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1426 Mill St. Plymouth, MI 48170
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Chapter 528 Delegates at this year’s VVA
National Convention in Jacksonville, FL.
Standing with Bob Dew; Ron King, Gary
Estermyer and Ted Enright is former
member and 2nd VP Bill Juchartz. Photo
courtesy of Ted

US. Airforce Birthday

President’s Corner
Ron King

Homefront Staff

Tom Brown - Editor

Don Dignan - Assistant Editor & Columnist
Ron King- President & Columnist

Bob Lamoureux - Events & Columnist

Rich Whipple - Chaplain & Columnist
Gary “Bear” Kubik - Columnist

Ted Enright - Photographer

Patty & Dennis Biel§kis - Photographers

Distribution Staff

Dale Luebke - Distribution Chief
Ron King - Distribution Assistant
Darrell Bazman
Bill Browning
Jay Roberts
~E}ohn Jaquinta
ill Browning
Walt Gluvna
Cheri and Mike Schlott
Frank Barkovich

“Never Again Will One Generation

of Veterans Abandon Another”

Welcome Home!

The Summer is moving along at a swift pace, and our chapter activities are moving at a super fast pace
as well. The Cruisin’ 528 car shows continue to be successful thanks to the hard work of Dave and Peggy
Henwood, Jim and Arlene Austin, and Don Willim, as well as the numerous chapter members who
graciously volunteer their time every week. These wonderful members will be given the appropriate
Thank You credit by name in a future Newsletter. We all know there would not be a weekly show

without their unselfish efforts.

The 16t Annual National Vietnam Veterans of America Convention is now in the books. Your delegates,
Bob Dew, Ted Enright, Gary Estermyer, myself, along with Michigan State Council President, John
Riling, and our AVVA representative, Dennis Waling represented your chapter with professionalism and
great concern for all veteran concerns. Each delegate will provide a written report of their attended
seminars and committee sessions. For the record, this convention was the best attended in convention

history—795 delegates!
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Presidents Corner continues on page 2




President’s Corner continued from page 1

Our activity calendar is still very full, which
translates to a continued need for member
volunteers. To mention a few, weekly car shows,
Plymouth Fall Festival, and Plymouth Main Street
Car Wash. Also, we have our annual September
Kokomo, IN Reunion. Although, it is a voluntary
event, you won't know how much camaraderie,
friendship, and fun you will miss out on if you don’t
come down!

Chapter 528 is chocked full of wonderful people.
You are generous, kind, benevolent, and full of
respect for each other. This unconditional
appreciation for our veterans and their families is
the foundation for this Chapter’s overwhelming

success and growth. It is so easy to be so very proud
of all of you!

Ron King, President
38thAir Rescue & 4= § %
Recovery Squadron ‘\‘*‘t iﬁi
v @

Ton Son Nhut AB, RVN %g
197171972

Gary Estermyer and Ron King hanging out during
the 2013 National Convention in Jacksonville, FL.

Photo courtesy of 1éd Enright..
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Jake Lesher, the winner of the largest fish of the
Wayne County Fishing Derby is receiving his
mounted fish. Dave Reeves donated his time to have
Jake’s fish mounted. Jake’s family, V.P. Bob Paul and
Gary “The Bear” Kubik were happy to award Jake
his mounted Rainbow Trout. Photo courtesy of Tom.
Brown.

Dave Siwarski, one of our newest members, poses
by the cake made in honor of the U.S. Coast Guard’s
birthday. Dave became Chapter 528’s third member
from the Coast Guard. Photo courtesy of Tom Brown.



Digger’s Desk

LOUNGE SIGN-IN RAFFLE
Be sure to sign in before the meeting and any day you
happen to visit the Post. Members of all groups (VVA,
AVVA, VFW, Men’s and Ladies Auxiliary) are
eligible. The current jackpot will net the winner over
$150. It’s a win/win situation.

TROOP SHIPPING
If you have a son/daughter, grandson/grand daughter,
niece/nephew who is deployed overseas and might like
some stateside support, get us a name and address and
we’ll be sure to get a package sent to them. Remember
what it was like getting a package from home back in
the day ? My cousin’s sorority drew service mens’
names out of a hat and my name was the lucky one.
They put about ten different baked goods in a box that
measured about 15x15x36 at least. The box was
postmarked November 7, 1967 and I received it
January 5, 1968...59 days. The baked goods were
petrified hard as a rock and basically inedible. Oh
well, the thought was there. There was no postal office
to take my complaint. Normally a package took 6 days
to receive in the field. Keep all our troops in your daily
prayers.

