meal with some of our nation's heroes, attend an 
event at the Plymouth VFW Post 6695. You'll walk away with a full belly, and a few more friends than you had 
before you arrived...

Spoiler Alert: Friday Night Fish Fries are on the horizon! 

http://plymouth-mi.patch.com/users/bryan-bentley
http://plymouth-mi.patch.com/users/bryan-bentley
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D R .D R .   B O B ’ SB O B ’ S   
F I L E S :F I L E S :  

Bob Paul ,  USMC 
1st  MAW, MAG-12,  VMA-225 

Chu Lai  1965 
 

 
RUNNING FOR THE BOARD AND CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 
Now is the time for all Vietnam Veterans to come to aid of their chapter.  I’m 
speaking of putting your name on the ballot for the Board and/or Officers for the 
coming 2014/2015 year.  This is not a hard, demanding job.  There are no filibusters, 
no shut downs, no lobbyists hounding you, you don’t have to kiss any babies and you 
don’t have to reach across the aisle to get a motion passed.  That being said, please 
consider running for one of the positions of office.  It’s a great way to be involved in 
the chapter.  Each year it seems that the same people are nominated and run for 
positions.  I’ve been in the chapter since 1995 and have seen the same faces for several 
years serve in many of the positions available.  How about stepping up this time to 
serve others again as we did some 50 years ago.  One thing is for sure; you don’t have 
to feel helpless when you are elected to an office for there are many members who 
will very more than helpful to get you up to speed.  All you have to do is just ask.  I 
myself would like to see some new faces on the board and as 
officers.  Let’s give the guys who have really been busting their 
hinnies for so many years, a well-deserved break.  I would like 
to thank everyone in advance for taking this commitment under 
consideration.  Make sure you show up on election night to vote 
for your favorite candidate. 
 

                                CRUZ’N 528 
 
While I’m on the subject of volunteering, let’s talk car shows.  
As all of you may know it won’t be long before the car show season is here and 
CRUZ’N 528 will begin its 10t h season of Wednesday Night Cars Shows to benefit 
area veterans.  You don’t need to own a classic car to be part of the best weekday car 
shows in the area.  What we do need are volunteers to help out at the shows.  These 
jobs are not tough; they don’t require using huge amounts of gray cell matter, just a 
willingness to be part of the function.  The shows are only three hours long and with 
enough volunteers available most only work about 30 to 45 minutes total.  The rest of 

the time is spent perusing the show.  There’s good 
food, lots of friendly faces, great oldies playing, 
50/50 and door prizes.  This is another great way to 
help out the chapter and see some great looking 
rides at the same time.  Oh! Did I mention that 
this is a family show as well,  so bring the 
grandkids, the wife, your neighbors and friends, so 
they can see one of the many ways that the chapter 
helps out Veterans. So why not pencil in 
Wednesday nights from 5 to 8, starting May 21s t  
and be part of another great cause that the chapter 
is involved in.  See you at the show. 
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Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)

USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349

Sub Sq. 5

The Bear’s Den

Well, March is upon us.  St. Patrick's Day, Fish 
Fry Time and more nominations for the Chapter 
Officers.

Come in and have some Corned Beef starting at 
noon on Monday the 17th. There will be a lot of 
GREEN that day. We do not know the prices yet, 
but will keep them as low as possible. A lot of the 
members really like the special draft beer and it is 
selling well. Hope to have a special on meeting 
Monday (Leslie's choice).

Bring in that new member! This is the only way 
we can increase our membership and have some 
more help for all of the great projects that we 
conduct. 

Hopefully, the snow will be gone before the car 
shows start. It must be gone for the Easter Bunny 
to hide eggs out doors. On “Opening Day” for the 
Tigers we will have free hot dogs in the lounge 
during the game - all are welcome! 

I've heard something about another DERBY 
PARTY with the hats and ties. Stop by and see 
the smaller bear or call with any comments. 

Thanks and keep a zero bubble. 

