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Kokomo 2016

VVA 528 members had a great time.

New memories will last a life-time.

Check out the photos throughout this

newsletter. Those who have never
gone must go, if you don’t you are
truly missing a great time. Special

issue with extra photos!

President’s Corner

September is behind us with the Plymouth Fall Festival, Kokomo reunion and the Air Force
birthday. The Marine Corp birthday and Veterans Day are coming up in November. There will
be a Veterans Day Ceremony at Veterans Park in Plymouth Friday, November 11th at 11 AM.
There’s also a Veterans Day Ceremony the same day at Canton's Heritage Park Veterans
Memorial at 1:00 PM. In addition there is the Salute to Service program at Canton's Village
Theater at 7 PM featuring Medal of Honor recipient Lt Col Charles Kettles.

Homefront Staff

Tom Brown - Editor & Photographer

Don Dignan - Assistant Editor & Columnist
John Spencer- President & Columnist

Bob Lamoureux - Membership & Columnist
Rich Whipple - Chaplain & Columnist
Gary “Bear” Kubik - Columnist

Nancy Dignan - Calendar

Patty & Dennis Bielskis - Photos

Distribution Staff

Jim Hodgson - Chief
Ron King
Dale Luebke

“Never Again Will One Generation of

Veterans Abandon Another”

Welcome Home!

John Spencer, President

U S Army 1965-67
123rd Transportation
Company (Longshoremen)
Cam Ranh Bay, RVN
1966 (01/05/66-01/05/67)




Digger’s Desk

EUCHRE
Wednesday Euchre will commence once more on
Wednesday October § and continue every
Wednesday until next spring. As always, it will be
first come first served to get an even number of
players so you should aim for a 6:30PM show up
time. The cost is $10 per person.

MONDAY GOLF
Our all member (VFW/Auxiliary/VVA/AVVA)
Monday golf scramble has been underway and will
continue through the Fall. If you are interested, let
me know and I'll keep you on the weekly
notification list.

KOKOMO
This year’s trek to the Veteran’s campout was again
well worth the drive. I met up with two of my
brothers from my company in Vietnam. We had
three FNG’s this year: Clyde Rains, Larry Bakucz
and Bryan Bentley....any questions, ask these three.
If you have been to Kokomo, no explanation is
necessary; if you haven't, your loss.

UPCOMING
Our Annual Main Street Car Wash is scheduled for
Sunday October 2. If you can help out, let me
know: Taco night will resume on Friday September
30 at 5:00PM. Karaoke on the 1st and 34 Friday. On
the 27d and 4t Friday, there is a new band
performing. Kids’ Trunk or Treat is scheduled for
Sunday October 23. The second of our two Annual
Poker Shootouts is Thursday October 27.

I'll see you at the October meeting. It’s a great
time to be a Veteran.

Photos courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis

D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

o T ™ |
= -

L g, S

.’. B \).. ,.‘:‘ 5 .~.‘_r.




Odds & Ends

Membership

There were 3 applications for membership this
past month. John Berry, Army, and Mack Gaut, Air
Force, have joined our chapter and Ray Vincent, has
joined our associates. Welcome John, Mack and Ray
to Chapter 528. Our current membership stands at
271 individual and 78 associate members. Of these
we have 221 life VVA and 39 life AVVA members.

Lapsed Members: As of August 22, 2016 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:

VVA: Carl Allen, William Azzopardi, Austin
Bronson, Fred Hanna, Ron Jones
AVVA: Clint Dorey

Dropped from Roster: Bob Cohen, Roger
Ratkowski, Sandy Bazman, John Nichols

October VVA Renewals: Don Green

October AVVA Renewals: Patty Brothers
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Life Memberships

Just a continuing reminder of the new AVVA
membership fees: They are: age 60 and over - $100
and 59 and under - $175. Anyone over 60 who
purchases a life membership must provide proof of
age (copy of driver’s license or birth certificate). This
change is a great opportunity for associates to
become life members. The life membership fee for
VVA members is $100 regardless of age.

Chapter Raflle

Congratulations go to Lee Camilleri, the latest
winner of the chapter raffle and a life membership.
Lee is the 27d consecutive associate to win the raffle.
There will be another drawing at the next
membership meeting. Remember there are only
about 10 names in the drawing so if you are an
annual paid member and attend the monthly
meetings your chances of winning are pretty good.

Plymouth Fall Festival

The weather was cool and rainy on Saturday but
we made up for it on Sunday and had another
successful Fall Festival. We made $973 in our tent
selling water, pop, dog tags and chapter
merchandise. We received another $335 in
donations and $1,053 at the E.G Nicks beer tent for
a net profit of $2,361 for the weekend. I would like
to personally thank all those who came out to help
make this event a success.