MY VIETNAM COMPANY REUNION
As you know my old outfit, D/2/16, holds an annual
Reunion, changing locations every year. This year’s
Reunion drive was mild by comparison being only 265
miles away in Edinboro, PA. We had a great time over
five days of golfing, touring a local National Guard
site, treated to lunch by a group of SVA (Student
Veterans of America) called “Boro Vets” from
Edinboro University, dining out and reminiscing. 23
guys from my old company showed up with spouses
and friends bringing the total to around 50.
Needless to say it was fabulous. We’re already looking
forward to next year.

VETERANS GOLF DAY
As many of you know, we have begun playing golf on
Mondays and will continue throughout the summer.
There are about twenty golfers of all skill levels but
we equal things out by balancing the talent...or lack
of, on the teams. We change courses every week. If
you would like to get out with other members and
enjoy a day outdoors, let me know.

CHAPTER PICNIC
The all organizations picnic turned out great with a
variety of homemade items. There were more people
in attendance this year than in many years past.
Thanks to Patty Bielskis for chairing this event.

KOKOMO
We’ll have between 50 and 60 members visiting the
Annual Vietnam Veterans Reunion near Kokomo, IN
next month. If you have never experienced this event
it is hard to describe without actually being there. If
you have any interest in attending, contact Dale
Luebke...Kokomo coordinator.

MAIN STREET CARWASH
The Chapter will be conducting its annual carwash
fundraiser on Sunday September 29. The volunteer
sheet is almost already filled but if you would still like
to offer up some help, we’ll find you a job to fill.
Thanks to members Phil and Paula Pursell for putting
up with us Veterans for the day.

I hope to see you at the September meeting. It’s a
great time to be a Veteran.

Don Dignan '3
D/2/16 “Rangers §"\ S
1st Inf. Div. ‘
1967-1968




Odds & Ends

Membership

I had 2 individuals submit an application this
past month. Thomas Mannix and Cass Swamba
have joined our associates. Welcome Tom and Cass
to Chapter §28. Our current membership stands at
258 individual and 65 associate members. Of these
we have 137 life VVA and 20 life AVVA members

Lapsed Members: As of August 22, 2013 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:

VVA: Brian Hopps
AVVA: Lynn Dery

Dropped From Roster: Cornell Osier, Mike

Palmer
September VVA Renewals: Leon Carter, Norris

Cutler, Dan Droz, Ellen Howington, Rick
Waldecker

September AVVA Renewals: Gordy
Bardeleben, Joanna LaFleur, Glen Smith
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Color Guard

No activities this past month and nothing
planned for September. There will be a ceremony in
honor of National POW/MIA Recognition Day on
Friday, September 20t at Oakland Hills Memorial
Cemetery in Novi. Most of the color guard will be
in Kokomo at that time but there may be a few
who don’t go who will attend. It is a very moving
ceremony and all are encouraged to attend.

Fall Festival
A sign-up sheet was passed around at the August
meeting and many slots were filled. Plenty of help
is still needed so please make an effort to donate
some time. The sign-up sheet will be posted on our
web site and an email will be sent to remind
everyone. Festival hours are as follows:

Thursday, Sept 5 4:00 at post to load up,
§:00 at site to set up
Friday, Sept. 6 - noon till 11:00pm
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Saturday, Sept. 7 - noon till rr:0oopm
Sunday, Sept. 8 - noon till 6:00pm
I am still looking for a volunteer to take my place
and run the show on Saturday morning and
afternoon. If you can help please contact me at

bob@vvas28.org or call at 734-397-8389.