 

 

VFW Post 6695  
1426 S. Mill Street  
Plymouth, MI 48165 
Ph# 734.459.6700 
 

2014 Fish Fry 
Every Friday, March 7th, till April 18th, 2014  

5 pm to 7 pm 
FISH FRY MENU  

Fish Dinners - Fried or Baked Fish  
 3pc. Fish  $9.00  
 4 pc. Fish             $10.00  

2 pc. Child/Senior Citizen   $7.00  
                             6 pc. Shrimp Dinner       $9.00  

Canadian Walleye Dinner         $11.00 

All dinners served with choice of Fries, or Baked Potato or Mac & Cheese, and Slaw, 
Roll & Butter and Coffee 

Chicken Strip Dinners  
   4 pc. Chicken                  $9.00  

2 pc Child/Senior Citizen $6.00  
 

Side Orders 
Regular fries      $1.50 

 Mac & Cheese       $1.50  
 Baked Potato         $1.50  
 Coleslaw                  $.50 
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VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday,  March 10, 2014   1426 South Mill St. 
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

Don Dignan, Ron Dillingham, Al Dorey, Irma Dorey, Patrick 
Gibbons, Michael Goldstein, Ellen Howington, Kathleen 
Jarvis, Albert King, James Kish, Lynne Patten, Bob Paul, Steve 
Radachy, Dave Randall, Mike Schlott, Janice Spittler, Paul 
Yeagy and Jeff Yoshikawa.

VFW Calendar For March March  Birthdays
4th - Ladies Auxiliary - 7 pm
7th - Karaoke Night - 8 pm
11th - General Membership Meeting - 7 pm
18th - Board Meeting - 7 pm
20th - Men’s Auxiliary - 6:30 pm
21st - Karaoke Night - 8 pm

Our active online calendar 
www.vva528.org/ourevents.html

USARV
58th Field Depot

Qui Nhon 
May 68 - May 69

Calendar by Gary Estermyer

http://www.vva528.org/ourevents.html
http://www.vva528.org/ourevents.html
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Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting
Northville High School Auditorium

Saturday, April 26, 2014
Agenda:

08:00 AM Registration - Breakfast Snack
09:15 AM Opening Ceremony

12:15 PM Break For Lunch
1:45 PM Questions and Answers

3:30 PM Meeting Closing

Michael Karath   313-728-4185   patriotpainting@att.net
House Painting  -  Interior  -  Exterior  -  Custom

No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 
 when turning in your vehicle.

mailto:patriotpainting@att.net
mailto:patriotpainting@att.net


10

Chapter 528 Web Site: www.vva528.org                  !   Chapter 528 Travel Site: www.travelvva528.com    
Chapter Officers& & &                                    Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15
President     !     ! Ron King!   !                  !
1st Vice President      ! Bob Paul !   !
2nd Vice President    ! Leroy Paige
Secretary!                    ! Richard Waldecker           
Treasurer!                    ! Bob Dew! 
Board of Directors
Bill Browning! ! Mike Steffes
Mike Dicker! ! Ben Tallman
Gary “Bear” Kubik! Joe Tebor
Gary Pritchard! ! Jerry Thomason

Committees
A.O./Health Care! ! Vaughn Hull
Agent Orange Events! Bob Dew!
AVVA Representative! Dennis Waling   
By-Laws! ! ! Bob Paul!! ! !
Chaplain!! ! Rich Whipple!
Chapter Historian!! Dick Waldecker
Color/Honor Guard! Bob Lamoureux!
! ! ! Rick Ciaramitaro !
Constitution! ! Gary Estermyer
Cruz’n 528! ! Darrell Bazman!
ETABO! ! ! Gordon Dorey!
Fundraising! ! Bob Dew!!
Government Affairs! !
Homeless Veterans! John Fleming!
Membership ! ! Bob Lamoureux!
Homefront Newsletter!
     Editor & Publisher ! Tom Brown!
     Assistant Editor! Don Dignan!
     Distribution Chief! Dale Luebke
      Assistant Chief!! Ron King!            
Product Sales! ! Dale Luebke !
! ! ! Bill Browning
POW/MIA! ! Al Kerbyson!
Public Affairs! ! Don Dignan!
Sergeant-at-Arms! ! John Fleming! !
Service Rep. ! ! Aggie Little!
Sportsman’s Raffle!! Dennis Bielskis! !
State Delegate! ! Gary Estermyer
State A. Delegate! ! Dennis Bielskis
State A. Delegate! ! Bill Boudreau
State VVA Product Sales       John Riling
VAVS Deputy! ! Vaughn Hull
Vietnam War 50th Com.! Ron King
Website! ! ! Tom Brown!

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director! 313-961-9568  313-226-4181
Veterans Crisis Centers&& & & & & &
Veterans Center! ! 313-381-1370! ! ! ! ! ! !
Dearborn Crisis Center! 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit! 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
! !
!         ! !
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 21st of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the 
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org or email Bill Boudreau at 
wboudreau@comcast.net. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may 
not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor,  or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

 MARCH 2014

http://www.528.org
http://www.528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.travelvva528.com
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:tom@vva528.org
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
mailto:wboudreau@comcast.net
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Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________

Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

February 2014Chapter 528 Homefront