Bob Lamoureux A
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Photos courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis



Toward the end of his earthly life, the apostle
Paul declared, “I have fought the good fight, I

Chaplain’s Corner have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2
Tim. 4:7). You can too. Simply keep a strong grip

Hold On on Christ.

Chaplain’s notes: Prayers needed for Dale Roeseler who
is now home from Beaumont. Dale needs energy and the

Tianmen Mountain in Zhangjiajie, China, is foods best for bim are quite challenging, and also
considered one of the most beautiful mountains in prayers for our members as many of us are fighting
the world. To view its towering cliffs in all their bealth issues!

glorious splendor, you must take the Tianmen Shan

cable car, which covers a distance of 7,455 meters (4.5 Rich Whipple
miles). It’s amazing how this cable car can travel such Chapter Chaplain

long distances and scale such steep mountains
without any motor on the car itself. Yet it moves
safely up these spectacular heights by keeping a
strong grip on a cable that is moved by a powerful
motor.

In our journey of faith, how can we finish the race

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace) gl

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com &
HHC/2/503d Infantry -

173d. Airborne Brigade

1968-1969
well and “press on toward the goal to win the prize -
for which God has called {us} heavenward in Christ
Jesus”? (Phil. 3:14). Like the cable car, we keep a
strong grip on Christ, which is what Paul meant
when he said “stand firm in the Lord” (4:1). We have
no resources of our own. We depend fully on Christ
to keep us moving forward. He will take us through
the greatest challenges and lead us safely home.

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith” (z Tim. 4:7).

Photos courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis
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John Fleming

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
We are scheduled for Saturday, December 10 from

roam until 6pm, and we will be ringing at the Sam’s
Club on Ford Road in Canton. The sign-up sheet is
on the website.

11th Annual Winter Clothing Drive
We will be delaying the 11t Annual Winter Clothing

Drive which benefits the Detroit Veterans Center in
Detroit. Their plan is to be moving during the
month of December, so we may wait until early next
year to make our delivery.

I will check with the Center next month to see what
they would prefer and let the Chapter know the
schedule in next month’s Newsletter.

Burger Christmas Carnival
We did not attend last year’s Carnival since they

changed the timing of the Carnival. I will let you
know when I find out the schedule for this Event
and if we are invited.

Please contact me at 734-604-0227 or
john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com with any questions.

John Fleming

- 92nd Finance Section
~ Cam Ranh Bay

Photos courtesy of Dennis & Patty Bielskis
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Kokomo 2016

The Bear’s Den

We had another great time in Kokomo
(Greentown). Quite a few new people who
attended this year said that they will be back. As
usual the food was excellent, people were great,
and the drinks were outstanding. We got Bryan
Bentley to his flight on time. Ask him what he

thought of it, unless you have already heard. I
even met another submarine sailor!!.

‘We will have margaritas on Friday Taco Nights.
The first one is Sept 30th from § to 7 PM. If you
know of someone that would like to be a
replacement bartender, please send them around.
Looking for someone close and trustworthy to fill
in as needed. We will train but some experience
would help.

Come and watch the pool teams. We have 2 teams
so there should be a team at home every Thursday.
Remember the "TRUNK OR TREAT" coming
up. You can call the post for information.

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)
USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349
Sub Sq. 5

Members singing The Air Force Song in recognition
to the birthday of our Air Force. Photo courtesy of Tom
Brown.
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Kokomo 2016

Photos courtesy of Patty and Dennis Bielskis




OCTOBER 2016

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday

Joy Road
Clean-up
8:30 a.m.

Main Stréeﬂ GOLF VFW AUX EUCHRE KARAOKE

Car Wash MEETING 7:00 8:00

9:00 - 500 00

9 10

11 12 |13 |14 |15

BOWLING | GOLF VFW EUCHRE BAND 8:00
LEAGUE VVA MEMBERSHIP | 7:00
1:30 MEMBERSHIP | MEETING
MEETING 7-00
7:00
GOLF VFW HOUSE EUCHRE KARAOKE
COMMITTEE 7:00 8:00
MEETING 7:00

23 |24

29 26 |27 28 129

BOWLING GOLF VVA BOARD EUCHRE TACO ADULT
LEAGUE BLOOD MEETING 7:00 7:00 NIGHT HALLOWEEN
1:30 DRIVE 5:00-7:00 | PARTY IN
TRUNK & BAND 8:00 THE LOUNGE
TREAT 1:00

GOLF

Halloween

-

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan
AVVA & Ladies

Auxiliary

Douglas Appleyard, Richard Balish, Darrell Bazman, John Bresnahan,
Anthony Brinza, Michael Cloar, Patrick Colbeck, Danny Cook, William
Cottrell, Doyle “Skip” Davison, Betty Durham, James “Jack” Fortney, Robert
Genna, Donald Green, Michael Hoben, Robert Humphrey, John Krawcke,
Earl Madison, Brian Metzger, Ron Michalak, Kimberly Moscardelli, Dennis
Northrop, Margot Parr, Douglas Patterson, Jerry Pazdan, Vincent Petransky,
Roy Pistor, Stephan Retherford, Loren Roberts, Fred Sattler, Don Schnettler,
Glen Sedam, Mohamed Skander, Gerald Stesiak, Patrick Sullivan, William
Taylor and Raymond Thomas.