Chapter Raflle
Congratulation to Bob Caldwell. Bob is the
latest winner of the raffle and will receive a life
membership. The next raffle will take place in
October and will be the 50t drawing since I
started the raffle many years ago

.y

a Bob Lamoureux

Co. C, 3/47, oth Inf. Div. (&
< “Mobile Riverines”

Vets Car Show August 3rd. Photo courtesy of Dennis &
Patty Bielskis

Members In Distress

Dave Banks is recovering from hip surgery.



mailto:bob@vva528.org
mailto:bob@vva528.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Two Reunions for Me

As I am writing my Chaplain’s Corner article for the
September Homefront, I am excited and “geeked”
to know that in two days, I will be flying to Las
Vegas to reunite with my fellow Sky Soldiers of the
173d Airborne Brigade. These are the men that
Uncle Sam chose for me to join up with when I
flew out of Ft. Lewis, Washington back in May of
1968 to head to Cam Ranh Bay where I would get
my orders as to what unit I would be a part of.
How can you or I not be excited to be in the
presence of the men that fought valiantly and
made the best of a bad situation that most of us
were sent to? To know that we would not be
coming home until 365 days after we arrived, one
had to have the mentality of taking every day “one
day at a time” to get us to our DEROS and back
home with our loved ones.

While this reunion in Vegas will be exciting, the
reunion will be short lived, and then we’ll all head
back to our respective cities once again looking
forward to our next reunion.

Another reunion that I am very excited about on a
daily basis, is the reunion with my friends and
family that have passed from this world. This
group consists of men, women, and young ones
that were promised to be with Jesus Christ in
“paradise”, as Christ described it when on the
cross at Calvary:.

This reunion, the ultimate of all reunions, is
everlasting, without pain, and having the privilege
of being in company with our Creator. No more
pain and suffering.

5

In the book of Revelations, Chapter 21, it is written
“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mournings or crying or pain, for the old order of things bas
passed away.”

However, not every person will experience heaven.
In Revelations 21, verse 8, it is written “But the
cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the
idolaters, and all liars - their place will be in the fiery
lake of burning sulfur.”

It is not my idea to judge who will be privileged to
be in paradise. This decision is made by the
Creator of the universe. I am a believer in God the
Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit
(the Trinity), and because of my faith, I am secure
in knowing I will be at that awesome reunion in
heaven with my loved ones that had made the
decision to accept Jesus as their personal Savior.
It’s not because I am “perfect”, it is because I am a
sinner, and acknowledge that only God’s grace can
save me, not by myself and all the “good things” I
do for my fellow man. It’s simply about God’s love,
and His grace that He offers to all of us.

In closing, as Chaplain of VVA 528, I will begin
leaving my cell number and e-mail address on my
“signature” below. If you have medical issues,
please share them with the chapter so we can pray
for our unfortunate situations we find ourselves in.
I want to make myself available to all of you should
you need support, prayer, and hope about
tomorrow.

Rich Whipple

Chapter Chaplain
HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade

ARBORNE

¢

1968-1969 .




The Bear’s Den

It is almost KOKOMO time. I hope to see some
new faces there this year. Get your can steins now,
they will cost more at the reunion.

Please, remember all the good specials that we put
on in the lounge and that a lot of work goes into
preparing food. Would you leave a quarter tip for a
five dollar meal in a sit-down dinner? We have flags
to replace worn ones at one per address and are
collecting cell phones.

There will be another electronics collection before
winter sets in. Almost anything with a cord, but no
televisions or computer monitors. Watch for the
date or bring to the post anytime to be put in the
barn.

Thanks....and keep a zero bubble........ bear

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)
USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349
Sub Sq. 5

> W

Ted Enright with Arlo Guthrie at the 2013
National Convention. Photo courtesy of Ted

Kokomo 2013

Kokomo is rapidly approaching. The Reunion is
September 19th, 20th and 21st, 2013 and our tear
down is on Sunday, September 22nd. Our lot #'s
are 239E - 244F and 339E - 344E. Everyone who
is camping on our site, please bring a lawn chair,
a tent, and your own food and beverages. We also
need everyone to bring a few extra gallons of
water to be used for washing dishes - used milk
cartons work great. If anyone has a spare gas can
please bring it for the chapter generator. We will
return them to you.

Our space is limited, so DON’T bring large
campers in our area, we just don't have the room.
We need the room for tents, pop-ups, etc..

Anyone needing directions to the campground,
please contact Dale at 734-516-7328. The
address is: 8313 E. 400 S., Greentown, IN. 46936.
One can use Mapquest.com or_googlemaps.com
for directions - especially if you use a GPS.
Please, contact me if you are going but still
haven’t let me know.

See you there!
Your Kokomo Coordinator

Dale M. Luebke
355th Tac Fighter Wing
357th Tac Fighter
Squadron



http://googlemaps.com/
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"o Cruz'n 528 2013 %%

'%»
Trailer Trash Car Club

S
Presents:

Car Shows on Wednesdays
starting May 1, 2013 through
October from 5PM to 8PM

Location: VFW Post 6695
1426 S. Mill St. (Lilley Rd.)
in Plymouth, MI
(Northwest corner of Ann Arbor Rd & Mill St)

Bring the family out and have fun
Cool Classic Rides, Good Food & Cold Refreshments
" w1]1 be on hm%l as well
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September 2013 - VWA Chapter 528 Plymouth-Canton, Ml

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3 4 5 6 7
Labor Day Cruz'n 528 Fall Festival Fall Festival
VFW Pk Lot
5-8pm

General S;“&':,:z&
Membership 58pm
Meeting

7:00 pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Cruz'n 528
VFW Pk Lot
5-8 pm
Kokomo 2013 Kokomo 2013 Kokomo 2013

22
Autumnal Equinox VVA Board Cruz'n 528 Joy Road Pickup at
Mtg. 7:00 pm VFW Pk Lot 0830 hours. Meet at
5-8 pm UAW Hall.
Kokomo 2013

Main Street y R Cruz'n 528
Auto Wash VFW Pk Lot

9am-5pm o

Tom Brown, Editor A£G, Calendar by Tom Brown
HDG III Corps o a il oo

) - k]
2nd & 44th Pershing ':\‘;‘ m ' We have an active online calendar @
Ft. Sill, OK LS www.vva528.org/ourevents.html

VVA 528 Membership Meeting Monday, September 9, 2013 1426 South Mill St.
VFW Plymouth, MI Come on and join us! 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours)

VFW Calendar For September September Birthdays
3rd - Ladies Auxiliary - 7 pm Roger Bebow, Dan Bowe, Leon Carter, Paul Collins, Clark

Crain, Bob Denstedt, Tom Forster, Pete Glasgow, Dominick
Grake, David Henwood, Stewart Israel, Richard Lewis, Ron
Little, Victor Lukasiak, Charles Neal, Dave Ramsey, Eric
Schwaller, Glenn Smith, Albert Sneath, Robert Somerville,
John Spencer and John Thierry:.

6th - Karaoke Night - 8§ pm

1oth - General Membership - 7 pm
17th - Board Meeting - 7 pm

19th - Men’s Auxiliary - 6:30 pm

20th - Karaoke Night - 8§ pm



http://www.vva528.org/ourevents.html
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No. 213208 g :

“TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road
Garden City, M| 48135

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads)

Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays / 9 - Noon Sat.

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
www.greatlakestrophies.com
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

REMERICA

HOMETOWN 111

6231 N, CANTON CENTER RD,, SUITE 106
CANTON, MI 48187
OFFICE (734) 459.9898 ! \ i
CELL  (734) 7161371 )
FAX (734) 459-9092 AMANDA BRADLEY
AmandaBradleyRE @ gmail.com REALTOR®
R nwrcdHonwowr\i com :
ved & Operated @ :n.-‘

Each Office Indepencently (

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-397-9734
Canton, MI 48187-7531 frabar@comcast.net

alphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY m PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com

www.us336.alphagraphics.com o

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

+Where you can still claim
Fair Market Blue Book Value

«Car ion is 100% tax ible and
pick up is free

« Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

\\ V/ Helping Thase Who Help Otbers
e

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Gene Spurgess, Bob Lamoureux, Bob Caldwell and
Joe Tabor having fun at our Joint Picnic. Photo courtesy
of Dennis & Patty Bielskis.

Editor’s Message

I am asking all members who are currently receiving
their newsletter by postal mail and who have access to
internet service, to please choose not to have our
newsletter mailed to you. Each newsletter costs us
nearly $1.00 per issue to publish and mail. Please, help
save us money for our chapter. The money saved can be
spent on more important matters. Also, our online
version of our newsletter is in color. One may contact
Dale Luebke either by emailing or calling him and let

Dale know of your new choice.