—= Ch

Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher
Assistant Editor
Distribution Chief
Assistant Chief
Assistant Chief

Product Sales

POW/MIA

Public Affairs
Sergeant-at-Arms
Service Representative
Sportsmen’s Raffle

State Delegate

State A.Delegate

State VVA Product Sales
VAVS Deputy

Vietnam War 5oth Com.
Website

apter 528 Homefront

o et
Chapter Officers
President John Spencer
1st Vice President  Richard Waldecker
2nd Vice President  Mike Steffes
Secretary Dennis Bielskis
Treasurer Bob Dew
Board of Directors
Bill Browning Gene Spurgess
Mike Dicker Pete Glasgow
Don Dignan Joe Tebor
Rich Mazurkiwicz Rich Whipple
Committees
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew
AV VA Representative Bryan Bentley
By-Laws Jim Hodgson
Chaplain Rich Whipple
Chapter Historian Rich Waldecker
Color/Honor Guard Bob Lamoureux

Rick Ciaramitaro

Fundraising Bob Dew
Homeless Veterans John Fleming
Membership Bob Lamoureux

Tom Brown
Don Dignan
Jim Hodgson
Ron King
Dale Luebke

Bill Browning

Al Kerbyson

Don Dignan
John Fleming
Aggie Little
John Spencer
Gary Estermyer
Dennis Bielskis
John Riling
Ron King

Ron King

Tom Brown

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan

Phillip Smith - Director

Veterans Crisis Centers

Veterans Center
Dearborn Crisis Center

VA Medical Center Detroit

313-961-9568  313-226-4181

313-381-1370
31358477800
313-576-1000

VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

October 2016

Chapter 528 Website: wwwvvas28.org

Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvvas28.com
Advertixing Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Service Photos Needed

VVA Chapter 528 has 125 members’ service photos
displayed on our website www.vvas28.org/
memberss28.html and in our display case. I’'m sure most
members have a photo of themselves laying around
somewhere. When you find your photo you can either mail
it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124,
scan it and send it to: tombrowni949@gmail.com, bring it
to our general membership meetings or drop it off in
“Bear’s” Office. Longtime member and creator of our
Service Photos Boards Bill Boudreau passed away on
September 23, 2015. Don Petrere has graciously
volunteered to take over our service photos in our display
case.

Tom Brown, Editor
2nd Missile Battalion
44th Artillery Pershing
HHD III Corps
Ft. Sill, OK

Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article
or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vvas28.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published
articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the
right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA.
Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)
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" TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey
Owner

32635 Ford Road

Garden City, Ml 48135
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads)
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays /9 - Noon Sat.

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
www.greatlakestrophies.com
E-mail: sales{@greatlakestrophies.com

Fleming Financial
Services, Inc.

John A. Fleming

National Association of Tax Professionals

29217 Ford Road, Suite 119
Garden City, M1 48135

phone 734 525-4560 fax 734 525-5280
toll free 888 240-1550 john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Marke Vi

« Car donation is 100% tax deductible and
pick up is free

'Helping Thase Who Help Otbers

« Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Ron & THERESA

1 248 677.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPEE-HEALTHIER

C & D CATERING

B8E A GUEST AT YOUR OWN PARTY
From a simple backyard
party, to an elegant affair

204 SOUTH WAYNE RD
WESTLAND MI 48184

734.729.9338
fae 7347291314
T
- » WANW.C-D CATERING. COM

Main Street Auto Wash

‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, MI 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics’

DESIGN m COPY m PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com
www.us336.alphagraphics.com -

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 Ann Arbor Rd 0SJ Branch: 31700 Middlebelt Rd
Suite 204-B Suite 145
Plym A

73

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-397-9734
Canton, M| 48187-7531 frabar@comcast.net

* landscape design ‘@ installation
* lawn ‘@ landscape maintenance
* snow ‘R ice management

Matthew Gorski
President

(248) 676.8508 office
(248) 676.8557 fax
yourwaypropertyservices(@comcast.net

11



Chapter 528 Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Membership in Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. is open to

October 2016

Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.

Name

Phone

Present Address

City

State

Zip
Branch of Service

Date of Birth

email

$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed

| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
| am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member

| want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00

Other

New Member Renewal
No.

$50.00

Membership Card

Today's Date

Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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