Dale Luebke" dale68us@ahoo com or 73475167328

Tom Brown, Editor
HDG III Corps

2nd & 44th Pershing
Ft. Sill, OK
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National AVVA Report - Jacksonville, FL
August 2013
Dennis Waling, AVVA Representative

2013 AVVA National Election Results

President:: Sharon Hobbs

Vice President: Kathie Keister

Secretary: Joanna Henshaw

Treasurer: Bill Williams

Region 5 Director: Penny Meinhardt

Featured speakers on Agent Orange Legacy:
George Claxton & Mokie Porter

Bylaw Changes:

Article 1 — no change

Article 2, Section 2.03, Paragraph 1 — changed the word "officers” to “offices”

Article 3, section 1 — deleted the listing of the purposes (a) through (g) and added Sections 2 and 3 with
Article 1.

Article § — Deleted (redundancy)

Article 7, Section 1 & 2 — Replaced Section 1 as “The property, affairs, and business of the Corporation are
vested in the Board of Directors, which shall consist of no less than ten nor more than sixteen.

a. Renumbered the Article as 4, sections 3 through 16 appropriately

Article 8, Section 8.0 5, Paragraph 1 — Deleted the word “removed” and added the following verbage.

“Actual removal from office shall follow the directives found in the current Policies and Procedures and
in the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation Act.

Reason for change: To comply with the D.C. Non-Profit Corporation Act, title 29. (Officers are also
Board members, and therefore fall under this code.

Article 8, Section 8.08, Paragraph 1



Chapter 528 Web Site: www.vvas28.org

Chapter Officers

President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Board of Directors
Bill Browning

Mike Dicker

Gary “Bear” Kubik

Gary Pritchard

Committees

A.O./Health Care
AVVA Representative
By-Laws

Chaplain

Chapter Historian
Color/Honor Guard

Constitution

ETABO

Fundraising

Government Affairs

Homeless Veterans

Membership

Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher
Assistant Editor
Distribution Chief
Assistant Chief

Product Sales

Point Man Ministries

POW/MIA
Public Affairs
Sergeant-at-Arms
Scholarship

Service Rep.
Sportsman’s Raffle

State Delegate

State VVA Product Sales
VAVS Deputy

Website

Ron King

Bob Paul

Leroy Paige
Richard Waldecker
Bob Dew

Mike Steffes
Ben Tallman
Joe Tebor

Jerry Thomason

Vaughn Hull
Norma Demerly
Bob Paul

Rich Whipple
Dick Waldecker

Bob Lamoureux

Rick Ciaramitaro
Gary Estermyer
Gordon Dorey
Bob Dew

John Fleming
Bob Lamoureux

Tom Brown
Don Dignan
Dale Luebke
Ron King
Dale Luebke
Bill Browning

Rich Whipple
Ron Wroblewski

Al Kerbyson
Don Dignan
John Fleming
Dean Bell

Don Dignan
Ron King
Aggie Little
Dennis Bielskis
Gary Estermyer
Jo}fr}; Riling Y
Vaughn Hull
Tom Brown

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan

Phillip Smith - Director
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center

Dearborn Crisis Center
VA Medical Center Detroit
VA Ann Arbor Health Care

313-961-9568 313-226-4181

313-381-1370
31358477800
31375761000

System 734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 21st of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the
article or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vvas28.org or email Bill Boudreau at
wboudreau@comcast.net. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may
not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)

July 2013 )

Chapter 528 Travel Site: www.travelvvas28.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Fleming Financial

Services, Inc.
John A. Fleming

National Association of Tax Professionals

29217 Ford Road, Suite 119
Garden City, MI 48135

phone 734 525-4560 fax 734 525-5280
toll free 888 240-1550 john@flemingfinancialsvcs.com

Suburban.legal Services PLC

ury,

1 248 677.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPLE-HEALTHIER

www.mylifefGreg.net fer

Main Street Auto Wash

‘the freshwater wash”

1191 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

Phil Pursell
(734) 455-9685

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal
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=== Chapter 528 Homefront 3‘— . ;' ,
Vietnam Veterans of America
Membership in Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name
Phone
Present Address
City State
Zip
Branch of Service
Date of Birth
email
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed
| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
| am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member

| want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00 $50.00
Other

New Member Renewal Membership Card

No.

Today's Date

Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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